Mapus I'opoea, 2nageH pedakmop Ha cnucaHuemo
Maria Gurova, editor-in-chief of the journal

[Npearosop

Hacrosiqusar CyriemeHT 13 e B yecT Ha
kHWKKa 30 Ha bwarapckoTo e-crvicaHue 3a apxe-
osiorust (be-CA) 1 e TIOATOTBEH KaTo M3HEHaZa 3a
HeroBus IVIaBeH pefakTop AoL. A.U.H. Mapus I'to-
pOBa, UMSTO HECTWXBAllla eHeprusi U MOTUBALUS
OCHTYPH YCTIELITHOTO payk/iaHe, TopacTBaHe v Bb3-
Mb)KaBaHe Ha CLIMCAHUETO.

Kato Bcsiko Hawaso, ocHOBaBaHeTO Ha be-
CA B paneunara 2011 6e Gensi3aHO C HaZEX/H,
MeuTH, CTpaxoBe U CbMHeHus. [IHec, 15 rogqunu u
30 KHIWKKU MO-KBbCHO, TOBA U3/laHUe e CpeJ, Hail-
MPECTHXKHUTE CITUCAHUSI B UCTOPHSTA Ha Ob/rap-
CKaTa apXeosorus.

3a yuTarenuTe, TIPUBbP3aHU KbM UMC/Ia U
ctatuctiku, 30-Te 6post Ha Be-CA BK/TIOUBaT Haj
260 marepuarsa (cTaTuu, peLieH31ur, OT3UBH U JIpy-
'y pyOpUKH). ABTOPUTE — HAKOU OT TSIX C ITOBEUe
OT eflHa MyO/MKaLYs B CMCaHHUEeTO — ca oK. 100
>)KeHU U oK. 120 mbxe oT Hag 20 pa3/ivuHA Jbp-
>kaBu B EBporia u CeBepHa Amepuka. Ot my06/u-
Karuure 46% ca Ha aHTIMACKY e3uK 1 54% — Ha
Obsirapcku. TeMuTe [UCKYTHPaAHU T1pe3 TOAUHUTE
ca, pa3bupa ce, JOMUHUPAHU OT IPOOJEMATHKA,
CBbp3aHa C POJHUTe 3eMU, HO CTaTUW C peruo-
HaJTHO U MEe>KYHapO/HO 3HaueHre ChIII0 HaMHpaT
MSICTO Ha cTpaHuLuTe Ha be-CA.
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Foreword

This Supplement 13 is in honour of issue
30 of the Bulgarian e-Journal of Archaeology (Be-
JA) and was conceived as a surprise for its editor-
in-chief, Assoc. Prof. DSc Maria Gurova, whose
unflagging energy and motivation ensured the suc-
cessful birth, growth and sustained development
of the journal.

Like any beginning, the founding of Be-JA
in the distant 2011 was marked by hopes, dreams,
fears and doubts. Today, 15 years and 30 issues
later, this outlet is among the most prestigious
journals in the history of Bulgarian archaeology.

For those of you keen on numbers and sta-
tistics, the 30 issues of Be-JA include over 260
materials (articles, reviews, notes and other ru-
brics). The authors, some of whom with multiple
contributions, are c. 100 women and c. 120 men
from over 20 different countries in Europe and
North America. Almost half of the publications
(46%) are in English and 54% are in Bulgarian.
The topics discussed over the years are, of course,
dominated by issues related to the homeland, but
articles of regional and international importance
also find a place on the pages of Be-JA.

The “Supplements” series was launched in
the same year, with the first issue being published



Cepusita ,,CynyieMeHTH” e HWHULMMPaHa
ollle B ITbpBara roguHa Ha be-CA, Kato mbpBUSAT
Opotii e myOnvMKyBaH B camusi Kpai Ha 2011 1. OT-
TOraBa Jiocera, 3a o6uo 15 roguuu, Ha ratdop-
Mata Ha be-CA ca mybsmukyBanu o6ijo 12 Gpos
CYIUIEMEHTH, BCEKU OT TSX C pPa3/IMuHU OTIOBOP-
Hu pefakropu. Ot Tsx ect (3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11)
BKJIFOUBAT aKTHUTe Ha HAYYHU (POPYMH, YaCT OT TAX
Me>KIyHapOJHH; TP Opost ca TeMaTHUHU H3C/ie]-
BaHUs Ha oT/iesHY aBTopH (1, 2, 12) 1 nBa Opost ca
KOJIEKTUBHH TTy0/IMKaIiy Ha KOHKPETeH apXeoJio-
ruuecku obexr (5, 9).

3aj Ta3M BIevaT/sABallla CTaTUCTHKA U
pe3ynratHoCT ctou ekurnbT Ha be-CA. Ha mbp-
BO MsICTO e ctuxusAta Mapus [topoBa — HamusAT
I7laBeH peJlakTop, CJe/iBaHa OT HeNOK/IaTHMUs
TeXHWYeCKu pefakTop ['eopru MBaHOB U mpome-
HsIIIIaTa ce, HO CcTabW/HA pelaKL[MOHHA KOJIETHsI.
HacrosimusT ycrmex Ha CrnMcaHWeTo O0e3CIOpHO
ce /KU Ha Llevsl eKUIl, HO [iBIDKelllaTa Cuja U
TynTsAoTo cbpue Ha be-CA e Mapusi. EHepruu-
HUAT U AyX, 0e3KOMIPOMHMCHOTO HacTOsiBaHe 3a
KaueCTBO U MPUHOC Ha IIPUETUTE CTaTUM, KaKTo
Y HecTHUxBalaTa ambuius zaa ussene be-CA Ha
Me)XJyHapoJHara u3fiaTesicka CLieHa, CTOST B OC-
HOBaTa Ha ChllleCTBYBaHeTO Ha ToBa U3ZaHue. be3s
Mapus, cricaHUeTo HsiMallle la ce HamMpa Tam,
KB/IeTO € JJHeC.

MarepuanHara KynTypa Ha Objrapckara
MpancToOpusi € CBETOBHOM3BECTHA, HO CBETOBHO-
M3BeCTHHUTE ObArapCKU MPANCTOPUIIM ca OPOST Ha
NpbCTU. EWH ujieH Ha Tasu Majika rpymna e Mapus
CbC 3aBUJIEeH, W PAIBK, 00XBAaT Ha HayYHO-U3C/Ie-
JIOBaTe/ICKM OMUT U obpasoBanue — oT Codwuii-

at the very end of 2011. Since then, a total of 12
supplements, each with their own editor-in-chief,
has been published over 15 years. Six of them (3,
4,6,7,9, 10, 11) include the proceedings of sci-
entific forums, some of them international; three
issues are thematic studies by individual authors
(1, 2, 12) and two issues are edited monographs on
a specific archaeological site (5, 9).

Behind these impressive statistics and per-
formance is the Be-JA team. First and foremost is
the hurricane Maria Gurova — our editor-in-chief,
followed by the unwavering technical editor Geor-
gi Ivanov and fluctuating but stable editorial board.
The current success of the journal is undoubtedly
due to the entire team, but the driving force and
beating heart of Be-JA is Maria. Her energy, un-
compromising quest for quality of submissions,
and her unquenchable ambition to bring Be-JA to
the international publishing scene are the founda-
tion of this journal’s existence. Without Maria, the
journal would not be where it is today.

Bulgarian prehistoric material culture is
world-famous, but world-famous Bulgarian pre-
historians are just a few. One member of this small
group is Maria, with an enviable, and rare, range
of research experience and education — from Sofia
University as her Alma Mater, through the Insti-
tute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of
Sciences in St. Petersburg, to numerous research
stays at prestigious institutions in France, the
Netherlands, Israel and Great Britain. Her contri-
bution to local, regional and international prehis-
toric research is particularly impressive, as her sci-
entific interests concern one, often undeservedly



CcKUs yHUBepcuteT Kato Anma Marep, nipe3 nu-
ctutyTa 1o Apxeosiorusi Ha Pyckara Akajemust
Ha Haykure B CaHkT [TeTepOypr 0 MHOTOOpOWHU
Hay4YHO-KBaMU(PUKALIMOHHU TPECTOU B TPECTIK-
HU UHCTUTYyLMU BbB Ppanuus, Hupepnanpus,
W3paen n Bemkobpuranus. HeliHusT npuHocC B
pojHaTa, perdoHajiHa W MeXAyHapoAHa Ipauc-
TOpUs € 0COOEHO BreYaT/siBall, ThH KaTo Hayu-
HHUTe M WHTepecH ca B 00/1acTTa Ha eJuH, 4ecTo
He3aC/y)KeHO TpeHeOperBaH, HO W3K/TIOUHTETHO
Ba)KeH aCIleKT Ha MpancTopuyecKara MaTepraiHa
KyJTypa — KpeMbuHUTe M3genvs. C IpUchIys Cu
ThpCel] AyX U TBOpYEeCKa eHeprus, T CbyMs Ja
TpeBbpHE Te3W Y)K HemlpeTeHLMO03HU apTedakTH
B OCHOBeH (DakTOp Ha MCTOPUUYECKHTe TIPOLIeCH,
KOWTO 3aHMMaBaT Me’KJyHapojHaTa MpaucTopHsl.
ToBa M3MbKBa Hal-sIpKO B HACKOpO 3alljdTeHara
JIOKTOPCKa Te3a, JUCKyTHpalla MHOroOpoiiHH ac-
TeKTH, CpeJ| KOUTO U HeonuTHU3aluaTa Ha bbira-
pUs; TO3U HEWH TPyZ Iie Ob/ie yOMMKyBaH KaTo
Opoii 14 Ha cyruiemenTute Ha be-CA. TeopeTnu-
HUTEe, METO/0/IOTUYHUTE, eKCIIepUMeHTalTHUTe U
Hay4YHU MOCTWKeHUsI Ha Mapusi /bJIro Le ciaysKar
KaTo eTaJIoH 3a IMOKOJIeHUsT Ob/Iellv IIPauCTOPULIH.
FOGunente ca ToBOJ 3a Tpa3HyBaHe, HO
CBITO ¥ 3a pa3Muchi. KakBo e Ob/ereTo Ha Be-
CA? OcHOBaHO Karo opraH Ha Aconuanusita Ha
ObsirapckuTe apxeososu (ABA), TIo HaCTOSIIIEM TO
ollesisiBa C rojKpenara Ha Vcropuueckusi hakyii-
teT Ha Coduiickus yHusepcuret ,,CB. KiumeHT
OxpuicKu“ ¥ C TIOMOINTa Ha TPOeKTHO (hrHaH-
cvpaHe, HO TIO-CTabW/IHA (UHAHCOBA pamMKa Ou
OCHUT'ypu/ia TBOPYECKH JyX CpeJ, pefakKL[MOHHaTa
KOJIeTHsi, BMECTO TPEBOTH 3a obe3reyaBaHe.
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neglected, but extremely important aspect of pre-
historic material culture — flint objects. With her
inherently inquisitive mind and creative energy,
she managed to turn these seemingly dull artefacts
into a major factor in the historical processes that
preoccupy European prehistory. This is evident in
her recently defended doctoral thesis, discussing
numerous aspects, including the Neolithisation of
Bulgaria. This major work will be published as the
14" supplement of the Be-JA series. Maria’s theo-
retical, methodological, experimental and scien-
tific achievements will long serve as a benchmark
for generations of future prehistorians.

Jubilees are a cause for celebration, but
also for reflection. What is the future of Be-JA?
Founded as an organ of the Association of Bulgar-
ian Archaeologists (ABA), it currently survives
with the support of the Faculty of History of Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski” and with the
help of project funding. A more stable financial
framework would ensure a creative editorial spirit
instead of concerns and worries about the future.



