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ABSTRACT

Lids are a seldom discovered type of Neolithic vessels, which explains the lack of analyses of this category
of ceramic assemblage. This study includes 41 unpublished fragments found at the settlements Samovodene,
Kachitsa, Hotnitsa-Kashlata, Hotnitsa-Kaya bunar, situated in the Yantra river valley, as well as Koprivets
which is located in the Rusenski Lom basin. They reveal certain changes in typology and decoration throughout
the entire Late Neolithic period (according to the Bulgarian chronological system — 5400/5300-5000/4900 BC),
namely the Hotnitsa and Dudesti cultures in the Lower Danube region, plus some Early Vadastra elements. The
absence of any Boian-Bolentineanu traces is not surprising, considering its vague specifics and even question-
able existence.

Most of the forms described come from Samovodene (34 pieces), as it is one of the few extensively excavated
sites. The majority have cylindrical (with straight or bulging walls) and slightly conical lids with planar top
surfaces. The few pieces from Kachitsa, the sites in the vicinity of Hotnitsa and the single from Koprivets show
different shapes, characteristic of the very end of the period. Various ornamentations are encrusted with white
or, at rare occasions, red, pastes. Moreover, due to the diverse decorations, every single fragment included has
its own specific appearance. The lids from North Central Bulgaria, as well as parts of the ceramic assemblage,
find their closest parallels in the Dudesti and Vddastra material from the Western Muntenia and Eastern Oltenia
regions in Southern Romania.
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Introduction

Ceramic lids are amongst the pottery forms that are frequently left out of thorough
analyses although, they are often one of the most significant categories. The Late Neolithic
assemblage in North Central Bulgaria (after the Bulgarian chronological system, 5400/5300
- 5000/4900 BC) is distinguished by typologically diverse lids which have different types
of ornamentation. This applies not only to this region but also to the whole Lower Danube
valley as well as Thrace. The paper examines 41 unpublished fragments coming from five
sites in the area — Samovodene, Kachitsa, Hotnitsa-Kaya bunar, Hotnitsa-Kashlata and Ko-
privets (fig. 1; table 1). All of them are flat settlements, apart from Samovodene, where the
thickness of the cultural layer reaches almost 3 m. Most of the pieces under study are cylin-
drical or slightly conical, rarely flat and solid. This research aims at bringing to light some
new data about these specific shapes, trace their evolution and build a typology that might
be useful for further work in the region.
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Fig. 1. Location of the sites under study and several contemporary sites with similar shapes in
their ceramic assemblage (5-10). 1.1 Kachitsa, 1.2 Samovodene, 1.3 Hotnitsa, 1.4 Koprivets, 1.5
Podgoritsa, 1.6 Miagura-Buduiasca, 1.7 Fircasu de Sus, 1.8 Garlesti-Surupdtoare, 1.9 Circea-
Viaduct, 1.10 Padea-Dealul Viei (by the author)

Oobp. 1. Mecmonoroxerue Ha 00eKxmume 6KA04EHU 6 AHAAUSA U HAKOU CUHXPOHHU CeAUULA C
nodooru gopmu. 1.1 Kauuya, 1.2 Camosodere, 1.3 Xomnuua, 1.4 Konpuseu, 1.5 Ilodzopuua, 1.6
Mrzypa-bydysacxka, 1.7 @vpxawy de Cyc, 1.8 I'vpreusu-Cypynvmoape, 1.9 Kvpua-Buadyxm, 1.10
[1ada-Aarya-Bueu (om asmopa)

Analysis of the finds

Samovodene is the site with most pieces found (34) and a gradual stratigraphic de-
velopment of the types and ornamentations can be registered only here. The settlement is
the biggest Neolithic site in North Central Bulgaria and one of the most significant in the
Lower Danube valley. Petar Stanev excavated it from 1974 to 1994 (Cranes 2002), as well
as Nedko Elenski in 2000 (Eaencku 2002). Stanev revealed layers from the whole Neolithic
period, distinguished by him in several stages — Samovodene B, and B, belong to the Mid-
dle Neolithic and B,-C is Late Neolithic, the first two coeval with Karanovo III and the
latter with Karanovo IV (Craues 2002, 23, 48-49). Later V. Nikolov revised the position of
Karanovo III and put it in the Late Neolithic, consequently Samovodene A,-B, B, B, and
B,-C all date back to that period - A,-B, is contemporary to Karanovo III, B, to the newly
formed Karanovo III-IV and the last two to Karanovo IV (Hukoaos 1998, 207). Most of the
lids were found in sector VI during the 1984 — 1992 field campaigns.

The first LN stage A, -B, is presented by four fragments. Two of them are flat, while
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Fig. 2. Lids from Samovodene A2-B1 (drawings by the author, scale 1:2)
O6p. 2. Kanauu om Camosodere A2-B1 (pucyrku, asmopa, mawab 1:2)

the other two are taller and hollow. The first flat piece has an oval edge, smoothed surface
and its diameter is 10 cm (fig. 2.1). The other lid of this kind has a straight side wall and a
diameter of 18 cm. Its surface is decorated with oval barbotine lines (fig. 2.2).

The lids from the other group differ - the first has conical walls, a rounded edge and
planar surface (fig. 2.3), while the other has slightly bulging vertical walls and its peripheral
edge hardly percievably projecting upwards (fig. 2.4). Despite that typological distinction,
their decoration is identical and the ornamentation on the top surface is connected to the
one depicted on the walls. In both cases it is a stripe (wide or narrow), hatched with incised,
white-encrusted lines. This net itself is filled with small hollows - the part on the walls is in
a chessboard-like pattern while the one on the top can be without any organization. Usu-
ally the stripes are paired and perpendicular, crossing on the top surface in a cruciform
shape. The described fragments share the same type and bear similar decoration to some
lids found in the earlier Neolithic layers (Cranes 2002, o0Op. 126). As a matter of fact, the
lids with conical or vertical walls and rounded edges were produced untill the end of the
settlement occupancy.

Samovodene B, deviates significantly from the A -B, pieces, as the decoration is more
elaborated and quite diverse. The single flat piece has a burnished surface and a diameter
of 10 cm (fig. 3.1). Two of the fragments are cylindrical with round edges, but in this next
phase the ornamentation on the top is usually disparate from the one on the walls — parallel
lines and circumscribed squares on the walls (fig. 3.2) or a row of combined triangles along
the edges (fig. 3.3). Another previously known type has conical walls, a rounded edge and
planar top surface. These two finds are ornamented with triangles filled with pricks, de-
picted on both of its parts (fig. 3.4) or hollows on the top and vertical hatched stripes and a
chessboard-like pattern of hollows within (fig. 3.5). The third type is again cylindrical, but
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Fig. 3. Lids from Samovodene B1. The broader incisions are grey-coloured in order to distinguish
them from the original surface (e.g. fig. 4. 6, 5. 1) (by the author)
Oop. 3. Kanayu om Camosoderie B1. IHIupokume 6ps36aHus ca oyéemeru 6 CU60 C 1eA
pAaspaHUYABAHeNnIo UM O OpuzUHAAHAmMA nosvpXxHocm (Hanp. o0p. 4. 6; 5. 1) (om asmopa)
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Fig. 4. Lids from Samovodene B2 (by the author)
Oop. 4. Kanayu om Camosodere B2 (om asmopa)

the rounded edge projects upwards and resembles a knob. It is interesting that these three
fragments share the same incised motif on their top surface —nested chevrons (or triangles).
Their surface is flat or the edge closest inner part is grooved. The preserved parts of the
walls are ornamented with straight or oblique lines and triangles (fig. 3.6-8; 9.1). This pecu-
liar shape evolved from the last one described from the previous stage, as evident from the
sherd with the simplest decoration (fig. 3.7). The last kind of lid for this stage is the most
characteristic of the entire period. It has cylindrical walls and a ridged (extended sideways)
peripheral edge. They are decorated with vertical hatched stripes on the walls and cut tri-
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Fig. 5. Lids from Samovodene B2-C (by the author)
Oop. 5. Kanayu om Camosoderie B2-C (om asmopa)

angles framing the top part (fig. 3.9), or panels with different incised ornaments (fig. 3.10).
During this stage, the incisions widen, sometimes even looking like excised fields (fig. 3.10;
9.2). Almost all of the described examples are white-encrusted, a few of them red-encrusted
(fig. 3.9).

The conical shapes with oval edges and the cylindrical ones with a ridged top part are
part of the ceramic assemblages north of the Danube (Nica 1991, fig. 5, 8, 11; see below) and
in Thrace (Stefanova 2005, taf. 30, 13; Klasnakov 2010, fig. 8, 1; Andreeva 2010, fig. 18, 4, 6).

The diameters are mainly in the range of 11-14 cm. Most of the lids have four oppo-
sitely perforated holes in the central part (not necessarily in the very centre) of their top (fig.
3.5;4.1; 6.5) or one in the centre (fig. 4.6; 5.2). A string or a fiber was laced through them by
which the lid was moved. Probably the largest part of the sherds from all phases of the set-
tlement have a similar feature, although the badly preserved fragments make this conclu-
sion uncertain. Another consequent function of the holes is to ensure the flow of oxygen to
the contents of the pot underneath the lid. Some of the lids do not have a perfectly planar
horizontal top surface, but rather a sub-concave one.

Samovodene B, is typologically similar compared to B, but the ornamentation is dis-
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Fig. 6. Lids from Samovodene, uncertain stratigraphic context (by the author)
Oobp. 6. Kanayu om Camosodetie ¢ Hecuzypet cmpamuzpageku Kormerwcm (om agmopa)
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Fig. 7. Lids from Kachitsa (1-3), Hotnitsa (4-6) and Koprivets (7) (by the author)
Oop. 7. Kanayu om Kauuya (1-3), Xomnuya (4-6) u Konpusey, (7) (om asmopa)

tinctive for the second half of the Late Neolithic period. All of the finds have cylindrical
walls, except two flat pieces. The sideways-ridged top surface is dominant again, as four
cylindrical lids belong to this type. Two of them have crossing bands depicted on their
tops with different motifs within and notched peripheral edges (fig. 4.1-2; 9.3-4). The first
one has excised fields on both parts. In another case, differently shaped hatched bands are
placed by the periphery of the upper surface and onto the vertical wall (fig. 4.3). Similarly
decorated lids come from the Late Dudesti layers at Magura-Buduiasca (part of the Muzeu-
lui Judetean Teleorman exhibiton) and Farcasu de Sus (Nica 1976, fig. 10, 2) but the latter is
a more distant parallel. The last find of this group has detached panels filled with different
ornaments on both of its parts and oblique flutes next to the one on the wall (fig. 4.4; 9.5).
Two of the lids with vertical lower parts have oval rather than projecting peripheral edges.
The first fragment is decorated with spirals on its top and the H-shaped motif on the walls,
particularly characteristic of the second half of the Late Neolithic (fig. 4.5). The next one is
the only example of a similar ornamentation all over the surface of a lid, in this case white-
encrusted hollows (fig. 4.6). The last two fragments are flat and solid. The top side of the
first one raises to the centre, where a handle was probably placed. A similar shape is part
of the last Neolithic phase at Karanovo (Bac¢varov 2002, taf. VIL.2, 2). The suggested recon-
struction (fig. 4.7) copies eventually similar handles from Podgoritsa and Usoe (Togoposa,
Baricos 1993, puc. 121a, 5, 7; puc. 126, 6). Another two H-shaped motifs are incised on the
second flat lid — one of them is filled with pricks, the other is next to it but blank (fig. 4.8).
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Fig. 8. Fragments from pots/jars from Samovodene B1 (1-2), Samovodene B2 (3-6) and Hotnitsa
(7). Pot from Hotnitsa-Kaya bunar (8) (by the author)
Oop. 8. Opazmermu om zopresudru codose om Camosoderne B1 (1-2), Camosoderie B2 (3-6) u
Xomnuua (7). I'vpresuden cvd om Xomnuuya-Kas 6ynap (8) (om asmopa)

This piece is also distinguishable by its differently organized ornamentation - two areas in
its two halves, separated by a blank stripe in the middle. An identical one was discovered
at Podgoritsa (Togoposa, Baricos 1993, puc. 121a, 5). The diameters of the latter finds are 22
and 18 cm, while the cylindrical one vary between 9 and 17 cm, most of them about 12 cm.

The five lids from the last B,-C phase are poorly preserved, one of them only a part
of the wall. The single flat piece has plenty of organic substances in its clay and a diameter
of 26 cm (fig. 5.1). The rest share the well-known shape - cylindrical walls and planar or
sub-concave top surface. Perhaps one of them is with ridged peripheral edge. Its top part
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Fig. 9. Lids from Samovodene B1 (1-2), Samovodene B2 (3-5) and Samovodene, uncertain context
(6) (all photos made by the author)
Oop. 9. Kanayu om Camosodetie B1 (1-2), Camosoderie B2 (3-5) u Camosedere c Hecuzypen
cmpamuzpapeku konmexcm (6) (6cutku CHUMKY ca HANPAGeHY 0N A6Mopa)

is decorated with oval incisions, while the walls have irregular motifs depicted, some of
them filled with pricks (fig. 5.2). The other fragment with a preserved upper part is with an
incised meander (fig. 5.3). The last one from this group, which is only a wall, is probably
with an incised zigzag line (fig. 5.4). The conical lid suggests an oval edge and a decoration
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of thinly outlined hatched fields filled with chessboard-like arranged hollows (fig. 5.5). Al-
though the ornamentation looks similar to the one on the first Late Neolithic examples, its
organization and the decorative technique are quite different. The diameters of the two best
preserved pieces are both 12 cm.

Unfortunately, seven of the lids from Samovodene have no clear stratigraphic con-
text or no context at all. The single flat fragment probably belongs to the A -B, stage (fig.
6.1). Most of the finds can be dated to the B, phase, all of them with cylindrical walls and
oval or ridged edges. Each lid has its own decoration — broadly incised lines on the top
(which form a triangle of its original surface) and horizontal ones below (fig. 6.2) or cross-
ing stripes on the top bearing different motifs and oblique lines in panels on the walls (fig.
6.3). Another piece has a white-encrusted hatched triangle incised on the top, an oval edge
with red-encrusted notches and alternating white-encrusted hatched vertical stripes and
red-encrusted spirals on the walls (fig. 6.4; 9.6). The best preserved lid belongs to the cylin-
drical walls and ridged edge type, its top is ornamented with two crossing bands, while the
walls below have triangles and vertical lines (fig. 6.5; 10.1). Two of the lids display sharper
than usual peripheral edges, both of them fluted. They might be either B, or B-C, but the
later stage seems more plausible. The first sherd reveals a hatched triangle plus a detached
panel filled with different motifs on the top surface, with vertical incisions and a hatched
stripe on the walls (fig. 6.6; 10.2). The last one has a panel with irregular broken lines placed
on the top and two others on the walls with oblique and vertical lines inside (fig. 6.7). This
specific type finds analogues in the Late Dudesti material from Magura-Buduiasca (part of
the Muzeului Judetean Teleorman exhibiton) and Cernica (Comsa 1974, fig. 10, 5).

All conical and cylindrical lids from Samovodene have well burnished outer sur-
faces and rougher, but still smoothed, inner ones. The flat pieces from the A -B, stage are
smoothed and one of them is barbotine decorated. All of the ones from the next stages are
burnished, except a fragment from the B,-C phase. According to the Munsell soil colour
chart (1994 edition), most of the fragments are grey in colour (5 YR 4/1 dark gray, 5YR 5/2
reddish gray, 7.5YR 3/1 very dark gray, 5Y 5/1 gray, 10YR 6/2 light brownish gray), while
several are brown or yellowish (7.5YR 4/4 brown, 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown, 7.5YR 7/6
reddish yellow, 5YR 7/6 reddish yellow). The clay temper is mainly mineral (sand and tiny
stones), rarely containing organic substances and chamotte. The three types of described
lids (flat, slightly conical and cylindrical) are found in all four phases of the settlement, with
the cylindrical ones being dominant. Only two of all 34 sherds have complete profiles. The
first one dates to the A -B, phase and its height is 4 cm (diameter 11 cm), the seconds comes
from B, and its height is4.5 cm (diameter 8 cm). One could expect that a smaller diameter
would mean a bigger height, but the B, example disproves this assumption. Perhaps the
maximum height of the lids was not more than 10 cm, or even less (7-8 cm). The important
defining factor it is the height of the neck of the vessel. Some examples from Cernica (Comsa
1974, ftig. 10, 5) and Mdgura-Buduiasca (Thissen 2013, pl. G. 4-5) in Romania suggest the
production of higher shapes, but such fragments are absent in this region. Possibly one of
the pieces from B,-C (fig. 6. 2) could be comparable, but it is too damaged to be certain.

A certain rule of applying ornaments onto specific types of lids is observed — chess-
board-like patterns on the slightly conical lids with oval edges, nested chevrons on the
specific B, type, crossing bands upon cylindrical lids with ridged peripheral edges. Some of
the oval ridged edges are notched, while the few sharp ones are fluted.

The flat settlement Kachitsa is situated underneath the western area of modern Ve-
liko Turnovo. It was excavated from 1972 to 1979 by Petar Stanev (Cranes 1996). Two of the
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Fig. 10. Lids from Samovodene, uncertain context (1-2) and Hotnitsa (3). Body sherds from
Samovodene B2 (4-5) (by the author)
Oop. 10. Kanauu om Camosodete c Hecuzyper cmpamuzpapcku kormexcm (1-2) u Xomnuua (3).
Opazmenmu om 2opHesudHu cvdose om Camosoderie B2 (4-5) (om asmopa)

three lids in total were found in burnt dwellings. They are flat, with smoothed surfaces and
diameters of 16 and 26 cm (fig. 8.1-2). The larger one is decorated with broadly incised ver-
tical lines and meanders. Another wide incision is added along the periphery. This artifact
might have another purpose. During the Late Neolithic, clay plates with a characteristic
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incised ornamentation appear, considered as images with symbolic meanings or even pro-
to-writing signs (Suvandzhiev, in press). The round shape of this particular find supports
the idea that it is a lid, but this should not be accepted unquestionably. A very similar find
comes from a burnt dwelling at Nova Zagora-Hlebozavoda in Thrace, where it was inter-
preted as the lid of a fireplace (Kanceva-Ruseva 2000, abb. 2; taf, III-V). Incised motifs have
also been found on secondary burnt debris - parts of the walls of a house or clay facilities.

The last piece is again secondarily burnt and belongs to a semi-spherical lid, its di-
ameter is 12 cm. The incised ornamentation reveals a combination of intersecting triangles,
straight and curved lines (fig. 7.3). This shape and ornament are characteristic of the Late
Dudesti layers at Fundeni (Comsa 1971, fig. 18, 26) and Garlesti-Surupatoare (Nica 1994, fig.
6, 7) and the beginning of Vadastra at Magura-Buduiasca (Thissen 2013, pl. AD, 1-3).

Three Late Neolithic settlements have been located near the village of Hotnitsa - Or-
lovka, Kashlata and Kaya bunar. In 1958 E. Comsa visited the excavations of the Chalco-
lithic mound, led by N. Angelov. During his stay, he examined the material from the near
country Orlovka. Based on the analyzed pottery and its abundant resemblances, Comsa
defined the site as eponymous for the period in the region. Unfortunately, the majority of
material was gathered through field surveys by I. Kokorkov and P. Parashkevanov and has
no stratigraphy (Cysana>xues 2014, 447, 449). The only excavated site is the one at Orlovka
(Yoxaaxxmes, Yoxaaxues 2014, 97-121). Ceramics and some finds from the aforementioned
sites were published by V. Ilcheva (Iagepa 2008) and N. Elenski, who dates them to the very
end of the Neolithic (Eaencku 1998). The fragments included here are probably discovered
at Kaya Bunar and Kashlata. The expansive site spreads across the two countries and in
fact, the Late Neolithic settlement is the same. Each of the three pieces is of a different type,
which complement the typology of the settlement, known from the forms published by N.
Elenski (Eaenckm 1998). The settlements in the vicinity of Hotnitsa are chronologically later
than Samovodene and the style of the finds is distinct. Two of the fragments have cylindri-
cal lower halves, which transform through a differently shaped indentation into a conical
or semi-spherical upper part. Normally the ornamentation on these two halves is different
and white-encrusted. Most of the lids from those settlements are with conical upper halves,
but usually they are poorly-preserved and only the described part is found (Eaenckm 1998).
A similar unpublished artifact is ornamented with incised meanders (fig. 7.4; 10.3), whilst
the one with a semi-spherical upper part has succeeding parallel, curvilinear incisions (fig.
7.5). These two types are indicative of the Late Dudesti and especially Early Vadastra layers
north of the Danube. Fragments with conical upper parts have been discovered at Padea-
Dealul Viei (Nica, Nita 1979, fig. 20), Leu-La Tei (Nica, Nita 1979, fig. 11, 13; fig. 16, 2-3),
Garlesti-Surupatoare (Nica 1994, fig. 5, 10; 9, 3) and Circea-Viaduct (Nica 1991, fig. 8, 3, 4,
6, 7, 16). The semi-spherical end is not so popular — being found only at Padea-Dealul Viei
(Nica, Nita 1979, fig. 20, 3), Circea-Viaduct (Nica 1991, fig. 8, 5). Similar shapes are part of
the Karanovo IV ceramic assemblage in Thrace - Nova Zagora-Hlebozavoda (Jungsteinzeit
1981, taf. 50, b; Togoposa, Baricos 1993, puc. 112, 2). The only sherd of a flat lid is small in
diameter (7 cm) and slightly projecting in its centre. Its surface is decorated with an incised
spiral (fig. 8.6). Identical lids, although with solid lower surfaces, are characteristic of Nova
Zagora-Hlebozavoda (Kdnceva-Ruseva 2000, abb. 1; taf. III-V). Such shapes have also been
discovered at Usoe (Toagoposa 1973, puc. 4, 3), Krushaka (Jemaxos 2005, ¢pur. 7), Karano-
vo III-IV (Bac¢varov 2002, taf. VIL2, 3), Bourgas-Fresh water channel and Bourgas-the bay
(Klasnakov 2010, fig. 5-6).

Koprivets is the northernmost settlement among the sites in this study. It was in-
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Site Context Colour
Sector Square | Phase |Diameter | Surface (after Munsell 1994) Fabrics
Samovodene | VI /s As-B, 10 smoothed | very dark gray (7.5YR 3/1) mineral
Samovodene | V A/l Az-By 18 barbotine strong brown (7.5YR 5/6) mineral, chamotte
Samovodene | VI W10 | Asx-By 14 burnished gray (5Y 5/1) mineral, organics
Samovodene | VI 3/2 Ax-By 11 burnished gray (5Y 5/1) mineral
Samovodene | VI W12 B 10 burnished | dark grayish brown (10YR mineral
Samovodene | VI w7 B 14 burnished dark gra;/?S)YR 4/1) mineral
Samovodene | VI 3/9 B, 13 burnished reddish gray (SYR 5/2) mineral, ch‘amottc,
organics
Samovodene | VI 10 B, 13 burnished | reddish yellow (7.5YR 7/6) | mineral, ch'amollc,
organics
Samovodene | VI 3/3 B 8 burnished gray (5Y 5/1) mineral
Samovodene | VI /6 B 12 burnished reddish gray (5YR 5/2) mineral
Samovodene | VI 4 B, 12 burnished reddish gray (5YR 5/2) mineral
Samovodene | V A/l B 14 burnished dark gray (SYR 4/1) mineral
Samovodene | VI /8 B 14 burnished | light brownish gray (10YR mineral
Samovodene | VI 3/2 B 11 burnished | reddish ycl?c/)iv) (5YR 7/6) mineral
Samovodene | VI b/23 B, 12 burnished dark gray (5YR 4/1) mineral
Samovodene | VI W7 B 16 burnished dark gray (SYR 4/1) mineral
Samovodene | VII K13 B, 17 burnished | dark grayish brown (10YR | mineral, organics
Samovodene | VI B, 12 burnished brown (l;/?YR 4/4) mineral, chamotte
Samovodene |V b2 B, 11 burnished brown (7.5YR 4/4) mineral, organics
Samovodene | VI W13 B> 9 burnished gray (SYR 6/1) mineral
Samovodene |V 2 B, 22 burnished brown (7.5YR 4/4) mineral
Samovodene | VI 3/10 B> 18 burnished gray (5Y 5/1) mineral
Samovodene | VI 3/1 B>-C 26 smoothed | light brownish gray (100YR | mineral, organics
Samovodene |11l 6 B,-C ? burnished | reddish yellgg)(ISYR 7/6) mineral
Samovodene | VI ns7 B,-C 12 burnished weak red (2.5YR 4/2) mineral
Samovodene |V B/2 B,-C 12 burnished | grayish brown (10YR 5/2) mineral, organics
Samovodene | VI B2-C burnished brown (7.5YR 4/4) mineral
Samovodene | VI 9 As-B,? 16 burnished brown (7.5YR 4/4) mineral
Samovodene | VII By? 16 burnished | light brownish gray (10YR | mineral, organics
Samovodene ? B,? 11 burnished | very dark grig)('f’.SYR 3/1) mineral
Samovodene |V 5 By? 11 burnished dark gray (S5YR 4/1) mineral, organics
Samovodene | VI K/13 B,? 17 burnished | dark grayish brown (10YR mineral
Samovodene ? B2-C? 13 burnished | grayish broi://i)( 10YR 5/2) mineral
Samovodene ? B»-C? 14 burnished brown (7.5YR 4/4) mineral, organics
Kachitsa A% b/4 16 smoothed secondary burnt mineral, organics
Kachitsa VIII A/14 26 smoothed secondary burnt mineral, organics
Kachitsa VI 7 12 burnished | grayish brown (10YR 5/2) mineral
Hotnitsa burnished weak red (2.5YR 4/2) mineral
Hotnitsa burnished gray (5Y 5/1) mineral, chamotte
Hotnitsa 7 burnished | grayish brown (10YR 5/2) mineral
Koprivets I 21 burnished | reddish yellow (7.5YR 7/6) mineral

Table 1. Graphic table with details of the lids
Tabauya 1. Tabauya ¢ demaiiau Ha Kanayume — cmpamuzpaPceku KoHmexcm, ouamenop,
nogvpxtocm, yesim (cnoped Munsell soil colour chart 1994) u npumecu
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habited in the Early and Late Neolithic. The site was excavated by V. Popov and I. Vajsov
(ITorros, Matesa 1993; Baiicos, [Torios 2014). The only lid is semi-spherical and light brown
in colour. Because of the size of the sherd, its diameter is not clear. A small part of the or-
namentation is preserved - a broad vertical notched motif, delineated by two thin incisions
(fig. 7.7). Possibly, it was repeated all over the surface or else alternated with another one. A
horizontal thin line incised near the rim closes the composition. A quite similar artifact was
found in the Vadastra layers at Magura-Buduiasca (Thissen 2013, pl. AD, 3).

Another Vadastra find in the region comes from the ceramic assemblage at Novgrad
(Kraufs 2006, taf. 19, 2), but it belongs to a later stage of the complex.

Vessels the lids were placed upon

The described hollow cylindrical and conical lids were used to cover pots (also called
jars) with rounded bi-conical or bi-conical bodies and low or relatively high cylindrical
necks. Usually they are decorated with vertical bands filled with broadly incised motifs
(meanders, spirals, zigzags), sometimes with narrower hatched stripes next to them. Both
ornamental panels are usually white-encrusted, only rarely red-encrusted. Such fragments
are known from Samovodene B, (fig. 8.1-2) and B, (fig. 8.3-6; 10.4-5), Magura-Buduiasca
(Thissen 2013, fig. 11; Mirea, in press), Poroschia-La Vii (Mirea 2005, pl. 8, 3) and perhaps
Rosiorii de Vede and Plosca (Mirea 2005, pl. 7, 6-7). The lids and the related pots from
Magura share the same fabrics (Thissen 2013, 32), which show that they were probably pro-
duced simultaneously and each lid was made for a certain pot. Such an assumption raises
the question if there is a possible connection between the decoration of the pot and the ac-
companying lid, but the chance of finding the two parts together is minimal.

In other cases. the pots are ornamented with differently shaped incised fields filled
with pricks (the so-called “Vinc¢a band”), like the ones found at Hotnitsa-Kaya bunar (fig.
8.7-8), Koprivets (ITormos 1996, 06p. 40, 2), Usoe (Togoposa, Baiicos 1993, puc. 120), Garlesti-
Surupatoare and Circea-Viaduct (Nica 1991, fig. 7, 1, 7), or Late Dudesti motifs - Circea-
Viaduct and Padea-Dealul Viei (Nica 1991, fig. 7, 3, 10).

The semi-spherical lids were used to cover deep bowls with narrow mouths or pots.
The diameters of the flat lids are larger, as they were placed upon different types of ves-
sels or maybe even particular facilities. Some conical bowls and holemouths have special
protrusions on the inner side of their rims, probably added for placing of a lid upon them.
Such bowls have been found at Kachitsa, holemouths at Poroschia-La Vii (Mirea 2005, pl. 8,
4), Draganesti-Olt (Nica, Zorzoliu 1992, fig. 6, 7) and Garlesti-Surupdtoare (Nica 1994, fig. 9,
7), pots at Garlesti-Surupatoare (Nica 1994, fig. 9, 5).

Conclusion

The analysis of the shapes from Samovodene shows a gradual chronological devel-
opment of the main type of lid found at the site — cylindrical/conical walls and planar top.
During the initial Late Neolithic A -B, stage, the edge is rounded or slightly protuberant
upwards and the ornamentation on both parts is similar and bounded (fig. 2. 3-4). In the
next B, stage, the edge grows firmly projecting upwards (fig. 3.6) or sideways (fig. 3.9-10).
The ornamentation on the walls and the top are separate, yet in some cases still similar (fig.
3.2, 4, 6), no matter what type the lid is. Samovodene B, introduces the second half of the
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Late Neolithic, when the ridged peripheral edge is predominant (sometimes notched or
fluted) and the decoration consists of miscellaneous motifs and combinations (fig. 4). The
final occupational level of the settlement does not reveal significant new varieties (fig. 5).
The only type produced in all stages is the flat solid lid, although with different curves of
the rounded edge.

All fragments from Kachitsa, Hotnitsa and Koprivets are characteristic of the final
stages of the period — semi-spherical lids, lids with cylindrical walls and conical or semi-
spherical upper parts (fig. 7). The previously widely popular cylindrical shape with planar
top surface is absent.

As already repeatedly mentioned, each lid in the study has its own specific ornamen-
tation and appearance, probably the same applies to the decoration of each pot as well (fig.
8). This may hint at the peculiar role and place of these shapes in the ceramic assemblage
and their meaning and value for the Neolithic society.
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BbpxbT Ha rbpHeTaTa. KbCHOHEONUTHY KePaMUYHI Kanawm
oT LleHTpanHa CeBepHa bbarapua.

BaH CyBaHOKMeB
(pesiome)

Kepammunnre kanamm ca cpes popmute, KOUTO 4ecTo ocTapat Oe3 IoApoOeH aHa-
AU3, MaKap 1 Aa ca cpea CUTHU(pUKATUBHNUTE eAeMeHTN Ha KepaMIUIHIs KoMILaeKc. Kbcnnm-
At Heoant B Llentpaana Cesepna brarapus ce oranyasa ¢ TUIIOAOTMYECKO pasHOOOpasue
Ha HaXOJKM, HOCeII pa3AMyHa CTUANMCTUKA Ha OpHaMeHTa. ToBa Baku He caMo 3a I10CO-
YeHMsI PeruoH, HO U 3a lleaus apeaa Ha Joanusa Jynas, kakto u Tpakmsa. HacrosmaTa
craTus pasraexx/a 41 HeryO0AMKyBaHM pparMeHTa OT Kallallyl, IIpou3xXoXKAaIy ot 5 obexra
— Camosogene, Kaunna, Xorauna-Kas 6ynap, Xorauna-Kemaara n Kompusern. Benuxkn
obekTH, ¢ u3kaoyeHne Ha CaMoBojeHe, KbAeTO KyATYPHUAT I14acT 40CTUra oyt 3 M, ce
NpUYNCASIBaT KbM ceanIriata oT oTkput tur. CaMoBojeHe e e AMHCTBeHUAT OOeKT, B KOITO
MOXKe Aa IIpocAe VM ITOCTeIIeHHO TUII0AO0TMYeCcKO pa3BuTie Ha GOopMuUTe U yKpacaTa 1o
Tax. Kananjure or nagaanara A,-B, dasa (00p. 3) ca 1110cku, KOHMYHY, C paBHa FTOpHa YacT U
3a002€eH pB0 (IIpexos MeXAy gBeTe 4acTu) M IUAMHAPWYHY, C paBHa TOpHa IMOBbPXHOCT U
caabo nsgaaen Harope pr0. OpHaMEHTHT 110 CTEHUTE ¥ TOpHaTa JacT € eAMHEeH U CBbp3aH.
C nacrpiBanero Ha CamoBogene B, MoTuBuTe 110 ABETE TOBHLPXHOCTY Ha Kallal[iTe ce pas-
AeAdT U pa3AndaBaT, MaKap 1 HAKOU OT TsX Ja ca Bce oIrje cxogHu (00p. 4). CrioMeHaTUAT
3a mppBaTa Pasa caabo msjajeH Harope pnO e Beye OTYETAMBO pasrpanmuyes. [Ipes Tosn
eTaIl ce MOsABABa Hall-XapaKTePHUAT TUII KallaK, UMalll DMAMHAPUYHI CTeHM, paBHa ropHa
JacT 1 u3jageH scrpanu puo. Tyk Bee oIe ce OTKpmBa B paBHM KOAMYECTBa C POPMUTE ChC
3a004€H IIpexo/ KbM rOpHaTa 4acT, HO Ipe3 caeasamus B, roir gomunmpa. [lepudepnusr
pBO e Beue yKpaceH - Ha3bOeH 1AM KaHeaupaH. PparMeHTUTe OT IIOCOYEHNUAT eTall HOCAT
Hali-Oorata opHamenTanusa (00p. 5). PuHasHUTe HMBA OT OOMTaBaHETO Ha CEAUIIETO He
pas3KpuBaT 3Ha4MMI HOBOBbBEeJEHIs B TUIIOAOTHUsATA U yKpacaTta Ha popMute (00p. 6).

®parmeHTHUTE OT OCTaHaAUTe 4 ceaninia ca TUIMYHU 3a CaMIsl Kpall Ha HeoAuTa 1
3HaunTeAHO ce pasamdasaT oT CamoBogene (00p. 8). XapakTepHu ca KanamuTe C IIUAUH-
ApUYHa A0AHA 4acT M KOHMYHA AU TTOoAycdepryHa ropHa II0A0BMHA, IIO3HATU B palioHa
ot Xorauna. ITo-psako ce cpemar usisao noaycpepudnu Gpopmu, I0400HO Ha Te3U OT
Kauuna n Konpusern,.



