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ABSTRACT

This article is focused on the problems related to cut- and thrust weapons, their constructive elements and applications and
their parallels in Northern Europe and Scandinavia dated between the 9th and 11th centuries, found within the present-day
Bulgarian territory. An attempt is made to trace the paths and discover the reasons which brought them to the Balkan Peninsula. The chances of finding North European weaponry artifacts on the Balkans vary. Evidence of various relations can
be found in medieval Byzantine written sources – from well-armed Varangians and military units from the North, to trade
relations between Vikings and the Eastern Roman Empire. It is well known that Scandinavians during this period traded
mainly honey, wax, precious animal furs and probably some armament elements. So the availability of North European
armament elements in Bulgaria may not be evidence only of the presence of military units, or of Varangian military campaigns toward the Balkans, but also of trade contacts with Constantinople. The manufacturing of local Balkans imitations of
some North European elements of armament is also possible. Even now, there is a lack of data regarding the manufacturing
of imitations within Bulgarian territories.
The presence of Varangians within the present-day Bulgarian territory is evidenced mainly by items related to military armament and weaponry. This article pays particular attention to the development of the so-called „Nordic art styles“, whose
traces are most clearly observed on the ornamentation of weaponry of North-European origin. The research on findings
related to weapons for close combat (so-called „Cold weapons“) of Scandinavian origin in Bulgarian lands is of particular
importance for the study of the Early Medieval warfare in the Lower Danube area because this type of artefacts makes up
a large part of the arsenal of cut- and thrust weapons found south of the Danube and dated to the period between the 9th
and 11th c.
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This is not the first research related to the Viking / Varangian armament in Bulgarian lands today.
Numerous scientific works by various Bulgarian scientists such as Valeri Yotov (Yotov 2004), Oksana
Minaeva (Minaeva 2013) and others are available in the Bulgarian scientific literature. They have
paid considerable attention to the issue of the presence of warriors of Scandinavian origin south of
Danube. The main purpose of this article is to summarize and analyze archaeological material already
known in scientific circulation, adding new weapons of Scandinavian origin from the Bulgarian
lands. As is well known, the Early Medieval Scandinavian weapon masters have been specializing
workmanship of the separate structural elements of sword, such as pommels, crossguards, scabbard
tips, suspension applications, and e.c. However, the blades have often been imported into Scandinavia
from the territories of Western Europe and in particular from the Rhine region. The availability of
weapons of this kind is of course not a definite indicator of the physical presence of warriors with
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Fig. 1. Map of the trade routes of the Varangians from Scandinavia to Eastern Europe and Asia (in blue - the
road to Constantinople is presented, and in red - the so-called “Volga Road”) (figure by S. Kamburov)
Обр. 1. Карта на търговския път на варягите от Скандинавия към Източна Европа и Азия (в синьо –
варяжкият път към Константинопол, в червено – т.нар. „Волжски път”) (изработка С. Камбуров)

northern origin. The weapon itself can`t be a testimony of the presence of representatives of the same
ethnicity that links its manufacture, especially as far as it is concerned for territories thousands of
kilometers remote from one another.
It is necessary to note that some of the Scandinavian weapons might have fallen into the lands
of Southeast Europe as a result of military prey, gift or trade, not only through the physical resence of
Varangians, which is anyway testified in the written and artistic sources. The present scientific paper
also aims to present some interesting conclusions which is reached after a more detailed analysis of
the morphological features of some types of cut and thrust weapons.
The Balkans are subject of attacks mainly by the so-called “Eastern Normans” or known as
Varangians in the second half of the 10th century, after the consolidation of tribes in Southern Russia
and the appearance of Kievan Rus. It is about the march of the Kiev prince Svetoslav in the period
968-971 to the Bulgarian lands and Constantinople during the period of rule of the Byzantine emperor John I Tzimiskes (969-976). The main route through which the Varangians were contacted with
Byzantium and the Near East was described by the Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus (913959) “The Varangians Route” or also known by its Russian name “Путь из варягов к грек” exactly
this information concerning this trade route from the essay “De Administrando Imperio” allows us to
understand that the Vikings except warriors and seafarers were also very good traders. The Scandinavians mainly traded valuable animal skins, honey, wax, and perhaps elements of armaments, such
as some constructive swords elements as pommels, crossguards, scabbard’s tips etc. On their way,
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Fig. 2. Detail from Oseberg ship
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Osebergskipet-Detail.jpg)
(31.03.2021)
Обр. 2. Детайл от ладията в
Oseberg (https://commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:Osebergskipet-Detail.
jpg) (31.03.2021)

the Varangians met eastern merchants with whom they exchanged their goods and in return received
precious fabrics, jewels and especially silver Arabic dirhams, for which we have data that they are
found in a particularly large quantity in the Baltic Sea area of Gotland Island (so-called The Varangians Sea) – the starting point of the “Varangians Route” (Minaeva 2012, 109-111).
From Gotland Island, the road passes through the Gulf of Finland and the River Dvina to
Novgorod (the center of power in the Russian territories before the founding of Kievan Rus) and
through the northern large trade center Ladoga (one of the first Varangians-Russian trade centers in
Eastern Europe). Lake Ladoga is a crossroad where the two main merchant roads of Varangians are
divided (fig. 1).
The first is to Constantinople (Miklagard) serving the Byzantine trade, and the second route is
known as the “Volga Route”, it diverges along the Volga River to the southeast toward the Caspian
Sea and Derbent. He served the trade contacts mainly between the Varangians-Russians, the Khazars, Persian and the Arabs. Regarding the “Varangians Route” to Constantinople from Novgorod,
the route continued along the Dnieper River and reached the shores of the Northern Black Sea, the
Danube Delta at the Sulina branch and the Crimean Peninsula, from there by sea the route ended in
the Byzantine capital.
The data for this Early Medieval trade road artery with the Varangians determines the presence
of findings with Northern European origin in the area of North-East Bulgaria and the Northern Black
Sea coast since the so-called “Viking period” end of 8th / beginning of 9th–middle of 11th century.
According to Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, it is clear that during the passage of the Varangians
through the separate river thresholds in the southern Russian steppes on their route to Byzantium,
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Fig. 3. Style “Borre” (http://viking.archeurope.
info) (31.03.2021)
Обр. 3. Стил „Borre“ (http://viking.
archeurope.info) (31.03.2021)

they are often attacked by the Pechenegs, that is why it is quite likely that part of the objects, including and elements of North European armaments to have come to Pechenegs as a result of military
prey or robbery.
It is possible that part of the findings of weapons, and in particular of swords or their constructive elements, which are of undisputed Scandinavian origin, have entered the Bulgarian lands
precisely through the Pechenegs during their intensified invasions in the 11th century. Shortly after
the baptizing of Kievan Rus in 988, Emperor Basil II (976-1025) hired about 6 000 Varangians for
his personal guard, and thus created the so-called “Varangians Corps”, personally responsible for
guarding the Basileus. The presence of Varangians on the Bulgarian lands is mainly evidenced by
findings related to elements of the military suit (equipment) and armament. The main features that
make this type of findings to belong to the Northern European material as well as spiritual culture are
the ornamental motifs found on most of them.
In the 6th century, appeared the so-called „German Beast Ornament“, it combines Celtic and
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Fig. 4. Style “Jellinge”
(http://viking.archeurope.info)
(31.03.2021)
Обр. 4. Стил „Jellinge“
(http://viking.archeurope.info)
(31.03.2021)

Eastern elements into itself, embracing the zoomorphic and plant motifs. It is supposed that this type
of ornamentation originates from the Late Antique Roman art. Exactly the “German Beast style” is
on the basis of Scandinavian art. One of the main production and craft centers associated with artistic
craft products in Scandinavia is Helgö to Lake Mälaren.
Its production (mainly ornaments) is spread throughout Scandinavia, but the most common
findings of this origin are found in Gotland Island. In the 7th–8th centuries, along with the main burial
custom of the Vikings – cremation, a new form appears directly related to the Viking occupations and
crafts, namely the laying of the dead man in a boat and filling with the mound embankment
Similar tumuluses are registered in Vendel (whose name is called a whole stage in the development of Scandinavian culture), Valsätra, Ultuna, near Uppsala (Sweden). The Beast style is transformed under the influence of a bandage ornament, which is a tangle whose ends usually end with
heads of animals. This change in ornamentation marks the beginning of the actual “Viking tradition”
in ornamental art.
The earliest monument on which ornaments related to early Viking art are discovered is the
wooden boat found in a tumulus in Oseberg (Norway) dated 9th century (fig. 2). It is for this reason
that the early Viking ornamental style is called “Oseberg”, which develops in the second half of the
8th century. This style is characterized, besides with beast motifs, also with the appearance of an
anthropomorphic ornament in the form of a human face. In the second half of the 9th–10th centuries,
the beast ornament became more schematic, with well-defined zoomorphic images, and the human
face, as a motif, became more and more established as a leader in ornamentation. This style is called
“Borre” and presents Norwegian art in the 9th century – the second half of the 10th century (fig. 3).
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Fig. 5. Style “Mammen” (http://viking.
archeurope.info) (31.03.2021)
Обр. 5. Стил „Mammen“ (http://
viking.archeurope.info) (31.03.2021)

Its name originates from a tumulus in Vestfold (Norway). This type of ornament has the largest
distribution range, reaching West to Britain, East to the Volga River and the Dnieper River, and to
the Southeast to Byzantium and Caliphate. In parallel with Borre style, another branch of the Viking
art – Jellinge, which is characterized by the combination of intersecting band ornamentation and
zoomorphic motifs (fig. 4), was developed in the end of IX century - beginning XI century. The three
mentioned ornamental styles in Northern European art are influenced to some extent by the Frankish
Empire, Byzantium, and Eastern Europe, which is explained by the great Viking movement during
this period west, south, and east for commercial or military purposes. The spread of Christianity to
Scandinavia has a direct impact on the development of Norse art. An example of this is the so-called
“Harald’s Stone” and the ornamental compositions on it. The stone is located in the old Danish capital Jellinge (hence the name of the ornamental style) and is dated around 980 a.c.
On one of the three sides the Crucifixion is represented, with the Cross of Christ having overflowing lines, distinctive for the Jellinge style. The second side of the stone is occupied by a scene
representing a battle between a lion and a dragon, and a runic inscription on the third side. The Mammen style, named after the Mammen area, near the town of Viborg (Denmark) were developed within
the period middle 10th–middle 11th, where a silver axe with a silver inlay was found (fig. 5). For this
style are typical images of mythological monsters, mainly dragons, as the inheritance of the styles
“Borre” and “Jellinge” the knot is kept. For “Mammen,” the animal figure is larger than the “Jell-
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Fig. 6. Bronze pommel of the sword and sword from: a. Pacuiul liu Soare (Popa, 1982); b. Monastirishte,
Orlovskaya district (Russia), (without scale) (Kirpichnikov 1966, 109, tab.III)
Обр. 6. Бронзов помел на меч и меч от: a. Pacuiul liu Soare (Popa, 1982); b. Манастирище, Орловска
област (Русия), (без мащаб) (Kirpichnikov 1966, 109, tab.III)

inge”. It also shows images of acanthus plant. Exactly this element of Mammen-style is taken from
the European artistic ornamentation, where the plant motif is particularly popular in the 10th century.
The other two ornamental styles – “Ringerike” and “Urnes” – developed during the end of 10th- middle of 12th century. “Ringerike” is also known as the “Runic Stones” style, which is again characterized by dragon images but more stylized and plant motifs are added. The style “Urnes” is similar
to “Ringerike”, but it is mainly crafted with carving on the wooden churches of Norway. Its name
comes from a small wooden church in the village of Urnes (West Norway) decorated with carving.
These two “late-Vikings” art styles are directly influenced by Byzantine art and appear along with the
Christianization of Scandinavia. They are also often affected by Christian symbolism. In these two
Nordic styles, cross-section images for the first time appeared (fig. 11). Here I have to mention one
good research over development of the Viking “beast style” in the period 8th–12th century in Northern Europe according to data of dendrochronological analyzes. It is done from German researcher
and specialist Michael Wille (Wille 2001, 215-250). In his article he pays particular attention to the
elements of armament, warrior`s costume, wooden churches in Norway and elements of Vikings
warships decorated in the so-called “beast style”, discovered in a graves during an archaeological
excavations in Scandinavia.
It is important to note that the Early Medieval elements of armament in the lands south of the
Danube, especially after the second half of the 9th century, are found outside the burial context, i.e
outside the closed archaeological context. This is a fact because of the conversion in Christianity of
the Bulgarian lands, and in the Christian norms the burial custom forbid the burial gifts to be placed,
even more – the weapons. Swords or their constructive elements are mainly found near to or in fortresses, as well as in shafts, but many of them are out of a clear stratigraphic context and others even
have an unknown location. The lack of a clear archaeological environment of discovery seriously
hinders their accurate dating and interpretation of historical events that led to their fall into the lands
south of the Danube.
The first artifact of Northern European origin I would draw your attention is the bronze pommel found in the fortress of the Romanian island of Pacuiul lui Soare in the 1980s and published by
R. Popa (Popa 1982, 425-431). It is defined as a finding with undoubted Scandinavian origin, and
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Fig. 7. Petersen`s typology of the Viking swords (Peirce 2002, 18-19; Petersen 1919)
Обр. 7. Типологията на Petersen за викингските мечове (Peirce 2002, 18-19; Petersen 1919)

three variants are supposed for its location there. The first is connected with the Russians’ marches
led by Prince Svetoslav (968–971), the second option is that the pommel was part of the sword of a
Viking who served as a mercenary in the Viking corps of first half 11th century, and the third option
is the pommel to be found into the fortress as a military prey to a Byzantine soldier who has appropriated his sword after the successful military campaign of John I Tzimiskes against the Russians.
Popa, however, notes as the most acceptable the first option. The bronze pommel is silver-plated,
showing signs of gilding in some places. The precious work of this bronze and silver-plated pommel
with gilded traces, however, gives rise to another type of reasoning – that it is likely that the sword to
which it was attached was deprived of the utilitarian functions of a weapon and served only, as a representative parade armament. The pommel has a weight of 148 grams and a length of 73 millimeters,
and it is 20 mm wide. The archaeological excavation in the island’s fortress have been executed since
1956. The fortress is defined as a Byzantine built during the reign of Emperor John I Tzimiskes and
more precisely in the period 971–976. The 1972 research by R. Diaconu proves that the main function of the fortress was probably to serve the Lower Danube Byzantine Navy in the area of Drastar
(Diaconu 1972). The bronze, silver-plate pommel is found out of a clear archeological context, and
the only way to be properly dated and addressed to certain historical events is through the parallels
and style of the ornamentation. It is trilobate, and its two extreme parts are lower than the middle
and are shaped like an animal head. The attachment hole on the hilt has a beveled edge, and a pin
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Fig. 8. Typology of Kirpichnikov (Kirpichnikov 1966, 19)
Обр. 8. Типологията на Kirpichnikov (Kirpichnikov 1966, 19)

that secures the pommel to the hilt is preserved. An ornament of interlacing strips is recorded on
the middle part, which part is separated from the two edges by two deep-cut strips on which gilded
traces are found. The finest pieces were probably gilded, as traces of gold leaf are also found on the
shaped heads of animals that have detailed almond-shaped eyes. The style and ornamentation of the
pommel refers to objects made under the influence of Northern European art, and more specifically
to the Scandinavian ornamental style Jellinge, which developed during the middle of 9th century – the
beginning of the 11th century. Popa takes this pommel to type S according to the typology of Petersen
and dates back to the second half of the 10th century (fig. 6a).
This typology is based on the chronological development of the sword hilt (the pommel and
sword crossguard) from Scandinavia, as well as on their specific ornamentation. Its typology is based
on the study of more than 2000 Norse swords, which are divided into 26 groups with separate subgroups, all of which are from well-established archaeological complexes of the 9th–11th century (Petersen 1919). Swords are found in a well-dated burial complexes in Norway, Sweden and Finland).
It is possible, however, to refer to the type T-1 on the typology of Kirpichnikov (fig. 8). His typology
is borrowed from Petersen (fig. 7). From the 26 types of Petersen, Kirpichnikov takes 13 types of
swords found in Russian territories dated end of 9th – the first half of the 11th century, again differenti-
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Fig. 9. Typology of Scandinavian swords of M.
Wheeler (I to VII type) to which two additional
types of swords of E. Oakeshott (type VIII and type
IX) (Wheeler 1927; Oakeshott 1960, 133, fig. 57)
Обр. 9. Типология на скандинавските мечове
на M.Wheeler (от I до VII тип) с два добавени
типа мечове по типологията на E. Oakeshott
(тип VIII и тип IX) (Wheeler 1927; Oakeshott
1960, 133, fig. 57)

ated according to the type of the sword hilt), whose main characteristic, distinguishing it from type S,
is the zoomorphic design of the edges. Type T-1 also dates back to the second half of the 10th century
– beginning of 11th century, similar pommels are registered in the territories of Russia. In many cases,
these two types almost do not differ, but some researchers define the first as a “Carolingian type” and
the second as “Scandinavian”(Kirpichnikov1966, 27).
The exact parallel of the pommel of Pacuiul lui Soare was found on the sword from Monastirishte - Orlovskaya district (Russia) (fig. 6b). A Latin inscription “NRED” is registered on the
sword crossguard. According to Kippichnikov, this inscription is the name of the Franks Workshop
specializing in swordsmanship, “Ingelred”, which gives reason to assume that the sword was produced in Western Europe (Kirpichnikov 1966, 109, tab.III,35). From written records, it is known that
some of the greatest swordsmen in the Middle Ages were the Franks. Probably most of the blades are
made in specialized weaponries in Western Europe and more precisely in the Frankish Empire, while
the other sword components have been produced and mounted separately in local workshops by local
masters and ornamented according to the local art traditions.
For the use of the Frankish swords by the Varangians, we have information from the Arab
chronicler Al Kindi (801–866) and Ibn Fadlan, who personally visited the Varangians in the period
921–922 AD and described their swords by calling them “Frankish” (Ibn Fadlan 1992, 22). Much
of sword type S have Latin inscriptions „Ulfberht“ incrusted along a blade. This type of sword is
widespread in Northern and Western Europe, suggesting that the inscription is a well-known brand of
sword made in the 9th–11th centuries along the Rhine in the area between Mainz and Bonn.
Another artifact, related to the arms for close battle and again of Scandinavian origin, is the
sword`s scabbard tip of the „Stana“ fortress (Novi Pazar) (fig. 10a) (Yotov 2003, 12). It was published
by Pavel Georgiev in 1986 in his article “Finding of Viking Time” (Georgiev 1986). It is important to
note that the tip is found out of context and is a random find. Georgiev suggests that his location into
the fortress is related to the marches of Prince Svetoslav in Northeastern Bulgaria or was part of the
sword scabbard of a warrior, a part of the Varangians corps of the 11th century. The tip is cast from
bronze and has an openwork decoration, but unfortunately it is not entirely preserved because it has a
broken lower part. The decoration is represented by anthropomorphic motifs depicting a human face
in combination with a strip-like ornament. The ornament representing a human face with mustache
is particularly characteristic of the early Viking style “Oseberg” in the second half of the 8th century
– middle of 9th. Subsequently, some of the motifs were added to the later Nordic ornamental styles
– “Borre” and “Jellinge”. Round and quarter holes made in the tip serve to attach it to the tip of the
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Fig. 10. Bronze scabbard tips from: a. “Stana” fortress (Novi Pazar), (without scale) (Yotov 2003, 12); b.
Vicinity of Varna, (without scale) (Zlatkov 2014g, 150; Yotov 2004); c. Chersonesus (Crimea), (without
scale) (Baranov 2017, 42, fig. 8b)
Обр. 10. Бронзови накрайници на ножници от: a. Крепостта „Стана“ (Нови Пазар), (без мащаб)
(Yotov 2003, 12); b. Околностите на Варна, (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014g, 150; Yotov 2004); c. Херсонес
(Крим), (без мащаб) (Baranov 2017, 42, fig. 8b)

scabbard. Typically, the scabbard itself is made of wood and less often than of bone, and has been reinforced with an iron or bronze tip at the top. The Stana Fortress tip is 41 mm high, 42 mm wide, and
a thickness of 9 mm. Due to the fact that it is a random finding beyond a clear stratigraphic context,
the date could only be terminus post quem. The period of fall of this type in the Bulgarian lands could
be around of the second half of the 10th century when the earliest military marches of the Russians
(including Varangians) to the lands south of the Danube were documented. Of course, we don’t have
to look at every single element of armament as a trace of military presence. It can be also an evidence
for a trade contact between Scandinavian merchants and Byzantium – something well attested in the
medieval written sources. The ornamentation of the Stana tip is well preserved only on one side, and
on the other it is highly worn, which in turn could be an indicator of prolonged use. Exact analogies
of this type of tip are found not only in Northern Europe – Scandinavia, but also in the eastern parts
of the continent in the territories of today’s Russia, Ukraine and the Baltic. Chronologically, their
spread dates back to the 9th century, massively in the 10th century, until the 11th century, when the
Vikings were finally assimilated in Northern and Eastern Europe and Christianized. The Varangians
abandoned their pagan cults, whose image was clearly perceived in the specific ornamental tradition.
A completely similar scabbard tip with that of the „Stana“ fortress was found in the village of
Nimschütz (Germany) and published by Coblenz (Coblenz 1975, 91-97). It is again made of bronze,
something very characteristic of this type of finds with Scandinavian (Viking) origin and with openwork ornamentation. Pavel Georgiev suggests that it is quite possible that the two tips are cast in
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Fig. 11. Chronological chart of the development of styles in Viking art (http://viking.archeurope.info/index.
php?page=viking-art-styles-timeline) (11.08.2018)
Обр. 11. Хронологическа скала на развитието на стиловете във Викингското изкуство. (http://viking.
archeurope.info/index.php?page=viking-art-styles-timeline) (11.08.2018)

the same matrix, because the human face and zoomorphic motifs on both finds are very similar.
The Nimschütz tip was discovered during excavations in a Slavonic settlement. Almost completely
analogous are the places where the holes on the two tips are made. These type of tips belong to the
type of “four-paw beast” according to Paulsen typology, widely distributed in the territory of Sweden
and Norway in the 10th century. There is probably a large production center for making bronze tips
on scabbards, pommels and sword crossguards. In 2001 in the vicinity of Varna was discovered a tip
(fig. 10b) (Zlatkov 2014g, 150), which also belongs to the type of “German four-paw beast” and is
a perfect parallel of the find of the Stana fortress, which probably was captured during the Svetoslav
military campaigns in Northeastern Bulgaria, and it was the first one in 968-969 (Yotov 2003, 132135). Subsequently, it was under the control of Byzantium after the successful military campaign of
John I Tzimiskes against Svetoslav’s Russians in 971, passing from Preslav to Drastar. The fortress is
situated on the plateau „Stana“ - east of Novi Pazar (Shumen Province). One of the hypotheses is that
there was the late antique and medieval fortress of Dinaya. An interesting fact is that an analogous
sword tip of the Stana was found in the probable tomb of Prince Igor (912-945), the father of Prince
Svetoslav, in Iscrostene where he was supposedly killed in 945AC (Georgiev Yotov 2003, 12 1986).
This gives additional grounds to assume that the Northeast Bulgaria tip was part of the armament of
the Russian troops led by Prince Svetoslav Igorjevic. This type of hilts combine Norwegian styles
Borre (840–980 AC) and Jellinge (870–1000 AC) in their ornamentation. The parallel of the Stana
artifact is also a scabbard tip found in Chersonesus (Crimea), again with a stylized human face and
zoomorphic motifs (fig. 10c) (Baranov 2017, 42, fig. 8b). From the typology of Korzuhina G.F., who
published studios for the sword tips from the Russian territories, this type of tips belongs to type II,
which is widely distributed in the Swedish lands and especially in the Gotland, Island, Volga river
area and the Middle Dnieper. The tips of this type are dated 10th – beginning of 11th century. This
type of bronze tips were discovered massively in Gotland Island, where they were probably made.
From the starting point of the so-called „The Varangians route“, these artifacts are spread mainly in
three directions. The first route is to Gnezdovo (Upper Dnieper), southern Priladojie and then to the
Middle Dnieper and the Crimean Peninsula. The second route is to the Oka river, the Volga river and
the Kama river region, and the third direction is to Central Europe and mainly to the territories of
present Poland and Hungary. Thus some of this type of findings fall precisely in the lands of Northeastern Bulgaria, probably imported by Varangian warriors. The route described by Constantine VII
Porphyrogenitus, the famous „Varangian road“ (fig. 1), coincides completely with the first two routes
described above for spreading artifacts of Scandinavian origin. This fact further supports the thesis
that these subjects are undoubtedly of North European origin. From the research on the decoration
of these types of findings, it follows that the ornamentation on the bronze of the scabbard tips, and
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Fig. 12. Bronze scabbard tips from: a. Madara, (without scale) (Zlatkov 2014f, 151; Yotov 2004); b. Rupkite
(Chirpan), (without scale) (Fehér 1931); c. Oescus (Gigen), (without scale) (Yotov 2003, 17); d. Vicinity of
Razgrad, (without scale) (Yotov 2003, 26)
Обр. 12. Бронзови накрайници на ножници от: a. Мадара, (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014f, 151; Yotov
2004); b. Рупките (Чирпан), (без мащаб) (Fehér 1931); c. Ескус (Гиген) (без мащаб) (Yotov 2003, 17); d.
Околностите на Разград, (без мащаб) (Yotov 2003, 26)

indeed on most of the elements of the weaponry of Northern European origin, represents precisely
the motifs of the Scandinavian mythology. The presence of Odin’s image on scabbard tips is not by
accident, since Odin is a god of war besides the fact that also is a god of Scandinavian poetry. For the
Vikings, the decoration of the scabbard tips had a cult value, closely tied to Edda. The images of the
bird and the dragon had functions of the amulet, believing that they increase the weapon’s combat
qualities.
Two other bronze scabbard tips found in Madara (fig. 12a) (Zlatkov 2014f, 151) and Rupkite
(Chirpan) (fig. 12b) were published by Geza Feher in 1931, suggesting East European origin (Фехер
1931). They refer to type V of the Korzuhina classification and date back to the early 11th century.
This type of tips is widely distributed in East Europe and the Baltic. Their ornamentation is considerably simpler than the one mentioned above. Ornamented only with plant motifs and palmetts and
are without openwork decoration. Some researchers believe that these are East European imitations
of Scandinavian scabbard tips made in the western parts of Russia and the Baltic. The presence of
the palmette, as an ornament, gives grounds for assuming eastern influence in the decoration, some
researchers attributing this to the longer contact between Kievan Rus and Byzantium. Another scabbard tip was discovered in the medieval settlement over the late antique Oescus (fig. 12c) (Yotov
2003, 17) and is currently located in the Pleven historical museum with А3165. It was discovered
during regular archeological excavations under the eastern wall of the city basilica. The tip is made
of bronze, decorated and edged with a narrow relief strip on both sides whose edges are assembled
into a stylized, flattened animal head. Three round holes are provided in the central field for the at-
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Fig. 13. Map of the distribution of finds related to the Varangians in the Bulgarian lands in the 10-11
centuries (Kolev 2015, 68, fig. 1)
Обр. 13. Карта на разпространението на находки свързани с варягите в българските земи X-XI век
(Kolev 2015, 68, fig. 1)

tachment of the tip to the wooden scabbard. The tip ends with a papular top with a fine concentric
groove. From the top, a three-leaved palmette with low relief is dissolved. The artifact was published
by M. Asparuhov in 1993, which dates back to the second half of the 10th century, but the fall of the
tip in the Bulgarian lands could also be related to the Pechenegs› raids in the 40s of 11th century (Asparuhov 1993). The size of the tip is: height 83 mm, width 42 mm and thickness 14 mm. It belongs to
type V on the typology of Korzuhina and the so-called-“Eastern-Prussian Group“, based on Paulsen’s
typology dating back to the 10th–11th century. The three described tips (from Madara, Rupkite and
Oescus) refer to the same type, namely V-type Korzuhina.
In the sample of the Rupkite (fig. 12b) (found in the medieval layer of the late antique fortress Karasura), a heart-shaped sheet is made in the lower part, and in the upper two symmetrically
located, at both ends, three-leaved palmettes. The edged top sides are assembled to form a stylized,
flattened animal head with well-defined eyes. His fall into the lands south of Hemus could be related
to the information of Leo Deacon in his essay “History” about the second march of Prince Svetoslav
when he crosses the Stara Planina Passes and reaches Philippopolis. The three tips have accurate parallels in Hungary, Ukraine, Crimea, Volga river area, Gnezdovo, Podgorica (Ukraine) and date back
to the second half of 10th century – beginning of 11th century. It is important to note that the territorial distribution of the V-type tips of the Korzuhina classification is to the north to East Prussia and
Latvia, to the south by Chersonesus (Crimea) and are completely absent in Scandinavia as artifacts.
The availability of the east origin ornamental motif - the palmette on these findings, gives grounds for
looking for eastern influence in their making. The oriental influence on the material culture of the Varangians is also obvious on other objects, such as belt appliqués, amulets and others. Gradually from
the 11th century, in the findings of northern origin there was a displacement of the beast ornamental
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Fig. 14. Scabbard tips from: a. With an unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria, (without scale) (Yotov
2003, 13); b. “Zavet” fortress near to Razgrad, (without scale) (Yotov 2003, 9); c. fortress near Miladinovtsi
(near Targovishte), (without scale) (Yotov 2003, 10); d. fortress near Miladinovtsi (near Targovishte),
(without scale) (Zlatkov 2014e, 153; Yotov 2004); e. with an unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria,
(without scale) (Zlatkov 2014h, 154; Yotov 2004); f. Pavlikeni, (without scale) (Zlatkov 2014d, 149; Yotov
2004); g. with an unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria, (without scale) (Zlatkov 2014c, 152; Yotov
2004); h. with an unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria, (without scale) (Yotov 2003, 23); i. with an
unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria Bulgaria, (without scale) (Zlatkov 2014b, 155; Yotov 2004; j.
fortress “Sveti Duh” near to Haskovo Mineral Baths (South Bulgaria), (without scale) (Yotov 2004, 55)
Обр. 14. Накрайници на ножници от: a. С неизвестно местонамиране в Североизточна България,
(без мащаб) (Yotov 2003, 13); b. крепостта „Завет“ близо до Разград, (без мащаб) (Yotov 2003, 9);
c. крепостта близо до Миладиновци (обл.Търговище), (без мащаб) (Yotov 2003, 10); d. крепостта
близо до Миладиновци (обл.Търговище), (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014e, 153; Yotov 2004); e. неизвестно
местонамиране в Североизточна България, (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014h, 154; Yotov 2004); f. Павликени,
(без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014d, 149; Yotov 2004); g. неизвестно местонамиране в Североизточна
България, (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014c, 152; Yotov 2004); h. неизвестно местонамиране в
Североизточна България, (без мащаб) (Yotov 2003, 23); i. неизвестно местонамиране в Североизточна
България, (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014b, 155; Yotov 2004); j. крепостта „Св.Дух“ близо до Хасковски
минерални бани (Южна България), (без мащаб) (Yotov 2004, 55)

motif from the plant. This trend is also registered in Scandinavia, where Byzantine and eastern elements have an increasing impact on Norman culture. The tips of Madara, Rupkite and Oescus are
the southernmost point of the spread of this type of artifacts. Due to the fact that they are not found
in a clear archaeological context, their dating could only be terminus post quem. Most findings of
swords and their constructive elements of northern European origin are concentrated in Northeastern
Bulgaria and most of them are associated with the marches of the Kiev prince Svatoslav or with the
Varangian corps. The Oescus tip is far away from this area, and precisely because of that it could be
assumed that it was caught there during the intensified Pecheneg’s invasions during the middle of
11th century. It is possible that the weapon was caught in the “Pechenegs hands” as a military prey,
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Fig. 15. Swords from: a. Opaka (Popovo), (without scale) (Zlatkov 2014a, 140; Yotov 2004); b.
Gradeshnitsa (Vratsa) (photo S. Kamburov)
Обр.15. Мечове от: a. Опака (Попово), (без мащаб) (Zlatkov 2014a, 140; Yotov 2004); b. Градешница
(Враца) (снимка С. Камбуров)

as a result of the frequent military clashes between Varangians and Pechenegs during 10th century,
for which we also have written information from Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus in his essay “De
Administrando Imperio”. The concentration of weapons and armament items of North European origin in North Bulgaria, and particularly in the northeastern parts of the country (fig. 13) (Kolev 2015,
68, fig.1), could be due to the less well-researched middle age archaeological sites south of Hemus.
Out of the total of sixteen tips, from the Bulgarian lands which V. Yotov included in his study,
fifteen were made of bronze and only one sample of iron (Йотов 2004, 46-58). To these fifteen are
mentioned the specimens mentioned above. The other bronze tips are respectively:
Tip with unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria (fig. 14a) (Yotov 2003, 13). It is made
of bronze with openwork ornamentation, on one side is represented a bird figure, and around it a
tangle. On the other side is an ornament of intermingling dragon with heads in profile. Exact parallels of this tip are found in Scandinavia and Russia, and particular in Birka (Sweden) and Gnezdovo
(Russia). The ornament gives grounds to refer to the Paulsen classification as a German “four paw
beast”, as the motif of intertwining dragon is characteristic of the Norse style Jellinge (870-1000)
(Paulsen 1953). Indeed, in its ornamentation are combined two separate types of motifs – “German
bird motif” and “German four-paw beast” on Paulsen’s typology. Most probably, this tip could refer
to the elements of North European armaments. Its dating on the basis of analogies is the second half
of the 10th century and its fall into Northeastern Bulgaria could be related with the Svetoslav military
campaigns in the period 969–971.
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Fig. 16. Swords from: a Albești (Romania), (without scale) (Yotov 2011, 45); b. Latin inscription with
embossed letters “Ulfberht” along the blade of the sword from Albesti (Yotov 2011, 45); c. northern
Dobrudja with an unknown location, (without scale) (Yotov 2011, 45); d. Northern Dobrudja with an
unknown location, (without scale) (Yotov 2011, 45)
Обр. 16. Мечове от: а. Albești (Румъния), (без мащаб) (Yotov 2011, 45); b. Латински надпис с релефни
букви „Ulfberht“ по дължина на острието на меча от Albesti (Yotov 2011, 45); c. Северна Добруджа
с неизвестно местонамиране, (без мащаб) (Yotov 2011, 45); d. Северна Добруджа с неизвестно
местонамиране, (без мащаб) (Yotov 2011, 45)

Other bronze tip is found in “Zavet” fortress near to Razgrad (fig. 14b) (Yotov 2003, 9). The
ornamentation is openwork. Its shown a stylized figure of bird and knot. Exact parallels of this artifact there are in Poland and East Prussia. This type of tips refer to type “Germen bird motifs” after
Paulsen. It is dated back to beginning of 10th century. But as the previous artifact this tip is not found
in clear stratigraphical context. For its fall into Bulgarian lands could be pointed the Russian military
campaigns in the second half of the X century.
The tip of the sword scabbard, again cast from bronze, was found in the fortress near Miladinovtsi (near Targovishte) (fig. 14c) (Yotov 2003, 10). The sample has a polished surface on both
sides, the ornament is highly erased and barely visible. However, the tip could refer to the group of
the “German four paw beast” or analogies with similar findings from the Upper Dnieper, to the group
“Gnezdovo III”, made in the Norwegian ornamental style “Jellinge”. Generally, the date of this tip
found out of context is the second half of the 10th – middle of the 11th century.
There is another bronze scabbard tip from Miladinovci fortress, which is entirely without ornamentation with a smooth surface (fig. 14d) (Zlatkov 2014e, 153). Several incised lines are recorded
on the imitating sleeve plate at the tip. Its dated second half of the 10th – middle of the 11th century.
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Fig. 17. Map of distribution of “Ulfberht” swords (Kirpichnikov 1966, 38)
Обр. 17. Карта на разпространението на „Ulfberht“ мечове (Kirpichnikov 1966, 38)

Another similar to this sample is from unknown location in Northeastern Bulgaria, which on
one side, on the upper part, is decorated with a palmette, and on the other is a registered triangular
ornament (fig. 14e) (Zlatkov 2014, 154). These tips could refer to the “East Prussian group” of the
Paulsen typology or to the Korzuhina type V. As mentioned, this type of tips are absent from the
Scandinavian findings and their production is associated with the territories of East Prussia and Russia. Korzuhina suggestion differs with the opinion of Paulsen concerning the manufacture location of
the tips from “east-Prussian group” or also known as a type of “east palmette”, dated after the second
half of 10th century. According to her, the center of production is not the Baltic’s but the area of the
Lower Danube because the mapping tabs of this type is spread south of Kiev, namely in the region
around the Danube delta (Korzuhina 1950). Since the middle of the 10th century, more and more
eastern elements have been recorded in the ornamentation of the tips, resulting in the replacement of
the northern „beast ornament“ with a plant (mainly palmette), this decoration become a characteristic
feature of the Kievan Rus region.
From the area of Pavlikeni,

near Nicopolis ad Istrum, outside a clear stratigraphical context, a
bronze tip is found, which at the top has several small openings, probably serving its attachment to a
wooden scabbard (fig. 14f) (Zlatkov 2014d, 149). A cut ornament resembling a fish bone is recorded
at the edges of the tip. The two faces of the tip are ornamented with intertwined rhombuses, and on
some parts are found traces of golden coat. The stylistic parallels of this model are again the type of
“German four-paw beast” and date back to the second half of the 10th century.
An unknown location from North-East Bulgaria is the next bronze tip, which on its two sides
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Fig. 18. Battle axes from the village of Barzina, Vratsa municipality: a. front view; b. top view
(photos S. Kamburov)
Обр.18. Бойна брадва от с.Бързина, обл.Враца: a. изглед отпред; b. изглед отгоре
(снимки С. Камбуров)

has embossed images of birds (fig. 14g) (Zlatkov 2014c, 152). The interesting thing about it is that
the ornamentation is not openwork. It is likely that a stylized figure of a falcon is presented, similar
to some of the Gnezdovo I and “German bird’s motif” in the territories of Russia and Scandinavia.
Another interesting scabbard tip was found again in Northeastern Bulgaria, but its exact location and archaeological context are unknown (fig. 14h) (Yotov 2003, 23). Its two deeply curved
inward grooves form a cross, and a relief palmette is formed in the center of the “shield”. According
to Paulsen’s classification, this tip belongs to the “Cross with rinceau” type, which dates back to the
10th–11th century (Paulsen 1953). In the Baltic, this type of tips, according to Korzuhina, are spread in
the 11th–12th century (Korzuhina 1950). The ornament suggests the significant influence of Christianity on material culture, including on the craft making of armament elements during this period. The
North European origin of this type of tips could certainly be questioned, and the center of work could
be searched within the borders of Byzantium or Christianity, Kievan Russ (after 988).
An interesting scabbard tip, which in its form differs from the others, is found in Northeastern
Bulgaria, but its exact location is unknown (fig. 14i) (Zlatkov 2014b, 155). The walls of this sample
are deeply cut and a triangle is formed in the center of the top. The ornamentation is entirely with
floral motifs. Paulsen defines this type of tip as “low” and dates back to 10th–11th centuries (Paulsen
1953).
Another scabbard tip is found near to Razgrad but with unknown archaeological context. It is
exact parallel of the tip from Madara (fig. 12d) (Yotov 2003, 26).
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The only one scabbard tip made from iron is found in fortress “Sveti Duh” near to Haskovo
Mineral Baths (South Bulgaria) (fig. 14j) (Yotov 2004, 55). The fortress is dates back to Late Antique. The item is found out of the clear stratigraphic context. It has an openwork decoration, representing three pairs of triple clovers.
Among the double-edged swords with North European origin in the Lower Danube area, it is
important to note some well-preserved findings. An example of this is the published by V. Parushev, a
sword bought and currently located in the museum of Dobrich, which is reported to have been found
in the region of Opaka (Popovo) (Parushev 1999, 31-32) (fig. 15a) (Zlatkov 2014a, 140). According
to the form of pommel, the sword refers to Type K on the typology of Petersen’s „Viking Swords“
dating back to the second half of the 8th– middle 9th century. I have to mention that this type of swords
is absent completely among the findings from the Russian territories and probably for this reason
type K is missing in the classification of Kirpicnikov (fig. 8) (Kirpichnikov 1966). Exact parallels
of this type of sword are found in the territories of today’s France, suggesting that their fall there is
related to the Viking military crusades to the Frankish Empire in the period 850-900. At the point,
on the double-edged blade, on the sword of Opaka, is a recorded inlaid swastika. Here is the time to
pay attention to the al-Kindi report, which makes a description of the Frankish swords, and mentions
that they have a wider blade from the hilt that gradually narrows towards the top. Frankish swords,
according to the Arabian chronicler, featured with a wide fuller along the length. Kindi, mentions that
often in the upper part of the Frankish swords blade are inlaid different symbols, made of brass or
gold or cut in the forms of crosses, swastikas, half moons, etc. This information gives rise to a reflection on the origin, if not the entire sword of Opaka, at least on its blade. Probably the blade was made
in a specialized forging workshop in the territory of the Frankish Empire, where there is evidence of
the mass production of double-edged swords in the period 9th-11th centuries. The presence of pommel
with corresponding shape that is characteristic feature of the Nordic swords (more specifically, of
Scandinavia), gives the reason to assume that the pommels was made exactly there and subsequently
mounted on the blade made in the West European armory. Swords with local Scandinavian origin,
unlike the “Frankish”, are single-edged. The single-edged Norse swords are one of the main weapons
for the close combat of the Vikings, along with the battle axes. Probably, double-edged blades are
also being developed in Scandinavia, as imitations of Frankish specimens. As proof of such an assertion, Ibn Fadlan’s information, where is mentioned that the Russians’ swords are “flat with fuller on
them, Frankish,” could be accepted (Ibn Fadlan 1992, 22).
The fall of the sword from Opaka in northeastern Bulgaria could be related to the marches of
the Kiev prince Svetoslav (968-971) (Yotov 2004, 42). Another option is that the sword belonged
to a Scandinavian warrior, part of the Varangians corps in the Eastern Roman Empire. The weapon
was not discovered during archaeological excavations, its exact location was not elucidated, these
problems did not allow for accurate date as well as its association with specific historical events. The
fact that this type of sword dates back much earlier from Petersen (the second half of 8th–9th century)
it would be possible to suggest an earlier date for using this weapon.
Another partially preserved sword of North European origin was found near the village of
Gradeshnitsa (Vratsa), and is currently kept at the museum in Vratsa. From it is preserved the pommel, the grip, the crossguard and the upper part of the blade (forte) (fig. 15b). Pommel, in its form,
refers to type Z of the Petersen Viking Swords typology (fig. 7) (Peirce 2002, 18-19; Petersen 1919).
This type of sword dates back to the second half of 10th– the first half of the 11th century, at the end of
the so-called “Viking Age”. The pommel has an elliptical base and a convex, five-part, annular top.
The Gradeshnitsa sword crossguard has a curved down shoulder that is a characteristic of the Z-type
specimens. A wide fuller is recorded on the top preserved part of the blade. This type of sword has
a wide geographic spread throughout Europe except in Scandinavia, findings of this type are found
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in Western, Central and Eastern Europe, and precisely for this reason type Z is also included in the
typology of Kirpichnikov for the swords of the Russian lands in the period 9th–11th century (fig. 8).
According to J. Zak, the Z-type swords combine the specific elements of the Frankish “Carolingian Swords” and the oriental sabers, making a comparison with the curved down shoulders of this
crossguard with the crossguards of some sabers - the “Hungarian type” (Żak 1960, 333-334). Z type
swords are not of clear origin, according to Petersen they are of eastern origin and, according to other
researchers, with Scandinavian. Arbman argues that this type of swords has Central European origins
(Аrbman 1937, 227), and according to Sarnovska, the center of their production should be sought
eastwards towards the Baltic area (Sarnowska 1955, 308-309).
Similar to Type Z are the bronze pommels V-type of M.Wheeler typology for the Viking
Swords, spread between 875 and 950 (fig. 9) (Wheeler 1927; Oakeshott 1960). The researcher suggests that these specimens have Anglo-Saxon origin. Swords of type Z represent a change in the
shape of the hilt of the traditional Frankish double-edged blades. The crossguard is curved down to
the blade, which also represents a change in fencing methods. Probably, except for the repulsion of
enemy strikes and the protection of the hand, the crossguard can now „snap“ and take the sword from
the opponent’s hand. Towards the 10th-11th century, swords with curved crossguards became wide
spread throughout Europe
According to Kirpicnikov, the curved crossguard is suitable for horse skirmishes and is characteristic of the swords of the western European cavalry, which in turn borrows it from the sabers of
the eastern steppe horsemen (Kirpichnikov 1966, 33-34). The fact that the sword from Gradeshnitsa
is found in the northwest region of the Bulgarian lands, somewhat excludes the possibility that it
has been fallen there after the Svetoslav marches, for which we have data that have affected mainly
Eastern Bulgaria. Again, a serious obstacle to the correct connection of the finding with specific
historical events is the fact that the sword is not found in a clear archaeological context. In my opinion, the sword fell in Northwest Bulgaria, either as a result of Harald Hardrad’s military campaign
to the Western and South-Western Balkans in the period 1040-1041, as a Byzantine ally, against the
rebellion of Peter Delyan in the region between Belgrade and Nis or as a result of the Pecheneg`s
incursions of the 40s of 11th century. The possibility that the sword of Gradeshnitsa was owned by
a Varangian warrior-mercenary, part of the Varangians corps of the Byzantine emperor could not be
excluded.
I will also draw attention to three swords not found in the Bulgarian lands, but on the northern
coast of the Lower Danube in the territories of Romania, as their fall there is also connected with the
marches of Prince Svetoslav or with the Varangians-mercenaries in Byzantium. The three findings
are currently in the Constanta Museum. One of them is located near Albești, west of Mangalia (fig.
16a) (Yotov 2011, 45), and the other two are from North Dobrudja with an unknown location (fig.
16c, d) (Yotov 2008, 321-327). On one side of the blade of the sword from Albești is a registered
Latin inscription with embossed letters – “Ulfberht”, written along the blade, and on the other is
printed symbol (fig. 16b) (Yotov 2011, 45, fig.5). According to the pommel form, the sword refers to
type V of Petersen typology dating back to beginning of 10th - the second half of 10th. The presence
of this inscription requires attention to the distribution of the blades with the inscription “Ulfberht”
(fig. 17) (Kirpichnikov 1966, 38) and the data that gives us for the origin, if not of the whole swords,
surely of their blades.
A lot of the blades of this type of swords are recorded with Latin inscriptions, such as “Ulfberht”, which is probably the name of a large-scale, Rhine blacksmith workshop specializing in
swordsmanship that functioned in the 9th–11th century. The great variety of inscriptions and symbols
on swords originating from the Frankish Empire is probably due to the obligation to place various
stamps and markings on the weaponry produced in the Empire. According to philologists, “Ulf” is a

109

Samuil Kamburov

Fig. 19. Bone figure from museum in Vratsa, inv. N В 263 (Minaeva 2013, 68)
Обр. 19. Фигурка от кост от музея във Враца, инв. № В 263 (Minaeva 2013, 68)

word of Scandinavian origin, meaning “wolf” and often accompanying the names of the Varangians
leaders, and “berth” is a fragment of Frankish origin. Swords with these blades are distinguished
by their strength and lightness, whereby the balance point is closer to the hilt, which in turn allows
more shifting movements and more effective cut and thrust hits during hand-to-hand combat. Therefore, we could identify the swords with this brand of blades as a high-class cold blade weapon for
close battle. The production of double-edged blades requires extremely high qualification and master
skills, which were not widespread during the Early Middle Ages in Europe. This in turn suggests a
limited number of centers specialized in this production, which were probably under direct control
of the central government and the elite. The other sword construction elements required another type
of master’s qualification and were therefore produced in local forging workshops, with local traditional ornamental motifs often appearing on them. It is quite possible that during the 9th–11th century
there was a trade in double-edged blades of swords produced in the lands of the Frankish Empire
and exported to Scandinavia, Eastern Europe and Byzantium, where the other swords elements were
constructed and subsequently assembled. Trading in “Frankish” double-edged blades is mentioned
even in the Middle East where, according to Arabic writing, a “Frankish sword” cost about 1,000
Egyptian dinars, which made it 300 times more expensive than local swords.
The other two swords from the Constanta Museum are found in Northern Dobrudja, but their
exact location is unknown. Their fall into this region could be related to the military campaigns of
Prince Svetoslav or to the Varangians Corps, as well as to the Pechenegs invasions in the middle
of the 11th century. One of these two swords is without preserved pommel with an extremely short
crossguard, as the investigators do not particularly convincingly define it as an intermediate type E
/ W of the Petersen classification based only on the shape of the blade (fig. 16c) (Yotov 2011, 45,
fig.7). In my opinion, such a determination of the type of sword whose pommel is missing, by typology based on the shape of the pommel and the crossguard, not on the characteristics of the blade, is
controversial.
The third sword from the Constanta Museum is again without any data on the stratigraphic context in which it was discovered (fig. 16d) (Yotov 2011, 45, fig.6). According to
the form of pommel, it is defined as type X of the Petersen typology. This type of pommels is
of semi-circular shape and is cast from bronze along with its base, which is actually a top
sword crossguard. The crossguard, in this type, is straight, elongated and has no ornamentation. The dating of type X is within wide ranges, the earliest findings are from the second half
of the 9th century, the development of this type continued until the 12th century, when the crossguard changed and became considerably thinner and longer, and the pommel is in smaller sizes.
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A pommel of this type is also found in the Bulgarian lands from the territory of Preslav. It has a hemispherical shape with an elliptical section and refers to the developed, later variation of type X. The
context in which it is found is again obscure.
Recently in the museum in Plovdiv were exposed weapons from the private collection of the
collector Boyko Vatev and his father. The Vatevi Collection has collected elements of armament from
different epochs - from the Late Bronze Age to the Middle Ages. Collected weapons are actually a
large number (about 4800 items), only the swords are over 50 specimens. Among the double-edged
Early Medieval swords, there are specimens whose pommels, I think, could relate to types N, X, V on
the typology of Petersen. It is for this reason that their northern European origin could be presumed.
Up to this moment is still expected that these weapons will be published in several volume catalogs.
Regarding the other main element of the Scandinavian armament - the battle axe and the findings of this type of weapon in the Bulgarian lands, my study is considerably more limited. The main
problem with them is that (including undoubtedly in the Middle Ages) they have a dual function - as
tools and weapons. It is for this reason that it is difficult to establish the exact function of this or that
type of axe; there are enough eloquent examples of how not just the same types, but the same specimens are being discussed by different authors in their function either of the tool or the weapon. The
other problem is related to their utilitarianism and too weak variability of forms over the time; this,
together with the lack of (clear) context, makes it impossible to determine their exact date. And while
the non-contextual sword or saber is any way a sword or a saber, then the non-contextual axe is ...
just an axe. However, there are some axes that could be linked to northern European origins on the
basis of ornamentation. An example of this is the so-called “battle axe” from the village of Barzina
(Vratsa), which I think could be attributed to ceremonial weapons (fig.18 a, b). It is found outside
of a clear archaeological context. It is stored in Regional Historical Museum Vratsa with Inv. № D
291 (Ivanov 1994, 65-79). The entire surface of the axe is covered with engraved images. Each one
is enclosed in a frame. It is assumed that these engravings were filled with silver wire, but due to the
corrosion and cleaning of the item, much of the inlay was destroyed. The rich decoration of the axe
gives reason to suppose that it was used as a ceremonial weapon. On one side of the back of the axe
is an engraved human figure in full-length, frontal. The body is lengthened with his hands relaxed, his
eyes, nose and mouth marked with points and lines. The legs are disproportionately short and slightly
curved in the knees. A part of the silver inlay is retained on the left leg’s outer line, and a copper
thread is seen in the left corner of the frame. The axe sleeve also retains part of the silver inlay. The
left half of the blade is ornamented with plant motifs. Similarly, it was probably the ornamentation
on the right half, but unfortunately it was severely damaged by corrosion. On the other side of the
item, the engraved figure of a dragon or an open-mouth dragon is engraved on the back. The sleeve
on the other side is engraved with a horse image where copper thread parts are retained. Below the
axe blade is recorded a vertical broken line in a frame. On the blade of the axe are engraved figures
of two snakes against each other with open mouths. Each of them is framed in a rectangular shape.
The axe resembles the T-shaped axes distributed in the steppe and woodland steppe region of Eastern
and Central Europe in the chronological range of 8th–12th century. Similar axes are also known by late
Avar necropolises in Hungary and Slovakia dating back to the 8th–9th century. The axe could refer to
type II on Kirpichnikov typology.
The rich decoration on the structural elements (mainly on pommels and crossguards) of the
Scandinavian swords and on some axes representing by separate motifs from Scandinavian mythology suggests the „loading“ of these types of weapons of close battle with a certain symbolism. The
question arises whether these elements of armaments are accepted in the Viking society with their
functional purpose as a weapon? The valuable and precise craftwork of the structural elements of
these North European weapons has also determined their high value, which in turn excludes their
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mass use in the Varangians armaments and gives the reason to look at them as ceremonial weapons
available only to the ruler’s caste and persons with a high military rank.
An interesting finding that is not specifically related to close battle armaments is a bone figure,
which is stored in the fund of the museum in Vratsa with Inv.No 263 (fig. 19) (Minaeva 2013, 68).
The archaeological context is not clear. It is found near to village Harlets (Vratsa Province). On the
figure there is an engraved image of a warrior (probably kneeling or running) with a cut and thrust
weapon (sword or saber) and a helmet (or a hat) on his head. In the lower part are engraved three
warriors in a ship (a boat) with round shields attached from the sides of the ship (like the Viking warships). Next to the warrior on the right a paddle is depicted.
Recently, another interesting artifact has been discovered, awaiting its publication. This is a
bronze pommel of a Scandinavian sword found near Aquae Calidae at Bourgas Mineral Baths. It is
dated back to the second half of the 10th-11th century. On one side of the trilobate pommel there is a
preserved ornament of a knot, which is erased at the upper parts. It refers to Type S on the Petersen
typology. Finding parallels with the bronze pommel from Pacuiul lui Soare.
The marches of Prince Svetoslav could be considered as one of the reasons for the fall of elements of North European armament in the Bulgarian lands. These are the first recorded Varangians
ground military operations south of the Danube, detailed described in the “History” of Leo Deacon.
The marches of his predecessors, princes Oleg and Igor, were carried out entirely on water, which
does not exclude the existence of material traces of military presence of Varangians in the area of
Western Black Sea ports and coast in the first half of the 10th century. Some of these ports are reported as stops for relaxing and supplying of provisions on the “Varangian road” to Constantinople.
Another option is that some of these types of findings may have fallen into Bulgarian lands as a result
of trade contacts between Scandinavian merchants and Byzantium. The Varangian trade roads to
Constantinople are well described in medieval Byzantine written sources such as “De Administrando
Imperio” by Emperor Constantine VII. As mentioned, the territory with a concentration of findings of
Scandinavian origin is Northeastern Bulgaria. After the conquest of this part of the Bulgarian lands
by Emperor John I Tzimiskes, the territories were organized in new Byzantine provinces and their
management was entrusted to the provincial governors appointed by the emperor. “Taktikon Scorialensis” from the second half of the 10th century, mentions the newly emerging Western Mesopotamia
theme, but its main city center is not mentioned. According to N. Oikonomides, the main reason for
creating the themes of Thrace and Western Mesopotamia was to deter Russian invasions from the
northeast (Oikonomides 1972, 101). This provides military defense of the region and controls the
trade of Byzantium with the Russians and the other steppe peoples, with customs located in the region around the Danube delta.
The possibility that findings related to elements of Scandinavian armaments have entered the
Bulgarian lands as a consequence of trade and not of military presence of Varangians is very small,
as these types of finds are found in a very limited amount and in limited territory, outside of archaeological context, which prevents their occurrence, in the lands south of the Danube to be categorically
interpreted as a consequence of commercial exchanges.
There is a striking contrast between the number of weapons found and the written sources of
the active military action in the region of Northeast Bulgaria in the second half of the 10th century.
The answer to this problem, to some extent, gives the information from the “History” of Leo Deacon
related to Drastar’s siege by the Byzantine army: “In this battle, 15,500 Scythians died. There were
taken 10,000 shields and a large number of swords” (Duichev 1964, 272). From here it is clear that
after the Byzantine siege of Drastar, Tzimiskes’s army took as a military prey the defensive and offensive armament of the Russians. Another issue is the lack of „Varangian“ graves in this area, as
there is evidence of such a large number of Russians killed (we must not forget that often, the nu-
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merical values mentioned

in the written sources are highly exaggerated with propaganda purpose).
As one of the explanations of this fact, we could give the information of Leo Deacon, who describes
in detail the Drastar siege: „They (the Russians) came to the field and look for their dead men. They
gathered them in front of the city walls, ignited many fires and burned them“ (Duichev 1964, 269).
In recent years the number of finds associated with Scandinavian weaponry growing. Unfortunately, most of them are found out of context. In the near future it is necessary to carry out a new
detailed study of this type of finds from today’s Bulgarian lands, including newly discovered weapons with Scandinavian origin and their constructive elements.
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Ранносредновековни оръжия за близък бой със
северноевропейски произход в днешните български земи

(резюме)

Самуил Камбуров

Периодът от началото на IX век до към средата на XI век в европейската история е
известен като „викингски период“. Това е период, когато скандинавските племена започват
своите военни походи от земите на днешна Норвегия, Швеция, Финландия и северозападните части на Русия към Западна, Централна и Югоизточна Европа. За политически център на
викингите е определен остров Готланд в Балтийско море (Южна Швеция). Именно оттам започвал, описаният в съчинението на Константин Багренородни (913-959) „За управлението на
държавата“, „варяжки път“ към Константинопол (Миклагард – скандинавското наименование
на града), който бил основна търговска пътна артерия за обмен на стоки между Византия и
Скандинавия. Този търговски път преминавал по реките, намиращи се днес в Западна Русия и
завършвал при устието на р. Днепър. От Северното Черноморие, варягите продължавали към
устието на Дунав и оттам по море достигали византийската столица. Балканите стават обект
на набези основно от страна на т.нар. „източни нормани“ или известни още, като варяги, през
втората половина на X век, след консолидацията на племената в Южна Русия и възникването на Киевска Рус. Става въпрос за походите на киевския княз Светослав в периода 968-971
година към българските земи и Константинопол, в периода на управление на византийския
имепратор Йоан Цимисхи (969-976). Това са и първите засвидетелствани варяжки сухопътни
военни операции южно от Дунав, описани подробно в съчинението „История“ от Лъв Дякон.
Малко след покръстването на Киевска Рус през 988 година, император Василий II (976-1025)
наема около 6000 варяги за своя лична гвардия и по този начин създава т.нар. „варяжки корпус“, отговарящ лично за охраната на василевса.
Настоящата статия обръща внимание на проблемите свързани с разпространението в
днешните български територии на прободно-сечащи оръжия, техни конструктивни елементи и апликации с паралели в Северна Европа и Скандинавия, датирани IX-XI век. Направен
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е опит да се проследят пътищата и причината за тяхното попадане в ареала на Балканския
полуостров. Част от възможните варианти за откриването на северноевропейски находки на
въоръжение на Балканите, варират от документираното присъствие на добре въоръжени варяги и военни контингенти от Севера, до чисто търговски отношения между викингите и Източната римска империя, които също са добре засвидетелствани в средновековните византийски
писмени извори. Известно е, че скандинавците през този период търгували основно с мед,
восък, ценни животински кожи и вероятно с елементи на въоръжението, например с някои
конструктивни части на мечове (помели, гардове, накрайници на ножници и др.). Тоест наличието на северноевропейски елементи на въоръжението у нас не е свидетелство единствено
за присъствието на военни контингенти или за военни кампании на варягите към Балканите,
но също така и за търговски контакти с Константинопол. Възможна е и изработката на местни
балкански имитации на някои елементи на въоръжението със северноевропейски произход,
макар и към момента да липсват данни за наличието на производството им конкретно в българските земи.
Присъствието на варяги в българските земи основно е засвидетелствано по находки,
свързани с елементи на военния костюм (снаряжение) и въоръжение. В настоящата разработка
ще се обърне особено внимание и на развитието на т.нар „нордически художествени стилове“
чиито следи най-ясно се проследяват върху орнаментацията на елементи на въоръжението със
северноевропейски произход. Изследването на находките на въоръжение за близък бой (т.нар.
хладни оръжия) със скандинавски произход в българските земи е от особено значение за
проучването на ранносредновековното военно дело в ареала на Долен Дунав, тъй като именно
този тип артефакти съставляват голяма част от арсенала от мечове и техни конструктивни елементи открити южно от Дунав и датирани в периода IX-XI век.
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