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ABSTRACT

The Chalcolithic tell Hotnitsa was excavated for the first time in the "50s of the 20" century. Even then remains
of a massive fortification were found in its southern periphery. Following a long break the archaeological ex-
cavations were renewed and continue to the present day. The current study summarizes the results from the
research of the enclosures during the last seasons (the period since 2009 till 2015). Their construction and chro-
nology have been clarified to a large extent. It has been established that the southern part of the tell is protected
by a complex fortification representing a rampart and a palisade built on it. A stone build-up was found in some
sections. A ditch was very likely dug in front of the rampart. Most probably this enclosure protects the middle
chalcolithic layers of the tell. A trench (found during the 2015 season), attesting to the presence of a massive pali-
sade built in the southern periphery of the tell. It is located behind the remains of the rampart. Most probably
it was built later than the rampart and it protects the last late chalcolithic layers of the tell. The excavated enclo-
sures are similar to the ones, discovered during the research of a number of chalcolithic settlements, located in
Bulgaria. The research of the enclosures in Hotnitsa enriches to a great extent our knowledge of architecture and
fortification constructions during the Copper age in the Lower Danube region.
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Hotnitsa tell is located approximately 1150 m northeast from the centre of the modern vil-
lage (fig. 1). The Bohot River runs southeast of it. The diameter of its base is around 110 m.
The height of the tell is 5-6 m. Its altitude is 84.2 m. The first excavations were conducted
by N. Angelov in 1956-1959, when the topmost layer and the stratigraphic sounding in the
southern section were dug (Anreaos 1958, 389-404). Back in 1958 N. Angelov noted in his
journal the presence of 2-3 postholes in east-west direction and a ,,stone wall”. They were
revealed in the stratigraphic sounding at a depth of 3.10-3.40 m (fig. 2)".

After a long break, the archaeological excavations were renewed in 2000. They were
carried out under the direction of S. Chohadzhiev and A. Chohadzhiev?. As early as the first
seasons of the renewed excavations, the study of a new section in the southern part of the
tell was initiated. The aim was to establish the presence of enclosures, their character and
chronology. The results from several successive campaigns (during the period 2009-2015)
clarify those problems to a great extent.

During the archaeological studies in 2004 an area located east from the stratigraph-

1 Information about this enclosure is provided by the archive of N. Angelov (Regional Museum of
History — Veliko Tarnovo, Inv. Ne 1540)

2 My thanks to St. Chohadzhiev and Al. Chohadzhiev for the provided unpublished information and
shared ideas without which this report would not be possible.
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Fig. 1. Location of Hotnitsa tell (image by Google Earth):
1 — location to the modern village; 2 — zoomed image
Due. 1. Mecmonoroxeriue Ha ceauuyrama mozura Xommuuya (usobpaxenue om Google Earth):
1 — pasnoiosxetue cnpsaMo Co6pPeMeHHOMO ceAo; 2 — YéeAuueHo usobpaxerue
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ic one of N. Angelov was excavated. A section of the enclosures was found, representing
probably a clayish rampart, with a wooden palisade built on it. At certain spots within its
base there is a build-up of stones (“stone belt”). A stone structure attached to the palisade
was found (fig. 3). Probably it is connected to enclosures. It is possible that it represents a
bastion, flanking a nearby entrance or just an element consolidating the palisade. The high-
est part of a rampart sloping southwards was registered, on which the above-described
facilities were placed (Uoxaa>xues u ap. 2005, 54-56; Chohadzhiev 2009, 67-84).

The research of the enclosure system has been particularly intensive during the last
couple of years. In 2009 an excavation was performed, located east from the previous two
(the stratigraphic one of N. Angelov from 1958 and the one from 2004). The situation in
the two new soundings (the ones from 2004 and from 2009) is identical, as obviously the
new found sections belong to the same enclosure which was described in the studies by N.
Angelov. It consists of a rampart and a palisade located upon it. The remains from the pali-
sade represent 3-4 rows of postholes, in east-west direction. The holes have a diameter of
0.10-0.20 m and are located at a distance of 0.25 m from each other (fig. 4). A trench was not
registered for their laying. This is typical for palisades built on ramparts. Between the post-
holes, as well as on separate sections from the outside wall, the rampart was plastered by
1-2 cm thick layer of light yellow, almost white clay (Uoxaa>xnes, Yoxaaxxues 2010, 79-82).
The small diameter of the postholes, as well as the lack of a trench for their placement sug-
gests that a short and not particularly massive palisade was erected on this spot. Perhaps it
appears more like a simple enclosure than a wall.

The interesting observations that have been shared in relation to this sounding make
the study of the enclosures a priority goal of the excavations in Hotnitsa. In the course of
several successive seasons (from 2010 to 2012) the construction of the enclosure was clari-
fied. Due to the fact that the external front of the rampart continues southwards, the square
was extended in this direction. Its incline is approximately 30°. At a depth of 4.02 m an
almost horizontal “step” with a length of around 1 m was registered (fig. 5) (Yoxaa>xues,
Yoxaaxues 2011, 88-90). Following that, in southward direction, the rampart again de-
scends steeply downwards, at an angle of 25-30°. At a depth of 4.52 m a stretch of darker
soil was uncovered, with a width of around 1 m (fig. 6). It is likely a trench, but only future
excavations can confirm that (Yoxaa>xnes, Yoxaaxxues 2012, 78-80). At the base of the ram-
part, at a depth of 5.88 m, the inclination is greatly reduced — to 5°. A new, identical with the
first one (upper) “step” was uncovered, with a length of about 2 m (fig. 7). It is possible that
it represents a berm, formed immediately before an alleged ditch, reached at the lowest part
of the rampart. Its presence is reasoned by the dig with steep walls, uncovered in front of it
(at a depth of 6.15 m). Unfortunately very soon (at a depth of 6.40 m) the excavations were
suspended, due to underground waters breaking (Yoxaa>xues, Yoxaaxues 2013, 74-75).
The form (the intersection) and the dimensions (the width and depth) of the registered dig-
ging remain unclear. It also cannot be fully confirmed if this is a ditch. The digging is filled
with grey-black soil, charcoal, plaster and pottery fragments. Yet another interesting fact is
that during the excavations at this considerable depth, several sherds from late Neolithic
vessels were found. At this stage, a late Neolithic layer was not established, as structures
from this period were not found.

As a result from the conducted research, the approximate dimensions of the rampart
were established. It is approximately 3.10-3.20 m high (from a depth of 2.90-3.00 m to a
depth of 6.00-6.10 m). Its width was not registered. The length of the outside part of the
rampart (from the top to its base) is approximately 10 m. It was built with whitish-green
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Fig. 2. Plan of I layer of Hotnitsa tell (after Chohadzhiev 2009, 74, fig. 3)
Duz. 2. [aan na I xopusonm na ceaunynama mozura Xomnuya (no Chohadzhiev 2009, 74, fig. 3)

soil with small limestone concretions. Two changes of the slope were established — in the
middle and at the base of the rampart. There is probably a dug ditch in front of it’.

The results from the last two archaeological seasons (2014 and 2015) are particularly
interesting. They substantially complete the data on enclosures. In 2014 a new square was
excavated, set between the soundings from 2004 and 2009. At a depth of 2.90-3.00 m the
remains of the rampart were uncovered quite expectedly. What is more interesting is that
right behind it two trenches were found. The first one is approximately 0.70-0.80 m wide
and about 0.35 m deep (from a depth of 3.10-3.20 m to a depth of 3.54 m). It has an east-west
direction, following the direction of the rampart and is located right behind it. Its walls

3 According to Al. Chohadzhieyv, it is possible that what we currently acknowledge as a rampart are
actually remains from a decomposed clay wall, destructed and consequently rotten over the slope of the tell.
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Fig. 3. Enclosure remains (clayish rampart and postholes) discovered in 2004
(after Chohadzhiev 2009, 81, Fig. 17): 1 — view from west; 2 — graphic documentation/plan
Duze. 3. Ocmariku om omoOpaHUmMeAHomo cvopvxketue (2aurodumer 6ar ¢ dynku om Kor06e)
omxpumu npes 2004 2. (no Chohadzhiev 2009, 81, Fig. 17): 1 — uszaed om 3anad;
2 — zpaduuna Jokymenmayusi/naan

are slanting. Its filling consists of brown soil, with charcoal. Postholes were not found in
it. It is not clear if it performs functions connected to the enclosure. Within 0.50 m behind
it (and about 1.30 m from the rampart) a second trench, located alongside the rampart was
uncovered. It was detected at a depth of approximately 3.20 m (3.18-3.23 m). The trench
is 0.50-0.80 m wide. Several postholes with big diameter from 0.25-0.30 m to 0.40-0.45 m
were registered alongside the trench. They are positioned at about 0.30-0.50 m (up to 0.70
m) from each other (fig. 8). At this stage, the depth of the trench was not established. It is at
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Fig. 4. Enclosure remains (clayish rampart and postholes) discovered in 2009 (after Yoxad>ues,
Yoxadxues 2010, 80, 00p. 1): 1 —view from east; 2 — graphic documentation/plan
Duz. 4. Ocmarku om omOpaHumMeAHomo coopvxkerue (zAurodumer 6ar ¢ dynku om KoA06e)
omxpumu npes 2009 2. (no Yoxadxues, YHoxadxues 2010, 80, 00p. 1): 1 — uszaed om usmox;
2 — epaduuna Jokymenmayus/naan
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Fig. 5. Graphic documentation/ Plan of the enclosure remains discovered in 2010
(after Chohadzhiev, Chohadzhiev — unpublished)
Que. 5. [1aan Ha ocmarkume om omoOpanumeAHomo coopvxerue, omikpumu npes 2010 2.

(no Yoxadxues, Hoxadxues — HenyOAUKY6AHU MAMEPUANLL)

least 0.30-0.50 m for sure, as at this stage the filling of part of the holes is depleted at such
depth (from depth of 3.18-3.22 m to a depth of 3.50-3.70 m). A big quantity of rotten timber
was found in it (Chohadzhiev, Chohadzhiev — unpublished). The dimensions of this trench
and the big diameter of the postholes suggest the presence of a massive construction in this
part of the tell. Probably this is a wattle-and-daub palisade, built from wooden pillars. It is
probably 3-4 m high.

Despite the meager funding and the limited excavated area, the studies of enclosures
in Hotnitsa achieve significant results. It has been established that the southern part of the
tell is protected by a complex fortification. It combines in its structure a rampart and a pali-
sade built on it. In some sections the palisade is consolidated by a build-up of stones. Along
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Fig. 6. Enclosure remains (clayish rampart and postholes) discovered in 2011 (after Chohadzhiev,
Chohadzhiev — unpublished): 1 — view from east; 2 — view from north;
3 — graphic documentation/plan
Duz. 6. Ocmarku om omoOpaHUmMeAHomMo coopbkerue (ZAUHo0UmMeH 6ar ¢ Oynku om KoA06e)
omxpumu npes 2011 2. (no Yoxadxues, Hoxadxkues — HenyOAUKY6AHU MAMEPUAAU):
1 — uszaed om usmox; 2 — uszaed om cesep; 3 — paduuna JoKyMeHmayusi/naan

with the achieved results the resolution of a number of problems is pending. The form and
the dimensions of the rampart are not finally clarified. The presence of a ditch was not fully
confirmed. Its boundaries and depth were not established. At this stage, it cannot be argued
that the tell is protected on all sides with this fortification. In the other unexplored sections
along its periphery other types of enclosures might have been used. The time of the build-
ing of the enclosure cannot be specified precisely as well as its original appearance. It is
very likely that only the rampart was initially built and subsequently a low enclosure was
added. It cannot be established which layers this fortification protects, due to the fact that
the greater part of the tell is not excavated and they are still not reached. These are problems
which only the future archaeological excavations can resolve.

In conclusion, it should be pointed out that enclosures are not something new for
the Copper age. A great part of the Chalcolithic settlements in Bulgaria are fortified with
various enclosures. Hotnitsa tell is not an exception. The following settlements — Azmash-
ka mogila V (I'eoprues 1963, 160; Togoposa u ap. 1975, 22), Golyamo Delchevo XIV-XV
(Toaoposa n ap. 1975, 47, 99-100; Todorova 1982, 102-104), Gradeshnitsa (Hukoaos 1974,
18-19), Ovcharovo V (Todorova 1982, 124; Toaoposa u ap. 1983, 32-33), Polyanitsa V (To-
dorova 1982, 160), Targovishte III (Aureaosa 1986, 39; Todorova 1982, 177-178) were forti-
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Fig. 7. Graphic documentation/ Plan of the enclosure remains discovered in 2012
(after Chohadzhiev, Chohadzhiev — unpublished)
Quz. 7. Ilaan na ocmankume om omopaHumeAHomo coopvxkerue, omxpumu npes 2012 2.
(no Yoxadxues, Yoxadxues — HenyOAUKYSAHY MAMePUArU)

fied with combined enclosures, consisting of a rampart and a palisade (or a ditch, a rampart
and a palisade), similar to the ones found during the excavations in Hotnitsa. It is notable
that the bigger part of the settlements fortified with this type of enclosures are mostly from
the Middle Chalcolithic Age and are located in Northeastern Bulgaria (fig. 9). Most prob-
ably the fortification found in Hotnitsa was built in this period. In support of this statement
is the fact that so far only the topmost building layers have been excavated entirely (I layer)
or partially (II-V layer), as the diggings of the interior of the tell do not reach the highest
point of the rampart. It is logical that it encloses the next middle chalcolithic layers. Nev-
ertheless, the last assumption is still hypothetical. The lack of middle chalcolithic ceram-
ics and overlapping late and middle chalcolithic enclosures (in clear stratigraphical order)
hinder its confirmation. At this stage it is unclear if the trench found during the last season
(2015), marking the track of a massive palisade, is part of the already existent fortification.
Probably their timing does not overlap. It is possible that it is a separate enclosure, fortify-
ing the last (Late Chalcolithic) layers of the tell. The following Chalcolithic settlements were
fortified with similar single palisades: Golyamo Delchevo III-IV (Togoposa u ap. 1975, 27;
Todorova 1982, 92), Ivanovo I (Bereannosa 2009, 80-83; 2011, 158-163; BeneanHosa u Ap.
2011, 73-77; Venelinova 2011, 87-90), Ovcharovo XI-XII (Toaoposa un ap. 1983, 41; Todorova
1982, 142-143), Polyanitsa VI-VIII (Toaoposa 1976, 12-18; Togoposa, Baricos 1986, 72-86; To-
dorova 1982, 160-163), Radingrad I-III (J1sanos 1984, 5-7; Todorova 1982, 166-168), Strum-
sko (Ileprnuaesa 1993, 97-99), Topolnitsa IV (Koukouli-Chryssanthaki et al. 2007, 52). Obvi-
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Fig. 8. Enclosure remains (palisade trench) discovered in 2015 (after Chohadzhiev, Chohadzhiev —
unpublished): 1 — view from south; 2 — graphic documentation/plan
Quz. 8. Ocmariku om narucadama, omxpuma npes 2015 2. (no Yoxadxues, Hoxadxues —
HenyoAuKysany mamepuaru): 1 —uszaed om 10z; 2 — paduuna JoKyMeHmayusi/naan

Fig. 9. Map of the Chalcolithic settlements enclosed with a rampart and a palisade or a ditch,
a rampart and a palisade (author A. Atanasov)
Quz. 9. Kapma na XaAKoAUmMHUmMe ceAutlyd, 02paderu ¢ 6aA U narucada UAu 0zpaletu ¢ 64,
poé u narucada (asmop A. Amanacos)
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Fig. 10. Map of the Chalcolithic settlements enclosed with single palisades (author A. Atanasov)
Quz. 10. Kapma na xarkorumHume ceAutya, ozpaderu ¢ eOuHuHA narucala
(asmop A. Amanacos)

ously the relatively simple construction that does not require using complex technologies
and inaccessible materials defines the broad chronological and territorial distribution of the
palisades in Bulgaria (fig. 10). Yet another advantage is the investment of significantly less
labor in comparison to the ground enclosure (ramparts and ditches). Probably due to those
reasons the population from the last Late Chalcolithic layers of Hotnitsa preferred to fortify
the southern part of the tell with a palisade.

The conclusions made at this stage result from the observations during the last few
archaeological seasons. They can be confirmed, rejected or at least supplemented only by
future research. Undoubtedly, enclosures represent a specific part of the architecture of
the Chalcolithic settlements in Bulgaria. Their rise during the Neolithic period and their
broad distribution during the subsequent Copper age are indicative of their necessity. The
research of enclosures in Hotnitsa tell and other prehistoric settlements in the country rep-
resent a valuable source of information for the architecture during this period from ancient
history.
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OTOpaHUTENHWTE CHOPDBXEHMA Ha CeNuLLHaTa MOrna
XOTHWLa (pe3ynTaTu OT apxeosnornyeckmTe
npoyuBaHua npes 2009-2015 )

AHTOH ATaHacoB

(pestome)

Omwre nipes 1958 r., mppBUAT IIpoy4YBaTeA Ha ceAmIiHata mMormuaa XorHmuua, H. An-
re/10B OTOeAsA3Ba B CBOsI AHEBHUK HaAM4MeTO Ha ,2-3 pedunu om Jynku om K0oA06e ¢ nocoka
usmok-3anad” v ,, xkamerna ozpadna cmera”. Te ca paskputu B crpaturpadpckms COHAAXK, Ha
ApbabounHa 3,10-3,40 m. Caea mTpoABAXKNUTEAHO IIPeKbCBAHE apXe0A0TMYeCcKITe Pa3KOIIKI
ca noagHosenn 1pe3 2000 r., moa ppkosoacTBoTO Ha C. Yoxasxmes n A. Yoxagxnes. Eana
OT OCHOBHMTe 1leA/ Ha HOBUTe IIPOy4YBaHMsl e 4a Obje yCTaHOBEHO HaAM4YMeTO Ha OTOpaHu-
TeAHM CbOPBXKEHIsI OKOAO MOT1AaTa, TeXHUAT XapaKTep M XPOHOAOTHs.

B pesyaraT Ha MHTEeH3MBHITE pa3KOIIKM IIPe3 MOCAeAHUTE TOAVIHY, B IOXKHATa Iepu-
¢epus Ha MOIMAaTa € pasKpUTO OTOPaHUTEAHO ChOPBKeHIe CbCTaBeHO OT Bad I pa3Ilo-
A0>KeHa BbPXy Hero Iaancaga. ¥ CTaHOBeHM ca IpuOAM3UTeAHUTe pa3Mepu Ha Bada. Toir e
¢ Bucounna oko4o 3,10-3,20 m. He e ycranosena mupunara my. JAbAXMHaTa Ha BbHIITHATA
cTpaHa Ha Baaa (OT BbpXa 40 OCHOBaTa My) e 0k0a0 10 m. Vzaurnat e ot OeaesHuKaso-3e-
AeHIKaBa IIPBCT, CpeJ, KOSATO Y4eCTo ce OTKpMBAT M MaAKM BapOBUKOBY Oy4UKIV/KOHKPELUIA.
YcranoBeHu ca ABe IIpOMeHM Ha HaKAOHa — B cpejaTa U B OCHOBaTa Ha Baa. IIpeg nero
BEpOsITHO Ma IIPOKOIIaH poB. BbpXy Basa ca OTKpuTH ocTaHKM OT naancaga. Te ripeacra-
BAsIBaT 3-4 peAnIIM AyIIKI OT KOAOBE, C IOCOKa M3TOK-3anad,. dynkure ca ¢ auametsp 0,10-
0,20 M 1 ca paznoao>keHn Ha pascrosHue okoao 0,25 M egna ot apyra. He e perucrpupana
TpaHIlles], 3a IOCTaBsIHeTO UM, KOeTO e XapaKTepHO 3a U3IpaleHITe BbpXY BaAoBe MaArca-
An. Mexxay aAynknute oT K0A0Be, KaKTO 1 B OTA€/AHM y4acTbhIM 110 BbHIIIHATa CTpaHa, BaAbT
e oOMasaH ¢ aebeaa 1-2 cM 3aMa3ska OT CBETAOXbATEHMKaBa, IIOUTH Os1aa ravHa. Maakust
AVlaMeTbp Ha AYIKUTe 3a KOAOBe, KaKTO U AUIIcaTa Ha TpaHIlles 3a II0CTaBsHeTO UM IIpeA-
ro/arat, 4e Ha TOBa MsCTO e M3AUTHaTa HIICKa 1 HeocoOOeHO MacKBHa Iaancaja. Beposarso
Ts1 II0-CKOPO MMa Bl Ha Orpaja, OTKOAKOTO Ha CTeHa.

Upes 110oa00HIM OTOpaHUTEAHU CLOPBXKEHNs, ChuyeTaBalllyi KOHCTPYKTUBHO Baa U
naamcaja (MAu poB, Baa U IaAMcaja) ca 3alllUTeHN peAuIia XaAKOAUTHU ceAuIlia OT Te-
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puropusaTa Ha bbarapus — Asmamka mormnaa V, l'oaamo deaveso XIV-XV, I'pagemnuna
- I'paagnmiero, Opuaposo V, Iloasanuna V, Teprosume III. ITpes nocaeanmnsa ceson (2015
I.) HEIIOCPeACTBEHO 3a4 OCTaHKUTe OT BaJa ca OTKpUTHU ABe TpaHien. IIbpsara e pasnoao-
>KeHa IIABTHO 3a/ Hero. B Hes He ca oTkputu Aynku ot koaose. He e sicHO gaam n3anrbaHsABa
$yHKIMM CBbp3aH ¢ OTOpaHUTeAHOTO chopbkeHne. Ha okoao 0,50 M 3a4 Hes (1 Ha OKo-
20 1,30 M oT Basa) e pa3KpuTa BTOpa, YCIIOpe4HO pa3IloA0KeHa Ha Bada TpaHies. Ts e ¢
mpuna 0,50-0,80 M. ITo mporeskeHneTo 11 ca permcTrpupaHn HAKOAKO AYIIKU 3a KOAOBe C
roasMm anametrsp — ot 0,25-0,30 m a0 0,40-0,45 m. Te ca pasnioaoxxenn Ha oko4a0 0,30-0,50 m
(400,70 m) eana ot gpyra. Pasmepure Ha Ta3u TpaHIlles U TOAeMUAT AMaMeThp Ha AYIIKUTe
3a KOAOBe, IpeArioaraT HaAM41eTo Ha MacuBHa KOHCTPYKIIMS B Ta3) 4acT Ha MOIuAaTa.
BeposiTHO TOBa e maaucaga, usrpadeHa oT AbpseHu crba0ose. Ha BrcounHa Ts1 Moxke Oun
Aoctura okoao 3-4 M. Upes mogoOHm eaAHMIHN naanucaau ca poprudniupanu I'oasmo
Aeaueso III-1V, VMsanoso I, Opaaposo XI-XII, IToasununa VI-VIII, Paguurpag I-11I, Ctpym-
cko, Tonmoanuiia IV. bes cbMHeHne oTOpaHuTeAHNTe ChOPBXKEeHIs IIpeACTaBAsABaT CIleln-
¢uyHa yacT OT apxXuUTeKTypaTa Ha IIPOyJeHNTe B ObATapCKUTE 3eMI XaAKOAUTHY CeANIIIA.
B TOBa OTHOIIEHNe MpoyyYBaHMATa Ha OTOpaHUTEeAHUTE ChOPBKeHNs B CeAUIITHaTa MOT1Aa
XoTHMIIa, KaKTO U B APYIU IIpaliCTOpMYecKy 0OeKTH B CTpaHarTa, ce sBsBaT IleHeH M3TOUYHIK
Ha nHQpoOpMaIus 3a apXUTeKTyparta IIpe3 To31 Oe3IICMeH IIep1oJ, OT ApeBHaTa MCTOPUSL.
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