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ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the Povelyanovo site, which was found during construction works in April 1970. It is
located on the northwestern shore of the Beloslav Lake and geographically falls into the area of Varna Culture.
The site wasn't examined by archaeological excavations and the only known material comes from the dredging
works. This makes the material non-stratified, without any data usable for stratigraphic analysis.

There is only one known short notice about the site, with no material published. A problem occurs with the
demarcation of the materials, because except for the pottery, the tools can be dated back to either Late Eneo-
lithic or Early Bronze Age, because of their close technological characteristics. The ceramics were stored in the
collection of Varna Archaeological Museum and have not been handled or published until now. The pottery is
highly fragmented and in a very poor condition due to the long stay in the lake waters. Still, its amount allows
technological, typological and ornamentation analyses, which show full similarity with the known pottery of
the other Eneolithic sites from the Varna lakes area. According to given parallels, the chronological position of
Povelyanovo settlement could be II phase of the Varna Culture, with a possibility of existence in phase III. There
are some examples, whose features could define them in earlier stage of the development of the Culture, but for
now it is dangerous to conclude that the settlement was inhabited during phase I.
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Introduction

Povelyanovo site is located in the region of Varna lakes (fig. 1.1; 2). Geographically,
the region falls into the Varna Culture, which is dated back to Late Eneolithic period — mid-
dle and second half of the fifth millennium BC (Slavchev 2017, 252). Varna lakes is a com-
mon term which unites Varna lake (the east one) and Beloslav lake (the west one) (fig. 1).
From their area, nine eneolithic settlements — 8 of which are found under present day water
level and one is located on the first non-overflow west terrace of Beloslav lake (Ivanov 1993,
fig. 1; MBanos 1972) and 3 cemeteries are known to this point (Slavchev 2017, 254). Out
of them, only 2 settlements and 2 cemeteries have been studied archaeologically (I1sanos
1972; 1987; Ivanov 1993, 21-22; Caasues 2012, 11-14; Toaoposa-Crmeonosa 1971). The other
ones are known only by the removal of material, by construction or dredging activities in
or around the lake shores (Maproc 1961a; 1961b; 1973). The submerged settlements have
been considered for long to be pile dwellings since they have been found at a depth of up
to 8,5 meters below present day level of lake waters and a large number of wooden stakes,
some of which with impressively preserved size, has been found (VBanos 1981). Today, it
would be more objectively to accept that they had a coastal nature and were located on the
first overflow terrace of the lake, on a relatively sloping terrain and remained below the lake
water after the sudden rise of the water level (Ivanov 1993, 24-25).
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Fig. 1. Map of the Varna lakes and the sites from the Varna Culture, used for the comparative
analysis: 1. Povelyanovo; 2. Devnya cemetery; 3. Devnya settlement; 4. Strashimirovo; 5. Ezerovo;
6. Arsenala; 7. Varna I cemetery; 8. Durankulak cemetery; 9. Durankulak settlement mound (figure

by S. Parvanov)

O0p. 1 Kapma na Bapnencxume esepa u usnoA36anume 3a CpagHumeAeH aHarus ooexmu om
xyamypa Bapna: 1. IToseasaroso; 2. Hexponora Aests; 3. Ceaungemo Jesrist; 4. Cmpauwiumuposo;
5. Eseposo; 6. Apcenara; 7. Hexponora Bapna I; 8. Hexponoaa Ayparixyrax; 9. Ceaungra mozura

,Toremus Ocmpos” npu c. Ayparixyrax (uszomesur C. I[Tvpsatios)

The settlement of Povelyanovo is one of the few ones, the material of which, or even
part of it, has not been handled and published until now. Regardless of the difficulties of
processing and the enormous uncertainties due to the fragmentary nature of the material
and retained information, there is a pressing need for complementing the characteristics
of the population inhabiting this region and for giving a little more data about the pottery
characteristics of Varna Culture.

Site description

Povelyanovo is located on the northwestern shore of the Beloslav lake, and its name
comes from its close vicinity to the Povelyanovo railway station (fig. 1.1; 2). The known in-
formation about it comes from the only one short notice for the settlement (Ivanov 1993, 23).
The site was found during construction works by the Mizia dredger in April 1970. In the
area of the site are conducted dredging works by the dredger “Skitia” again in December
1975 and January 1976. After that, the site wasn't examined by archaeological excavations
and the only known material comes from these dredging works. The information stored on
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Fig. 2. Topographic map with the exact position of the settlement (figure by S. Parvanov)
Oop. 2. Tonozpadcka Kapma ¢ mMoUHOMO MECONOAOKEHUE HA CeAULLINO

(uspabomwa C. [Tvpsaros)

the situation about the material discovery and exact location is very scanty. According to
the company that completed the dredging, the materials were found in an about 200 m long
area. The cultural layer begins 2 m below the present day water surface and ends at 6,50
m. There are two chronological groups of material, which are dated in Late Eneolithic and
Early Bronze Age. No data are available on any construction horizons or at least the relative
thickness of the layers from both ages.

It can be defined as a settlement, because together with the pottery, wooden posts and
tools from various raw materials were found. A very little part of the ceramic fragments
show traces of dragging. Along with this, the materials were found in a 200-meter long
area, which indicates that the material found originates from the settlement but has not
been brought up to this place from any of the other settlements.

Pottery analysis

The non-stratified material precludes the possibility to handle the material on a layer
basis and to define any typological development and possible relative dating. Ceramics
from the Eneolithic was found along with the Early Bronze Age one and their distinction is
not difficult due to their quite different technological and typological features. This is not
the case, however, of the tools made of various materials, which, due to their similar char-
acteristics, can be related to both ages. That is why, Eneolithic pottery is the main focus of
this paper.

There was no developed typology of the pottery assemblage of Varna culture to relate
the Povelyanovo material to and it was therefore necessary to prepare such typology. For
the classification of the pottery types, most useful and suitable is to use main principles,
methods and terms from important contributions of pottery analysis from the synchronous
and neighbouring culture KGK VI, made by V. Petrova (Ilerposa 2003), N. Todorova, P.
Leshtakov and T. Kuncheva-Russeva (Todorova, Leshtakov, Kuncheva-Russeva 2003), V.
Voinea (Voinea 2005) and P. Georgieva (I'eopruesa 2003). It is required to have parallels
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Fig. 3. Pottery from the settlement: dishes of various types (drawings by S. Parvanov)
Oo6p. 3. Kepamuika om ceauniermo: naruuy om pasauunu munose (pucyrxu C. ITopsaros)
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from the other known sites from the Culture to define the settlement in a chronological as-
pect and to establish whether it displays the same pottery characteristics. For this purpose,
the most important site is Durankulak necropolis (hereandafter refered to as Durankulak),
in which a huge collection of vessels is known, which were dated according to the synchro-
nous building horizons in Durankulak tell, and for now it is the only site from the Culture
in which the three phases are known (fig. 1.8-9). From the sites in the area of the lakes
there is still no ceramic complex fully researched and published, but still important for the
comparative analyses are Ezerovo, Strashimirovo, Devnya settlement, Devnya and Varna
I cemeteries, and also Arsenala, the pottery assemblage of which is already examined but
still not published (fig. 1).

Data about technological features of the pottery

The material was highly fragmented and in a very poor condition due to the long stay
in the lake waters and the samples were heavily washed, in some occasions covered with
salt, stuck with water plants and shells of mollusks and it was very hard in the most cases
to distinguish any traces of graphite decoration. This made the technological analyses of the
pottery difficult, but for now, the general trends could be noted:

Among the fragmented material similar fragments are very often found where the
same traces are visible at the same place in the biscuit. These represent thin stripes or fis-
sures, highly visible for various reasons. Their specific location and the orientation of lines
allows establishing the method of manufacture of a given vessel. The indications are that
the dishes, the biconical bowls and the three-component vessels were made by separate
parts in a mould and then stuck to each other. Seemingly, the same typological samples
sometimes show different traces that should indicate a different method of sticking the
separate parts of the vessel and therefore a different technological method. Data were ob-
tained in terms of their attachment to the vessel bottom, which was always made separately
and attached at the end. The samples from the groups of dishes and bowls in most cases
have a well burnished, sometimes polished, less often smoothed surface in black, grey or
rarely brown color. Rarely but it happens that the bottom part of the dishes and the bowls
is roughened by scratches. The clay paste was made of well purified grey clay, with low to
medium concentration of small limestone admixtures and sand, and grog in some cases.
The vessels from the groups of pot-shaped and vase-shaped vessels show indications of
having been made by linear band technique but some samples of the pot-shaped and lid-
ded vessels have been clearly made out of separate parts as there are visible traces of stick-
ing. The rough pottery from the settlement displays rough, roughly smoothed or roughed
outer surface. The clay paste seems to be roughly puddled, with medium to high concen-
tration of sand and limestone admixtures of relatively large size. Traces of organic temper
may be seen but they are very rare. The samples without slipware are also rare. Interesting
are the lidded vessels that, by the characteristics of the clay and the wall thickness are re-
ferred to the rough ceramics but their external surface is most often carefully smoothed or
burnished.

Classification of the pottery types

Typology of the ceramic forms follows, the vessel height dependencies used being
made on the basis of possible reconstructions and the illustrated items being a representa-
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Fig. 4. Pottery from the settlement: dishes (lids ?) with incised decoration on both sides (drawings
by S. Parvanov)
Oo6p. 4. Kepamuixa om cexuniemo: nanuuyy (kanayu ?) ¢ 6pasana ykpaca om 2-me cmpamu
(pucyrxu C. [Tvpsatios)
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tive sample of the entire material:

1. Open vessels, conditionally called dishes, the height of which is less than half of
the maximum diameter. The maximum diameter is at the mouth or at the transition but in
the second case, the differences between the mouth diameter and the transition diameter
are very small.

1.1 Conical dishes with a mouth rim thickened from inside (fig. 3.1-3). There are three
methods of thickening.with slightly thickened semi-circular rim, with a heavily thickened
rim slightly rounded from outside and with a wide elliptically thickened rim. Same were
also found at Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Abb. 4.9-11), Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973,
Fig. 4.4-5, 8) and in grave 838 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 138.6).

1.2. Conical dishes with a mouth bent to inside (fig. 3.4-5). They may have a rounded or
pointed biconical transition. Similar ones were also found at Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva
1975, Abb. 6.5), Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973, Fig. 4.1, 3), hor. V of Durankulak tell (Geor-
gieva 2014, Fig. 4.1-4) and in grave 318 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 53.9).

1.3. Conical dishes with a cylindrical ledge. Two subtypes are distinguished depending
on the ledge height:

1.3.1. with a low cylindrical ledge where the ledge height is less than 1/4 of the total
vessel height (fig. 3.6-12). There is a wide variety in terms of shaping the details and their
combinations. There are absolutely identical samples known from Ezerovo (Todorova,
Tonceva 1975, Abb. 3.4, 8; 7.6), Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973, Fig. 4.1, 12), hor. IV and V of
Durankulak tell (Georgieva 2014, Fig. 5. 1, 4), in graves 287, 871, 946 from Durankulak (To-
dorova 2002b, Tabl. 35.18; 141.8; 155.7) and in graves 18 and 24 from the Devnya cemetery
(Toaoposa-Cumeonosa 1971, Tabl. XIL.6, 17).

1.3.2. with a high cylindrical ledge, where the ledge is higher than 1/4 of the total vessel
height (fig. 3.13-15). There are similar ones from Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb.
7.9) and in grave 831 from Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 138.9).

1.4. Conical dishes with S-shaped ledge. One of the most typical shapes for the period
and the region. There is also a wide variety in the S-shaping way and also in the different
shaping of the details. Therefore, four subtypes may be distinguished depending on the S-
shaped ledges and the ledge height:

1.4.1. dishes with a low ledge (fig. 3.16). They have slightly expressed S-shape. Similar
dishes were found in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 5.9), and in grave 1057 of Du-
rankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 189.14), and in grave 25 of Devnya (Togoposa-CumeoHoBa
1971, Tabl. XII.13).

1.4.2. dishes (lids ?) with a low ledge that have slight differences in the ledge shaping
but the most common feature of which is the presence of incised decoration on both their
inner and outer surfaces (fig. 4.1-7). They display similar shaping of the ledge as the above
subtype but the S-shaping is more pronounced in most cases. Also, it is not clear whether
they had the function of dishes or lids as the preserved inner surface of most of them is cov-
ered with incisions. Absolutely identical samples were discovered in the other settlements
from the region of the lakes - in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 2.4; Taf. 15.1-9),
Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973, Tabl. V. 6, 7), as well as in grave 26 of Devnya (Toaoposa-
Cumeonosa 1971, Tabl. XI1.24).

1.4.3. dishes with medium height ledge (fig. 5.1-6). They are extremely common and the
S-shaping is achieved by an outward curved mouth, and various variants of shaping the
mouth rim and the transition are observed. The variants available here have their very
exact analogues in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 3.5, 6; 5.7, 10, 21, 22; 7.8, 10,
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Fig. 5. Pottery from the settlement: dishes with S-shaped ledge (drawings by S. Parvanov)
Oop. 5. Kepamuka om ceauniemo: nanutyy cvc S-00pasHo npoPuiupan nepeas
(pucyniu C. ITvpsatos)
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11), Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973, Fig. 4.1, 10), hor. IV and V of Durankulak tell (Georgieva
2014, Fig. 5.3, 5, 2), as well as in graves 6, 7 and 16 of Devnya (Togoposa-Cuumeonosa 1971,
Tabl. XI.5; XII.19, 10) and in Durankulak where a large amount of these dishes was found
but exact parallels may be indicated from graves 427, 800 and 1164 (Todorova 2002b, Tabl.
63.11; 136.1; 191.9).

1.4.4. with a high S-shaped ledge, where the ledge is higher than 1/4 of the total vessel
height (fig. 5.7). Smooth S-shaping with slightly outward curved mouth. Similar ones were
found in graves 249, 350 and 455 from Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 24.6; 48.1; 72.22)
and in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Abb. 7.13), the latter having a similarly shaped
ledge but shorter in proportion to the bottom part.

1.5. Dishes with an outward curved ledge. All samples have a relatively high ledge and
four subtypes are known depending on the curving degree and the detail shaping:

1.5.1. with a slightly curved conical ledge (fig. 5.8). With a slightly outward curved mouth
and similar to those of Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 3.21; 5.8) and in grave 1129
from Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 188.7), displaying some differences in the mouth
and transition shaping.

1.5.2. with a moderately curved, slightly concave ledge (fig. 5.9-10). The second sample
may rather have proportions of a bowl. They do not have exact parallels in the other lake
settlements but there are similar vessels in Durankulak, a good example is that one of grave
298 (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 36.9).

1.5.3. with a moderately curved, S-shaped ledge (fig. 5.11). They have an outward curved
mouth and a thickened transition. They do not have exact parallels from the other settle-
ments from the lakes but there are similar ones in Durankulak grave 279 (Todorova 2002b,
Tabl. 34.1) presenting small differences in the transition shaping.

1.5.4. with a sharply curved conical ledge (fig. 5.12). Based on the fragment preservation
degree, the sample could be referred to another type of vessels but it is very similar to a
large amount of vessels from Durankulak, relevant examles being those from graves 375
and 673 (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 53.16; 117.6). If judged by the parallels, this vessel should
have had a high foot.

2. Closed two-component vessels conditionally called bowls, the height of which is
greater than half of the maximum diameter at the transition and smaller than same diam-
eter.

2.1. Biconical bowls. Depending on the upper part height, the curving degree, the type
of the outer profile line and the detail shaping, the following subtypes were distinguished:

2.1.1. Bowls with a sharply inward curved upper part where the ledge height is less
than 1/3 of the total vessel height (fig. 6.1). The upper part profile line is straight. We find
similar ones in Ezerovo, with small differences in the detail shaping (Todorova, Tonceva
1975, Abb. 3.19; 5.1, 7), hor. V of Durankulak tell (Georgieva 2014, Fig. 6.1), as well as in
grave 4 of Devnya (Toagoposa-Crmeonosa 1971, Tabl. X1.9) and in Durankulak, where they
are very common but often having a concave upper part - from graves 420 and 1099 (To-
dorova 2002b, Tabl. 57.12; 183.7).

2.1.2. Bowls with an upper part of medium height where the ledge height is more than 1/3
but less than 1/2 of the total vessel height (fig. 6.2). They differ from the above subtype by
the upper part that is higher and less curved inward. Similar dishes were found in Ezerovo
(Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 7.21), in grave 9 of Devnya (Togoposa-Cumeonosa 1971,
Tabl. XI.11), and in grave 446 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 63.25), all of them dis-
playing a transition of different type.
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Fig. 6. Pottery from the settlement: biconical and S-shaped bowls (drawings by S. Parvanov)
O0p. 6. Kepamuxa om cexunemo: Kynu ¢ OUKOHUUHA UAU S-00pasta Popma
(pucyniu C. ITvpsatos)
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2.1.3. Bowls the upper part height of which is more than 1/3 but less than or equal to 1/2 of
the total vessel height (fig. 6.3-4). The upper part profile line is an inward protuberant curve,
the mouth is vertical or slightly curved outwards. The shape is very typical to the period
and has its exact or similar analogues in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Abb. 7.1, 19),
in grave 4 of Devnya (Toaoposa-Cumeonosa 1971, Tabl. XI1.17), and in graves 275 and 620
of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 32.25; 106.10). It should be noted that the variety of
variants in Povelyanovo is more limited than that in the other sites.

2.1.4 Bowls of approximately similar sizes of both parts or upper part height is slightly less
than 1/2 of the total vessel height, a sharply curved outwards mouth and the upper part pro-
file line is straight or sometimes slightly convex outwards (fig. 6.5-6). Absolutely identical
samples were found in Ezerovo (Todorova, Toncéeva 1975, Abb. 6.13), and in grave 311 of
Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 38.3).

2.1.5. Deep and large bowls where, based on a possible reconstruction, the upper part
height is more than 1/3 but less than 1/2 of the total vessel height (fig. 6.7-8). They have a
vertical or outward curved mouth and the profile line of the upper part is inwards protu-
berant. They are identical to vessels from Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Abb. 3.14), and
from grave 754 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 130.4), the latter of which is also an
exact replica of the specimen (fig. 6.8).

2.2. Bowls with S-shaped profile. They have a conical lower part and an S-shaped ledge.
They are also one of the shapes that are most common and typical to the Culture. As the
number and the variety of specimens is relatively large, depending on the ledge shape,
three subtypes can be distinguished:

2.1.2. Bowls with a short conical, slightly concave ledge and outward curved mouth
(fig. 6.9-15). The ledge has a soft and smooth profile and has various variants in terms of the
mouth and transition shaping. The ledge shaping is very similar to some specimens of the
subtype 1.4.3. Here, they are usually more curved inwards and the mouth is more curved
outwards as a rule. However, examples are sometimes found that can be referred to both
subtypes by the ledge shape and are close to both groups based on the possible reconstruc-
tion of the vessel height. An example is (fig. 6.13). The bowls have a large number of paral-
lels in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 5.14, 22; 2.7, 10), hor. IV of Durankulak tell
(Georgieva 2014, Fig. 6.3), the settlement of Devnya (VIsanos 1972, Tabl. 1.2) and in grave
699 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 119.16) and similarity of the various variants is
observed in all cases.

2.2.2. Bowls with a longer conical ledge and outward curved mouth (fig. 6.16-17). They dif-
fer from the above subtype by the sharper profile and emphasized details. Same shapes
were also found in Ezerovo (Todorova, Toncéeva 1975, Abb. 2.2; 4.15, 16) and in grave 1129
of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 188.6).

2.2.3. Bowls with a cylindrical or slightly sloping sidewards ledge and a clearly emphasized
sharply outward curved mouth (fig. 6.18; 7.1-2). They differ from the above two subtypes by
their short middle portion between the outward curved mouth and the transition. They
have good parallels in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 5.24) and in grave 559 of
Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 92.6).

2.3 Barrel-shaped bowls (fig.7.3-4). They have a spherical elongated body and the mouth
is often curved outwards at different degrees. Same were also found in Ezerovo (Todorova,
Tonceva 1975, Abb. 6.18), and in graves 455 and 537 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl.
72.16; 88.10), only displaying some differences in the mouth shaping.

3. Closed two-component vessels whereby the maximum diameter is smaller than
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Fig. 7. Pottery from the settlement: bowls and pot-shaped vessels of various types
(drawings by S. Parvanov)
Oop. 7. Kepamuia om ceAunyemo: Kynu u ZopHesudHu cb0ose 01m pasAutHu munose
(pucyniu C. ITvpsatos)
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1/2 of their height, conditionally called cups. At this moment, only one type is available.

3.1. A cup with a cylindrical or slightly inward curved upper part, slightly curved shoulders
and a conical lower part (fig. 7.5). The cup has a clearly outwards curved mouth and does not
have any very exact analogues in the other settlements from the lakes, as such, a specimen
from Ezerovo may be noted (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 7.16) where the upper half is
curved inwards and we know a large number of similar vessels from Durankulak, a good
example being those from graves 292 and 556 (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 35.13; 93.3) but usu-
ally their mouth is not so sharply curved outwards.

4. Three-component deep closed vessels with a conical upper part, with a protuber-
ant variously shaped belly and a conical lower part. We call them bowls conditionally as
their height is greater than the half of the maximum diameter (at the belly) but is less than
same diameter.

4.1. Bowls with a conical, slightly concave upper part, a rounded belly and a conical lower
part (fig. 7.6). The mouth is vertical or curved outwards. So far, exact analogues may be only
noted from Arsenala (unpublished data) and from Durankulak grave 662 (Todorova 2002b,
Tabl. 113.2), although differences are found in the belly size, proportions and shape.

4.2. A bowl with a conical upper part, a bicylindrical transition point and a conical lower part
(fig. 7.7). The upper part profile line is sharply curved inwards. Parallels were only found in
Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973, Fig. 4.19) and from the Devnya settlement (Isanos 1972, Tabl.
L.7). Both specimens have their upper part cylindrically shaped without or with inward
curved mouth.

5. Deep two-component vessels, the height of which is greater than the maximum
diameter located at the most convex part of the vessel, conditionally called pot-shaped ves-
sels. There is no fully or well preserved sample. The specimen strong fragmentation only
allows for drawing information from their upper part, the shaping of which is divided into
two subtypes. Judging by the similar specimens known from the other sites, the vessels
from this group usually have a different body shape but currently, a more detailed clas-
sification is not possible. Also, it is difficult to indicate many parallels due to the lack of
many examples from the rough ceramics group in the other published sites. In addition, the
indicated parallels from the cemeteries have similar formal features but are much smaller in
size and have different technological characteristics.

5.1. Pot-shaped vessels without a neck (fig. 7.8-11). They are most often closed but open
forms are also met. We find a similar profile of vessels from Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva
1975, Abb. 8.14), in grave 20 of Devnya (Togoposa-Cumeonosa 1971, Tabl. XII.11) and in
graves 514 and 1039 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 83.11; 173.18).

5.2 Pot-shaped vessels with a neck. In terms of the type of the neck could be distin-
guished three subtypes:

5.2.1. with a short cylindrical neck (fig. 8.1). There are similar shapes found in Ezerovo
(Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 8.9).

5.2.2. with a short conical neck (fig. 8.2). Vessels with a similar neck and body profile
were also found in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 8.3, 10) and in grave 674 of Du-
rankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 118.12).

5.2.3. with a long conical neck (fig. 8.3-4). There are two specimens without a preserved
mouth but they both have a cylindrical belly. A similar one was found at Ezerovo (Todoro-
va, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 8.7).

6. Deep closed three-component vessels conditionally called vase-shaped vessels
(fig. 8.5-6). Judged on the basis of the examples known from other sites, these have a high
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Fig. 8. Pottery from the settlement: vessels from various groups — pot-shaped, vase-shaped,
storeyed, lids and a stand (drawings by S. Parvanov)

Oop. 8. Kepamuka om ceaunieno: cbdose om pasAudtu 2pynu — ZopHesudHu, 6a306U0HU,
emaxosudru, kanauu u nodcmasxa (pucyrnxu C. [1vpsaros)
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neck, a spherical belly and a conical lower part. Unlike the fourth group of this classifica-
tion, their height is greater than their maximum diameter (of the belly). The specimens are
few in number and are highly fragmented and parallels may be indicated only on the basis
of the neck and the upper belly shaping. Similar ones were found in Ezerovo (Todorova,
Tonceva 1975, Abb. 8.5) and in grave 799 of Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 139.14).

7. Deep closed multi-component vessels (fig. 8.7). Their height is greater that the
maximum diameter and their body is modeled by sequential adhesion of several alternat-
ing conical and spherical parts. This specific group is known in the literature as lidded (also
storeyed or floor-like) vessels. These are usually vessels of large size and are the main form
of storage vessels. Due to the strong fragmentation, it is difficult to identify any types. These
vessels are one of the most typical forms of Varna Culture and are found in huge amounts
in any site, thus, it is not necessary to indicate any analogues on the basis of their upper part
only (which in most cases only shows differences in the ledge shaping).

8. Lids. By their appearance, they are most often close to the differently sized flat
dishes. They differ from them by the treatment of their inner surface. The maximum diam-
eter of the lids is usually at the mouth or at the transition to the ledge and is almost always
1-2 cm greater than the diameter of their mouth. Three subtypes may be distinguished on
the basis of the form, the presence or absence of a ledge and the ledge shape:

8.1. Flat lids (fig. 8.8). They have a flat shape and a slightly upward curved mouth.
Even there are no published similar findings from the lakes so far, they are available also in
the other sites (unpublished data). At present, a very exact analogue from the horizon XII of
Golyamo Delchevo may be indicated (Togoposa u ap. 1975, Tabao 77.12).

8.2. Conical lids without a ledge (fig. 8.9). Sometimes, one or two openings are located
a little above the mouth. They are similar to those from Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975,
Abb. 4.8), from Devnya cemetery (Togoposa-Cumeonosa 1971, Tabl. XL.without a specified
number) and in Durankulak where they are a common finding and their exact analogues
would be those from graves 330 and 826 (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 41.13; 137.15, 18).

8.3. Conical lids with a low ledge (fig. 8.10-13). The ledge is shaped in various ways, most
often rounded or slightly cylindrical with a tapered or rounded transition point. One or two
openings are frequent again at the very transition point or a little above and there is also
a case of openings at the very lid dome (fig. 8.13). Many similar specimens were found in
Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 4.12), Strashimirovo (Maproc 1973, Table 6.5, 6), in
grave 9 of Devnya (Togoposa-Cumeonosa 1971, Taf. X1.10), in grave 251 of Durankulak (To-
dorova 2002b, Tabl. 26.8) and even in grave 43 of Varna Cemetery I (Caasues 2012, Fig. 5.1).

9. Stands (fig. 8.14). Ceramic items having served to placing vessels on them. Al-
though the size of the available specimens are sufficiently large, allowing for the identi-
fication of the shape, no specific details can be identified on their basis on the overall ap-
pearance and proportions of the stands. Yet, the preserved fragments reasonably indicate
that the stands had a circular cross-section. There are 3 fragments from Povelyanovo. The
shape is very common in the cemeteries of Durankulak and Varna I but rarely found in set-
tlements, and, besides Arsenala (4 fragments, unpublished data), there are ones found in
Ezerovo only (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Taf. 13.11).

Decoration analysis

In terms of decoration, the most commonly preferred technique is the incised orna-
mentation. Chip carving, known as decoration type “Ezerovo” (Todorova, Tonceva 1975,
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Fig. 9. Pottery from the settlement: examples with decoration (drawings by S. Parvanov)
O0p. 9. Kepamuxa om ceaunjemo: oopasuu c yxpaca (pucyrxu C. ITvpsarios)
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32) that is always in combination with incised decoration is also frequent and found on both
the fine and the rough vessels (fig. 9.2-7). These techniques are found on most types of ves-
sels, and also occur in combination with other techniques. Due to the material fragmenta-
tion, it is difficult to speak of complete compositions but the frequent occurrence of a belt
composition of two incised lines, most commonly on the transition areas or the shoulders of
dishes and bowls and also on lidded vessels is impressive (fig. 3.6-7; 5.2-3, §; 6.8, 12-14; 7.1-
2). Same are very typical for the other examined sites (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 6.10,
12; Maproc 1973, Table V1.7, 8; 1sanos 1972, Table 2.6; Georgieva 2014, Fig. 5.5). A round
compositions by incisions and chip carving are found often on the lids (fig. 8.11-13), with
very good parallels from the other sites (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Taf. 13.4-7, 9,10, 12-14;
Caasues 2012, Fig. 5.1; Maproc 1973, Table VI.5; Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 41.13). The motives
are still more fragmented and most of them can be analyzed by comparison to those from
other sites. The most typical motive is an indented spiral meander (fig.7.1; 8.4; 9.5,7). It is
typically presented by a combination of incised lines and chip carving, most commonly in
a negative but also presented in a positive. This motive is found in various versions also
observed in other sites in the lakes (Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 4.6; Taf. 13.10, 15; Maproc
1973, Table V.2) and Durankulak (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 43.12; 131.11). An interesting case
are the flat dishes with incised decoration on the inner surface (fig. 4; 9.10-12). The incisions
are either narrow and shallow or wide and deep, resembling grooves. The inner incisions
are often combined with rows of triangle imppresions on the inner mouth rim. Similar inci-
sions may be found on the bottoms too (fig.10.1-3). The decoration on the outer surface is
poorer - either depressions only or with a combination of them and incised decoration and
smoothed fields in order to apply paints. Thin or deep vertical parallel grooves are observed
on the transition points of some dishes or at the lower part of the vessels that reach their
bottoms (fig. 5.7, 11; 10.4-5). Impressions, found rarely, are with round shape, usually wide
and deep, in one horizontal line (fig. 7.3; 9.14). Horizontal or vertical channels are found
also, located most often in the most upper part of the vessels, alone or in combination with
another technique (fig. 6.4; 7.4; 9.15-16). The graphite decoration is poorly preserved and
the only one whole preserved composition consist in parallel horizontal lines on the upper
part of the dishes, biconical or S-shaped bowls (fig. 5.1; 6.12, 15, 18), with sure analogues
from Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Abb. 3.18; 7.14) and Devnia cemetery (Toagoposa-
Cumeonosa 1971, Taf. XI1.18; XIL.14). It is not possibly to identify other ones at present but
the aforementioned indented spiral meander depicted in positive or negative type is fre-
quent as a motive (fig. 6.4; 7.6), as the same was also found in Ezerovo (Todorova, Tonceva
1975, Abb. 10.7). There are few examples also, which are decorated with graphite on the
inner surface (fig. 6.4; 10.6). There are cases of fields or sections, most often surrounded
by incised lines, where no slipware was applied and the surface was only smoothed and
probably painted after firing (fig. 3.4; 4.4, 6; 7.3, 5). Due to the long stay in the lake water, no
traces of paint were preserved both in these cases and the chip carving, and are very rarely
observed in the incised lines in the form of white paste. The decoration on the pot-shaped
vessels is frequent and is only plastic.an embossed line on the mouth or slightly below it
(fig. 7.11; 8.2), vertical ribs (fig. 7.10; 8.3-4; 9.17), thin strips of barbotine (fig. 8.1) and raised
buds arranged in a horizontal line (fig. 9.19-21). Bud-like round or elliptical handles with
horizontal or vertical openings are found at the dishes and the bowls, usually located at the
very transition point or a little below or above it (fig.3.7; 5.3; 6.5, 18). Linear banded handles
are found in the vase-shaped vessels (fig. 8.6).

A significant part of the complex are the ring-shaped stalks decorated with 1 or 2 in-
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Fig. 10. Pottery from the settlement: bottoms of vessels (drawings by S. Parvanov)
Oobp. 10. Kepamuka om ceaunyemo: dvta om cvoose (pucymiu C. [Tvpsearos)
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cised horizontal lines, between which there may be decoration of chip carving (fig. 10.7-11).
These stalks present one of the most characteristic feature of the culture and were found on
every site (Todorova, Tonéeva 1975, Abb. 5.14-16; 18-22; Maproc 1973, Fig. 4.22, 23; IsaHos
1972, Tabl. 2.5; Toaoposa-Cumeonosa 1971, Taf. X1.8; XII.14, 19, 20; Georgieva 2014, Fig.
3.2; Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 140.3; 165.12). Their parallels found demonstrate that these were
mostly applied on the S-profiled dishes and bowls.

Conclusions

The ceramic displays all the features known to us from the other sites of the Varna
Culture. The smooth, soft profiling of the shapes, the frequent outward curved mouths and
the thickened transition points, the ring-shaped stalks and the frequent chip carving deco-
ration are all trends occurring in the ceramic complexes of the other settlements. Apparent-
ly, there is almost full overlapping of the diversity in the ceramic types. The parallels found
very rarely differ in terms of shapes and details, and as size, they only differ from those
found in the cemeteries. Obviously, the basis for comparison is not equal, the most ceramics
having been found in Ezerovo and Durankulak and the least in Strashimirovo and Devnya
settlement. The lack of a large number of parallels with the settlements of Strashimirovo
and Devnya is apparently due to the little amount of known material from them because
even the few analogies with these sites show full similarity with those from Povelyanovo.
Similarities with the KGK VI ceramic complex are also present but a further more detailed
comparison of similarities and differences is needed that is not subject to this study.

Chronological position

In terms of the relative chronology, there are several sites which will make possible
the determination of the chronological position of Povelyanovo. In Durankulak, most of
the analogous vessels are chronologically placed in the phase II, or II-IIl of Varna culture
and some of them find good parallels also in the III phase, most of them representing forms
which are equal characteristic for the two phases. In Golyamo Delchevo tell, which is locat-
ed near to the lakes in the area of Longoz, H. Todorova notes special attention of examples,
which according to her are vessels with an appearance that is typical to the Varna Culture,
explicitly known to not being manufactured locally, they differ, in terms of technology and
style from the local pottery and are product of the trade with the Circum-Pontic region
(Toaoposa n ap. 1975, Tabl. 55.27; 58.2, 24, 25; 68.6; 75.1-8; 77.29, 32). She notes that they
begun to appear in the VIIIth construction horizon, continued to the XIIIth one and are rela-
tively reduced thereafter (Togoposa u ap. 1975, 39, 50, 90, 107). The period of these exact
building levels is phase II of Late Eneolithic (Toaoposa u ap. 1975, Sch. 2, 13). The shown
vessels find very good analogues from Povelyanovo and given the fact that they are from
surely dated stratigraphic complexes, this allows a more exact relative dating of the settle-
ment. Based on these findings and the specific similarities with ceramics from Golyamo
Delchevo, Ezerovo is dated back in the phase II and the beginning of phase III (Todorova,
Tonceva 1975, 45), and in its majority, the ceramic repertoire is completely identical to that
of Povelyanovo. It is important to note that the pottery of Povelyanovo displays no similari-
ties with that of the settlements of Kozareva Mogila and Sozopol located south of the lakes
and referred to the final phase of the Late Chalcolithic (I'eopruesa 2003, 214-238; Georgieva
2014, 217-236; Draganov 1995, 225-241). The view that both settlements are dated back to
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the period after the existence of the sites from Varna Culture north of the Balkan Mountains
has been known long ago (Draganov 1995, 235-236; I'eopruesa 2003, 222). In this respect,
the material of Povelyanovo fits into the overall picture and does not alter the established
views.

However, there are samples within the material that could be dated earlier. Their
individual features bring them in a lower chronological position but even in a lower quan-
tity, they are found in later phases. The dishes with a high cylindrical or slightly S-shaped
ledge (1.3.2. — fig. 3.13-15 and 1.4.4 — fig. 5.7) are one of the characteristic forms for phase
I of Late Eneolithic (Petrova 2007, 55, Fig 1.8, 10; 2.2, 7; Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 48.1; 138.9).
But there are some similar examples from Ezerovo, Arsenala (unpublished data) and Du-
rankulak (phase II-III), so the shapes may have been maintained longer than the phase I
(Todorova, Tonceva 1975, Abb. 7.9, 13; Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 24.6; 65.2; 72.22). The dishes
with different type of ledge bent outwards (1.5.2,1.5.3.,1.5.4. fig. 5.9-12), however, do not
have any exact parallels, both among the settlements from the lakes and from the building
horizons of Golyamo Delchevo. They are present as early as in the middle Eneolithic - the
Hamangia IV Culture, being even ones of its distinctive features (Todorova 2002a, Abb.
122.21, 25;123.4, 5; Ilerposa 2008, Tab40. 5.1; 7.7; 9.6, 8; Slavchev 2003, Abb. 2; 8.2). Without
any significant changes in the shapes themselves, but with huge differences in the decora-
tion, they continued their development in Phase I of the Varna Culture (Todorova 2002b,
Tabl. 32.1, 5; 36.9; 52.6; 122.5). The first one stopped its development in this form after phase
I and the other two were maintained in a similar form to phase II, although significantly
reduced in number (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 34.1; 131.4). The cup from 3.1 type (fig. 7.5) is
also very characteristic for Hamangia IV (Slavchev 2003, Abb. 9.2; ITerposa 2008, Ta6.10 4.8;
Todorova 2002a, Abb. 119.21, 22), finding very good and numerous analogues from phase
I of Varna Culture (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 46.2; 93.3), but again in smaller quantity, it could
be seen in the later phases (Todorova 2002b, Tabl. 35.13; 113.6). However, there is no sign
that could be definitely related to the Middle Eneolithic Hamangia IV Culture and if these
cases are earlier, they should be placed in Phase I of the Varna Culture where they find most
numerous and exact parallels in the Durankulak cemetery.

There are two curious cases that also could be earlier and are more related to the
KGK VI Culture. These are the bowl with a bycylindrical transition point (4.2 type - fig.7.7),
dated back to the phase I and the early phase II (Hiller, Nikolov 2005, Taf. 135.7; Toaoposa
n koA. 1983, Tab. 62.18) and a case of the incised “ladder” type decoration (fig. 3.9), that is
a specific feature of the Karanovo V Culture but is also found in the beginning of the Late
Eneolithic in Thrace (Hiller, Nikolov 2005, Taf. 128.6; 130.11, 13). They both find good paral-
lels among KGK VI but are a rare finding in the area of the lakes or in Durankulak.

Conclusions

The samples described above are interesting, on one hand, due to their own charac-
teristics that make them better fit an earlier stage of the Late Eneolithic and on the other,
due to their absence so far in the other sites from the lakes. The availability of materials
from surely stratified complexes from settlements belonging to the Varna Culture phase I
would contribute to the specific situation but their current lack creates particular difficul-
ties in making any general conclusions. Therefore, it is important to note that samples with
supposed earlier features are available here but currently, only on the basis of unstratified
single samples, which on the other hand could be seen in less amount in later phases also, it
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is dangerous to conclude that the settlement was inhabited during phase L. In any case, the
situation is interesting and worthy to be discussed in more details but needs more points of
references for more sure conclusions to be made. There will be more clarity following the
complete processing of the ceramic complexes from the other settlements from the lakes
when a more serious comparative analysis will be possible. Also, processing of a material
from the Culture with a clear stratigraphic position such as that of the Durankulak tell ho-
rizons would give a clearer idea on the specific situation. At this moment, given the certain
stratiefied parallels from Durankulak and Golyamo Delchevo, we believe that it is objective
to accept the dating of the ceramic material and the Povelyanovo settlement respectively,
in the phase II of the Varna Culture, with a possibility of existence in phase III, or at least in
its early stage.
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[ToBENAHOBO — OOEKT OT KyNnTypa BapHa

CraHummp [NbpBaHOB
(pestome)

I'raBHaTa 1ea Ha M3cAeaBaHeTO e Aa IIpPeACTaBM KepaMIKaTa OT CeAMIeTO IIpu
IToBeasiHOBO 1 Upe3 HeMHN aHaAN3 Aa Ce ITOThPCU MACTOTO My B KOHTEKCTa Ha OCTaHaAM-
Te 00eKTH OT pailioHa Ha BapHeHcKuTe e3epa, KakKTO B KYATYpeH, Taka ¥ B XpOHOAOTMIEeCKI
acriekT. CeanIeTo ce HaMIpa Ha cepeposanaAHis Opsr Ha beaocaasckoTo e3epo, koeTo 1o
reorpapcky IpMU3HaK I10I1ala B apeada Ha Kyatypa Bapna. Ts e gatupana B KbCHIUSI XaAKO-
AWUT U Hail-00110 oOXBallja BTOpara I0A0BMHa Ha V xua. rp. Xp. /0 To31 MOMEHT OT peru-
OHa ca M3BeCTHU 9 eHeOoANTHM ceAuIlia 1 3 HEKpOIl04a, OTHACAIIM ce KbM KyATypa BapHa.
Ceanmara AbAro BpeMe ca CMsTaHI 3a HaKOAHM, HO AHeC e IIO-IIPUeMANBO Ja ce Adedu-
HUpAT KaTo KpalOpesXHM 00eKTH, pa3lloA0>KeH! Ha ITbpBaTa 3aAMBHa Tepaca Ha e3epoTo.

3a ceanmero npu IloseasHoBo 1 oOcTosiITeACTBaTa 3a HETOBOTO OTKpMBaHe 3HaeM
TBbpAe MaaAKo. OTKpUTO e IIpu CTPOUTEAHM AeHOCTY Oe3 Aa ca IIPOBeXAaH! apXe0A0I-
Jecky Ipoy4yBaHus. MaTepuaabT OT CeANIIIETO KbM MOMEHTa He e 13CAeABaH U MyOANKY-
BaH. HesaBncuMo OT Bb3HUKHAANTE TPYAHOCTU TP 0OpabOTKaTa 1 OTPOMHIUTE HESICHOTH
II0paau OTKbCAEUHNUS XapaKTep Ha 3allazeHaTa MHPOpMaAIN, HaANIle € OCTpa HYy>KJa OT
AOITb/BaHe Ha XapaKTepUCTUKUTe Ha HacedeHUeTo, 001TaBalo Taka AMCKYTUpPaHNs B AU-
TepaTypara peruoH.

Kepammnxara e MHOTO pparmMeHTNIpaHa 1 3./€ 3arla3eHa, HO MOTaT Aa ce HalpassT
0011 HabAI0AeHNA BbPXY TeXHOAOTMYECKUTe U1 XapaKTepuUcTuKu. Briocaeacrsue e npea-
JA0>KeHa o0IIja TUIIOAOTYS Ha KepaMIYHITe ChAOBe, Da3ypaHa OCHOBHO Ha TsxHaTa (op-
Ma. [lopaau auricata Ha CUTypeH XPOHOAOTMYECKM KOHTEKCT ca IIpUBeAeHN Iapadeay OT
Io3HaTuTe 00eKTH OT KyATypa BapHa, 3a4aBaliy oTHOCKTEAHO-XpPOHOAOIMYHA paMKa Ha
Ipoy4YBaHIs KepaMudeH KomIlaekc. Hait-o011o e nmpeacraBeHa 1 opHaMeHTalMsATa Ha Ke-
paMIYHNTe CbA0Be, KOATO e TPyJHa 3a aHaAM3MpaHe U MHTepIIpeTanys mopaau pparmMmes-
TapHOCTTa Ha MaTepuaJa.

B xepaMukara ca HaAMIle BCMYKYM XapaKTepUCTUKY, IIO3HATH HU OT OCTaHaANUTe 00eK-
TU OT KyaTypa Bapna. OueBnaHo nma 1o4Tu IrbAHO NPUIOKPMBaHe Ha TUIIOBOTO Pa3HOO-
Opasne, KaKTO IIpU KepaMIYHNTe TUIIOBe, TaKa U IIPU JeKopaluATa Ha cbloBeTe. OTHOCHO
XpOHO/AOIMYecKaTa ITO3MIINS Ha MaTepuada U PecleKTMBHO Ha CaMOTO ceAuIlle, Hall-Ba-
>KHM ca AaHHUTe OT HeKporoaa npu JypaHkyaak 1 ceanniHaTta moruaa I'oasmo Jeadeso.
Ot nexpomnoaa noseueto aHaao3u ca ot Il u III ¢pasa. B T'oasamo deaueso, mexxay VIII n XIII
CTp. XOp., ca OTKPUTY TOUYHM I1apasleAr Ha KepaMIYHI ChAOBe OT ceAMIIaTa OT e3epara (B
ToBa uncao u Ha [loseassiHoBO). TsxHOTO XpOHOAOTMYecKO MsCTO e Il dpasa Ha KbCHILS eHe-
0AUT. BaxkHO e Aa ce cioMeHe, 00ade, ye HAKOM OT 0Opa3LyTe O1Xa MOrAU Aa Cce OTHecaT I
KbM IIO-paHHa ¢asza. Brrpexn Tosa, Ha 6asaTa Ha eAMHNYHN HecTpaTUPUIIUPaHI €K3eM-
IIASIPY, € PUCKOBAHO Aa TBbPAUM, Ue ceAnIreTo e oourasaHo mpes I ¢gasza. Kpm MomeHTa
OTHacsAMe JaTMpaHeTO Ha KepaMMYHII MaTepual U CbOTBETHO ceaneTo ot IToseasHoso
kbM II Ppasa Ha KyaTypa BapHa.
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