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ABSTRACT

A fragment of the substructure of the Eastern wall from the Northern extension of the Late Antique Serdica
fortification was registered during rescue archaeological excavation in the area of the Lion Bridge square. De-
tailed investigations have identified three construction levels of the foundation of the structure - stones bound
with solid white mortar, stones bound with yellow sandy mortar and a leveling layer of loose mortar and single
stones. The stratigraphy of the site consists of three chronological groups: Late Ottoman/Revival (17"-19" cen-
tury), Medieval (11*-12* century) and Late Antiquity (4™-5" century). Artifacts and numismatic materials date
the construction of the fortress wall between the last decades of the reign of Emperor Constantine I and the end
of 4"/ beginning of the 5" century AD.
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ITpes 2014 1., BbB Bpb3Ka C MHBECTULIMOHHN HamepeHns Ha CToAnyHa OOIIHA 3a U3TPaK-
AaHeTO Ha TPaHCIIOPTeH Bb3ea Ha ABe HuBa IIpu ,,/IbBOB MOCT”, ce IIpoBeje CriacMTeAHO
apXxeoA0TMYecKo IIpOydYBaHe B paMKIUTe, Ha KOETO ce pasKpy pparMeHT OT CyOCTpyKIUATa
Ha 3TOYHAaTa KypTUHa Ha ceBepHOTO pasiupenne Ha Cepanka (06p. 1).! Brrpexn caaboto
HIBO Ha 3alla3eHOCT, Hax0AKaTa e IIPMHOCHA opaau (pakTa, ue ce sIBsABa IIbpBaTa 4acT OT
M3TOYHAaTa CTeHa, perucTpupaHa IIpyu apxeoA0TM4ecKy pa3KoIIKM Ha 10T oT p. Baaaaiicka,

ITpoyuBanusTa BbpXy ceBepHaTa KpernocT Ha Cepauka TpaAUIIMOHHO HPUCHCTBAT B
crienaAmusypaHaTa AUTepaTypa cBbp3aHa c aHTU4YHUA rpag. Harpynanara nipes rognnure
nHpopMaIus I03B0AsiBa A0 roAsiMa CTelleH Aa ce pelllaT OCHOBHM IIpo0AeMu: TpaceTo Ha
cTeHnTe, pOpMaTa Ha YKpeIIUTeAHUTe ChOPBbKEeHIs, CTPOUTEeAHNUTe TEXHUKY Ha Ipajexa,
xponoaorusita (Joopescknu 1907; booues 1943; bosaaxues 1959; booues 1989; I1sanos 1994;
Aundges 2013). B cp11oTo BpeMe, OOCTOVHUAT IIperaes Ha IMyOAUKallMUTe B HAYYHO OOPB-
IIleHMe ITI0Ka3Ba e/Ha XapakTepHa OCOOeHOCT, a UMEeHHO II0YTH IT'bAHaTa AMIICa Ha apXeo40-
IMYecKy pa3KolaHU OOeKTH, CBbp3aHM ¢ KperioctHaTta creHa Ha Cepauxa II. Ilokasareaen
IIpUMep e HaA41eTo Ha caMo e4HO IOAOOHO IIpOoy4YBaHe 3a BpeMeTO Ha Hali-HoBaTa MCTO-
pust Ha Codust (I'puroposa 1983, 57).

B aeTaiiaen nmaan morat 4a ce mpeAcCTaBsT OTpaHIYeH Opoi IyDAMKaIuy, KOUTO UMaT
IIPSIKO OTHOIIIeH)e KbM M3TouHaTa KypTuHa. OT npeku HabAI0AeHNs Ha CTpoUTeAHa UAN

1 B HacrosmoTo mpoy4usaHe e nsrnoassad rTepmubsT ,Cepavika I1”, ¢ xoitto ce naentuduIpa cesep-
HOTO yKpeIlAeHNe Ha KbCHOQHTUIHIS TPpad.
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Oop. 1. O6uy naan na ykpenumernama cucmema wa Cepouxa (no Jurves 2013, 00p. 8)
Fig. 1. Overall fortification system of Serdika (after Aurues 2013, fig. 8)
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Ipoy4yBaTe/ACKa AeMIHOCT ce IToAydasa MH(poOpMaIusd 3a Tpu pparMeHTa, perucTpupaHu OT
ABeTe cTpaHM Ha pekaTta (Jobpesckn 1907, 1184-1185, uept. 16; boGues 1943, 19, 30-31, 0Op.
2, Taba. IX; 1989,40). AHaAn3BT Ha UCTOpUOTrpaduUATa IOKa3Ba, Ye KbM HACTOSIINS OT U3-
TouHaTta cteHa Ha Cepauka II ca ,ipocaeaenn nag 200 merpa” (Aunues 2013, 256).

Or ceBepHaTa cTpaHa Ha pekKaTa, I10 IIpeAIiolaraeMoTO Tpace Ha CTeHaTa, ce 3aA0KMI
coHgax (00p. 2). Habar0aeHneTo 40KyMeHTIpa MacuBeH ChbBpeMeHeH HacuIIeH I11acT, KO-
TO A€KV HEeIIOCpeACTBEHO BbpXY pedHuTe HacAarn.” AHaAOTMYHaA CUTyalys ce IIpocAeAn B
ApAOOYMHA Ha yA. Becaerl, mpu narpa>kAaHeTo Ha KaHaAM3allIOHEH OailIiac 3a Hy>KAuTe Ha
CTpOUTeANTE, KaKTO U IIPU TTOCAeABalaTa U3KOIIHA AeTHOCT B yyacTbKa. KpaitHuaT pesya-
TaT II0Ka3a, 4e OCTaHKM OT KPeIlOCTHATa CTeHa He Ce PeTucTpupar B 0AM30CT 40 pekaTa.’ He
Ce OTYMTAT KOCBEH! AaHHM KaTO oOpaTeH HACUII AU AeCTPYKIIUM, KOUTO Ja MOACKa>KaT
Ha/AN4MeToO Ha AeMOHTUPaH!U 4YacT! OT YKPelnuTeAHOTO ChOpPbKeHue (He ce perucrpupa
AOPU APYT KyATypeH I11acT Oe3 OTHOIIIeHNe KbM YKperaeHnero). Bp3 ocHOBa Ha Tas3y MH-
opmanmsa MoxKe ga ce M3KaKe IPEeANOA0KEHIETO, ye KpasIT Ha KypTUHaTa ce Hamupa B
AbAOOYMHA Ha yA. Becaern, B yuacTbka npeau Bpb3kara ¢ yA. TMMOK, KbAeTo Bede e 3aciJyaH
rpajex.’

3asaraHeTo Ha COHAaXK OT IOJKHaTa CTpaHa Ha peKaTa MMallle II0A0XKNUTeAeH pe3ya-
taT. [To AMHMATa Ha NpealioaaraeMoOTO Tpace ce pa3Kpy pparMeHT OT CyOCTPyKIjusATa Ha
CTeHaTa, KaTO B paMKITe Ha M3KoIla OsXa perucrpupanu 4 AnMHeHu MeTpa.

Caea npemaxsaHeTO Ha ChbBpeMEHHIsI HacUIIeH I14acT Oellle 4OCTUTHATO HMUBOTO Ha
rAMHeCTUTe alyBUaAHIU OTAOXKeHMs. B HemocpeacTseHa AbAOOYNMHA, B IOXKHUAT Tpopua
(Ha 2,60 M AbaOOYMHA OT CbBPEMEHHOTO HUBO), Ce 3aceye 3ara3eHa yacT OT KaMeHHa 31-
Aapus (00p. 3.1) 'pagexxsT e OT pedyHn, Ho-psAAKO A0MeHU KaMBbHU U eAVHIIHY BapOBU-
KoBI Kbcope. Cae/ II51.10CTHOTO pa3KpMBaHe Ha I11aHa Ha KpellocTHaTa CTeHa ce YCTaHOBMU
HaAM4YMeTO Ha ABa BUAa CIIO¥Ka, KOUTO popMupaT cTpaTurpadpcky HuBa: TOpHO — OT 0514
XOpOCaH C BMCOKa INABTHOCT U I'bAHUTEA OT ApeOHM HauyKaHM KaM'byeTa U AOAHO — OT
JKBAT XOPOCaH C ITO-HICKA IIABTHOCT, B KOWTO IIpeoOlajasalljaTa CyOCTaHITS € 4P KbAT
ISICEK (00p. 3.2).°

2 3a Hy}XAUTe Ha apXe0]0rMyecKOTO IIpoydBaHe Oellle M3JICKaHO Te0A0XKKOTO IIpoyuBaHe, KOeTo I10-
Kasza HaAM4MeTo Ha TPU TeoTeXHUYecku Teaa: 1-Bo — Hacun ¢ gebeanHa 40 5.50 M, KoiTO usrpaxkia oOperosere
U KOpeKIuATa Ha pekaTa; 2-po — IAMHa, pa3loloyKeHa HeIloCpeACTBeHO 1104, reoTexHmndecko 1540 1. [annara
usrpakja ropHara 4JacT Ha aldyBMaJAHUTe OTAOXKeHNUs Ha p. Baagaiicka; 3-T0 — yakbAU U 11€CHUAMBO-TANHECT
3arbAHNUTeA. YakbanTe ca yacT Ha aldyBMalHUTe OTAOXKeHUs Ha p. Baagaiicka. PasnpocrpaneHneTo um e mos-
CeMeCTHO, KOeTO IT0Ka3Ba, 4e CTPOUTEeAHIUAT O0eKT ce paslioAara U340 B PeYHOTO PYCAO OT IpeAy ChBpeMeH-
HaTa KOpeKIi: Ha pekara.

3 OrTHOCHO Ta3M 4YacT OT KpertocTTa nHpOpMaIuATa B HaydHaTa AuTeparypa e mpotusopeunsa. C.
/loGpeBCcKI OTKpMBa CAeAY OT KpeIToCTHaTa CTeHa B Ma3eTaTa Ha CrpaJuTe 110 yA. Becaerr, KouTo mpukaiousat
Ha IOT 40 KPBbCTOBUILETO ¢ yA. TuMoK. /luricaTa Ha BUAMMU 4acTU OT KyAUTe U KypTUHaTa TOI MHTepHpeTnpa
KaTo ,3acumnann” (Joopescku 1907, 1184-1185). C. bobues cbio otunTa ¢akTa, 4e 4acTu OT ,, U3TOYHATA CTe-
HaTa ceBepHO OT Baagarickata pexa” He ce suxaat (bobues 1943, 19). T. VIBaHOB KOMeHTMpa CKUIINTE Ha .
Obepbayep, criopes, KOUTO KypTUHaTa AocTura 40 p. Baagaricka (Vsanos 1994, 34). B. umdes cBbIo cMsATa, e
rpajexuTe ca nipocaejenu Ao pekara (Aunues 2013, 239).

4  Apxeoa0rm4eckoTo HabAIOAeHIe OT ABeTe CTpaH!U Ha peKaTa II0Ka3a, de He e U3BDLPIIeHO 3Ky CTBe-
HO M3paBHABaHe Ha FeOTeXHUYECK! Teaa 2 MAn 3 IPU I0AaraHeToO Ha ChBPeMeHHIS HaCHUIL.

5 Cnopega B. Aunues KpasT 3aBbpliiBa C ,MOCTOBa KOHCTPYKIILL”, IIO aHAAOT Ha ITyOAnKyBaHmt ot C.
/00peBCKM yCTOI Ha CeBepHILAT OpsIr Ha p. Baaaaiicka 1o 3anagnara annns (Aumades 2013, 257).

6 TI'panmiiata Mexxay HuBaTa e 0koa0 kota 532,00/531,95 m. Ha 3aras ot creHaTa, B IAMHECTOTO aAy-
BIIaAHO HUBO, Ce Pa3uMCTU Pa3CUIl OT KAMBHIU ChC CIIOIKa OT 0514 XOpOCaH M eAMHNYHY I1apyeTa CTPOMTEeAHA
kepamuKa. [llmpuHaTa Ha pascuiia e okoao 1.20 m. ITpu pasuncrsaHeTo Ha yyacThKa 1 pPa3KpMBaHeTO Ha 3allad-
HOTO ANlle Ha CTeHaTa Os51Xa perncTpupaHi IIeT MOHeTH, AaTUpaHN MeXAy BTopaTa 1 TpeTaTa 4eTBbpT Ha IV Bek
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Oop. 2. Aemaiirer naan Ha npoyueanus yuacmvk (om agmopa)
Fig. 2. Detailed plan of the investigated area (by the author)

[Inpunara Ha sugapmara e 3,70 M, KaTo OT 3anaj rpageXXbT 3aBbPIIBa C IIPEIN3-
HO MOJpeJeHl KaMbHH, a OT M3TOK ce HabAI04aBa XOpOcaHOBa 3aAuBKa, (opMIUpaHa KaTo
6opa c mupuna okoao 0,40 m.” [Ipn geMOHTMpaHeTo Ha CTPYKTypara ce yCTaHOBH, Je I10/,
HIBOTO OT XbAT XOPOCaH ce paslioJara ceoeoOpas3Ha OCHOBa OT cAab XOpocaH ¢ IbAHUTEA

(umr. Koucrantus [ nan cunose, okoao 324/330-360 r., umrr. Koncrarc nan Koucranruii I, okoao 350 r., umit.
Koncranumii II, 348-351 r. u 2 Opost HeueTAUBH, BTOpaTa IOAOBIMHA U TpeTaTa 4eTBbPT Ha IV Bek).

7 B ceBepom3TOuHMS BIbA Ha CTeHaTa Ce PerucTpupa HaAMduero Ha ,pyra” MexAy XopocaHoBaTa
3aAMBKa U CBIMHCKIUA TPajexK.
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Oo6p. 3. 1. I1aan na epadexa, cnumxa; 2. [1aan na zpadexa, zpaduuro saciemarie (om agmopa)

Fig. 3.1. Photographic record of the construction; 2. Graphic record of the construction (by the
author)

OT €AVIHIYHU peYHN KaMBHIU, KOSITO A€KM BbPXy CUBO-Ka(sIB IIIChUEH I11acT ¢ OaaacTpa.®
(0bp. 4.1)

Caea rbAHOTO pa3KpMBaHe Ha KpeIloCTHaTa CTeHa ce 3a405KM COHAAX I10 3aIllalHOTO
aniie. Iloa ranHeCTOTO HIBO, B CMBO-KadsABI 0a1acTPOB I11aCT Ce perucTpupaxa 3 MOHETH
Oe3 chIrpTCTBaIM MaTepuaan. Pasroaarammsr ce B 4/bA00OYMHA I14aCT OT eAbP KbAT ISICHK
c peuHa Daaactpa Oellte rpueT 3a crepuaet (00p. 4.2, 4.3).

Heobxoammo e aa ce oTdere, ye cuTyaljusTa B IIPOyYBaHUS CEKTOP € KOMIIPOMeTpa-
Ha, KOeTO gaBa M3BeCTHa YCAOBHOCT Ha IPeAA0>KeHNs I10-401y aHaAU3.

B crpaTurpadgcko otHoIenne ce otunTa AudpepeHnuanys Ha IoAeMHIs MaTepuad.
IIpu oTHeMaHeTO Ha CbBpeMEeHHIsI HaCUII ce 3acuyaT ChbBpeMeHHH IIpeJMeTH, Bb3POsKAeH-
cka kepamuka XVII-XIX sex (00p. 5.1-2), eaunuanm pparMeHTy OT KbCHOAHTUYHA OMTOBa
U CTpouTeAHa Kepamuka 1 gse MoHetn (umi. Koncrane, Cucnms, 348-350 1. 1 HeyeTAMBa
oT cpegata Ha IV B.).

B ramnecroTo aayBnaaHO HUBO IIPOABAXKN Aa Ce perucTpupa cMeceH MaTtepuaa. Haii-
KbCHa OTHOBO Ce SIBsIBa Bb3POXKAeHCKaTa KepaMuKa ¢ 1 Oe3 raasypa, HO ChC 3Ha4YMTeAHa pe-
AYKIIVST Ha KOAM9ecTBoTO. VIHTepec IpeAusBKa A0KaAM3MPaHeTO Ha yJacThbK B CeBePHILS
1podu, B KOMTO ce 3acsikoxa (pparMeHTH OT IIOHe 4 OTAeAHM CbAa, KOUTO Ce OTHACAT KbM
XI-XII Bek (00p. 5.3-6). ChIiuTe ca CHI'BTCTBAHU OT YacT OT AyJaa oT Kpast Ha XVIII — Hava-
aoto Ha XIX Bek 1 OpoH30BO 3BbHYE.

ITpn pasuncTBaHeTO Ha rpajexka JOMUHUpa OuToBa Kepamuka ¢ gata IV-V ek, cpea
kouto ¢pparmeHTn oT aMpOpHa Tapa, pparMeHT OT YepBeHOAaKOBa KyIIM4Ka ¥ yCTVe OT
3aTBOpeH Ch4, (00p. 5.7-10), kakro n a8e moHeTn (Koncranmmii II, 348-351 r. 1 HeueTAMBa OT
cpegara — TperaTa 4eTBbPT Ha IV B.).

Ot congaxka 1o 3armagHOTO AUIle Ha CTeHaTa, IPOM3X0KAaT TP MOHeTU (KOHCeKpa-
nyonHa 3a uMIl. Koncrantus I, 337-341; HederamuBa oT Tperara 4eTBbpT Ha IV Bek m mmi.
Apxaanii, Xonopuit uan Teoagocuin 11, kpas Ha IV — HadaaoTo Ha V Bek) Oe3 ChIrbTCTBAIIU
HAXOAKIL.

8 HpI/I 110C1€e4Bal10TO A€MOHTIIpaHe Ha CTeHaTa He Oerrie AOKYMEHTUPaHa ApyTa CTpONTEAHa TeXHIIKaA.
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O0p. 4.1. Mszaed na zpadexca om usmox; 2. Vseaed na zpadexa om sanad; 3. Paspes na epadexa c
10kKHUsL npoduAr (om asmopa)
Fig. 4.1. View of the construction from the east; 2. View of the construction from the west; 3. Cross-
section of the construction from the north (by the author)
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10

Oop. 5. 1-2. Kvcroocmaricka xkepamuxa; 3-6. Cpednosexosta xepamuxa; 7-10. Kvcrnoanmuuna
Kepamuxa (om asmopa)
Fig. 5. 1-2. Late Ottoman pottery; 3-6. Medieval pottery; 7-10. Late Antique pottery (by the
author)
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Kato 15110, nogeMHmnsAT Matepuaa ce pasgeas Ha YeTUPU XPOHOAOTUYECKU TPYIIN:
cbBpemMeHHa, Bb3pokdeHcKka (XVII-XIX Bek), cpeanosexkosHa (XI-XII Bek) 1 KbcHOAaHTUYHA
(IV-V Bek). buropara kepamuka ce pasroaara B crpaTurpapCcKuTe 1141acTose ¢ AOMMHIpal]
VMHTEH3UTeT ChOTBEeTHO: B ChBPeMEeHHIs HaCUIl — Bb3PO>KAEHCKa; B TOpHaTa 4acT Ha TAMHec-
TUTe aAyBUaAHV HAaHOCU — CMeCeHa; B ChIIJOTO HMBO, HEIIOCPeACTBEHO 40 Irpaje’ka — KbCHO-
aHTMYHa. Bcruky MoHeTn, 3acedeHn B yJacThKa, ca B MHOIO TeCeH XPOHOAOIMYeCKN VHTep-
BaA — OT BTOpaTa 4eTBbpT Ha IV a0 xbcHus IV/panen V Bek. Hail-paHHUTE, BKAIOUUTEAHO
Te31, KOUTO Ca perucTpupaHu HeIIOCPeACTBeHO TP Irpajeka, ce OTHACAT KbM BpeMeTO Ha
nmir. Koncrantus I u cuHose.

Kato pesyarar oT mpoydysaHeTO MOraT Ja ce HallpaBsT HAKOAKO KOHcTaTtauuu. Je-
OeanHaTa Ha CyOCTPyKIMsTa HaITbAHO KOpPeCIIOHAMpPa C PasKpUTU Beue y4acThbIIM IO 3a-
naanata (3,70 M) n narounata (3,65 M) annusa (Joopesckn 1907, 1183; bobues 1943, 31).
I'page>xbT CbIIO OTroBapsl Ha MpeAXOAHNUTe ONMCaHU: ,,004A1 KaMBbHU Ha BapOB Pa3TBOP
Oe3 mpumMec OT YyKaHM KepeMuau” u ,pedHn KaMbHU ¢ 0514 xopocan” (bobGues 1943, 31;
I'puroposa 1994, 57). Otkaonenuero e 12 rpagyca Ha 3arag U B CbOCU€e C perucTpypaHuTe
BeJe 4acT! OT CTeHaTa, € 0K0A0 1 M m3mecTBaHe Ha 3alla OT TPaceTo, KOeTo e IIpeAA0>KeHO
B IIpeAXOAHNTE I11aHOBe.

BakeH MOMEHT e A0KaAM3MpaHeTO Ha pparMeHT OT KypTIHaTa HeIloCpeACTBEHO A0
pekaTa (criopeg, reoA0XXKOTO M3CAeABaHe ChINNAT IIoNaja B pe4HOTO PyCa0), KOETO KaTo
pasIoA0XKeHne HaMupa Iapaaea ¢ KOHCTPYKIMsATa, pa3KpuTa 110 3allajdHaTa AVHI Ha yK-
peniaennero (Jodpescku 1907, 1182-1183). Ot apyra cTpaHa ce OTYMUTAT U PasAUYMS: OT
IOr He Ce KOHCTaTMpa HaAMYMeTO Ha AOIbAHUTEAHO ChOPBXeHue (,ycroin”), a B yJacTbKa
OT ceBep HaII'bAHO AMIICBAT AaHHMU 3a IpadeX B 0AM30CT 40 peKaTa. AKO ce IIpeaIloA0XN!,
Je cTeHaTa OT IOT IIPMKAIOYBa B HEIIOCpeACTBeHa 0AM30CT A0 MPOy4YBaHUs PparMeHT, a OT
ceBep, 0K040 yA. TMMOK, caeaBa Aa ce IOCTaBy BbIIPOC 4aAU € Bb3MOXKHO IIpeMOCTBaHe Ha
YKPeIuTeAHOTO ChOPbXeHue Ha pa3crosHue oT rmoutu 100 metpa.

ITo oTHOIIEHNE Ha AaTUpPOBKaTa, II0BeYeTO IIpoydBaTeAy MMaT CXOAHA KOHIIeTIIIVs
3a BpeMeTO Ha M3rpak4aHeTo Ha ceBepHOTO pasmmpeHne Ha Cepanka, KaTo TeCHUTE Xpo-
HOAOTMYEeCK) TpaHMIIM ce OTHACAT KbM eroxaTa Ha uMmIl. Koncrantun I (Jsanos 1994, 32;
boaaxmnes 2002, 132; Aunges 2013, 258). HymusMaTnuHmAT MaTtepuad OT pasraekKJaHus
y4acThbK cAe4Ba Aa ce IIOCTaBy He II0-pPaHo OT IOCAeAHOTO JeceTuAeTyie OT yIIpaBAeHNeTo
Ha Koncrantnn I 1 xpas Ha IV — Hauaa0To Ha V Bek, KOeTO IIPUMHIIUITHO ChBIIaja C Ipejaa-
raHaTta KbM MOMeHTa AaTa. butoBara kepaMuka OT HUBOTO Ha Ipaje’ka ChIIJO KOpeCIIOHAN-
pa C TO31 IIepUOA.

IIpoBeseHOTO apXe0A0IrMyecKo Ipoy4YBaHe Ma CBOsI IIPMHOC 110 OTHOIIIeHe Ha IIpOo-
©4eMHI BBIIPOCH CBbP3aHU ChC CeBEpPHOTO pasluypeHne Ha KbcHoaHTMYHa Cepauka. B
AeTall/leH I1AaH e IpejcTaBeHa CTpouTeAHaTa TeXHIMKa Ha CyOCTpyKUMATa Ha KypTHUHaTa.
IToTBBpAM ce MOCcOKaTa Ha CTeHaTa I0XKHO OT peKaTa I ce (puKcHpa TpaceTo 1. Y CTaHOBU ce
HaAM4IMeTO Ha pparMeHT OT Ipajerka B HeIloCpeACTBeHa 0A130CT 40 p. Baagaricka ot 1or u
ANIICaTa Ha TaKbB OT CeBep, KOeTO OT CBO: CTpaHa IIOBANTIa BBIIPOC OTHOCHO MH>XKEeHEePHHUTe
pellleHNs 3a PeoAO0AsBaHETO Ha BOAHATa Oapuepa M pecreKTUBHO 3a HelfHaTa 3allllTa.
HymmsmaTtianunre ganHu cbBriagaT € HaA0KeHI KbM MOMEHTA, B CllelaAu3/paHaTa Au-
Tepartypa, Iepuo/ 3a CTPOUTEAHN ATHOCTU M0 YKPEeNUTEeAHOTO ChOPbKeHIe.
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Fragment of the Eastern Fortification Wall of Serdica Il

Alexander Stanev
(summary)

Planned construction work by Sofia municipality prompted rescue archaeological in-
vestigations in 2014 in the area of Lion Bridge square. Targeted sondages were set on both
side of the Vladaiska river in order to trace the eastern fortress wall of the northern exten-
sion of Late Antique Serdica. A fragment of the curtain wall substructure was found at the
cross-road of Slivnitsa Blvd. and Veslets st.

The area of the sondage allowed the delineation of four metres along the base of the
curtain wall. Three stratigraphic levels were observed during the excavation of the founda-
tion of the wall — stones bound with solid white mortar, stones bound with yellow sandy
mortar and a leveling layer of loose mortar and single stones. The stratigraphic sequence
visible in the cross-sections of the terench is as follows: alluvial deposits associated with
Vladaiska river overlain by curtain wall debris that in its turn is covered by a massive mod-
ern embankment.

The excavated archaeological material, namely coins and ceramic fragments, derives
from four chronological periods: modern, Late Ottoman/Revival period — 17" -19'" century
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AD, Medieval period — 11"- 12 century AD and Late Antique period — 4™ - 5™ century AD.
The numismatic material closely related to the wall falls in narrow chronological limits and
suggests that the building of the wall in this area was conducted sometime between the
last decades of the reign of Emperor Constantine I and the end of the 4"/beginning of the
5™ century AD.
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