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ABSTRACT

An interesting object made of lead was found during the archaeological investigations in the summer of 2013 in
the archaeological site of Dobelt, part of Archaeological reserve Deultum — Debelt. It has cylindrical shape and
its bottom has been broken in antiquity.

There are traces on the edge of the object suggesting an iron application or a handle. In its current condition the
object weights 877 gr. Two imprints from the obverse of Emperor Antoninus Pius’s coins (138-161) are preserved
on the surface of the cylinder. According to one of the available analogies, it was considered the that imprints
were made of coins struck in 160-161, during the last years of the Emperor’s rule. The object can be interpreted
as a standard for weight measures. It weighs two or more Roman pounds. A similar object has never been previ-
ously found at the territory of Bulgaria.
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B xosa na apxeoaornyecknure npoyusanus B AP, Jdeyatym-/Jedeatr” npes asrycr 2013 1.,
IIpU OpOBepKa Ha MOBBbPXHOCTTA Ha TepPeHa C MeTaA0Tbhpcad B rpaHMLINUTe Ha 00eKT ,,Jo-
6eat” or r-u /. IlanToB, O HaMepeH MHTepeceH IIpeaMeT OT 040BO. B ToukaTa Ha Hamu-
paHeToO My — HEeIIOCPeACTBeHO 40 COHAAX 5, KyATypHU I1AaCTOBEe Ha IIpaKTHKa AUIICBAXa.
AbabounHaTa, Ha KOSTO ce II0sIBsIBa MaTepuKa B TO3M yJacThbK € 0koa0 0.15 m (00p. 1).
Ilpes nmocaeanute AeceTnaeTis Tepacara e O14a U3I0A3BaHa 3a HacaXkAaHe Ha 4035
u criopea nHQpOpMaIsg Ha MeCTHM >KUTeAl U HabAIOAeHNs HMOBLPXHOCTTa Ha TepeHa e
Ouaa goHacMUIIBaHa C YePHO3eM, HOCeH OT 0AM3KuTe okoAHOCTI. Cpea HaXOAKUTe OT ChBpe-
MeHHaTa IIOBbPXHOCT Ha TepacaTa MOXKEeM Aa ClIOMeHeM II0A0B/MHKa OT CMAHO KOpo3upasa
OpoH30Ba MOHeTa, KOsTO CIIOpe/ pa3MepuTe ci1 O Moraa Aa ObAe OT eMHUCHuTe C 1300pa-
>keHns Ha Pemeraax II m ABryct, u OpOH30B IBO34€l1, BEPOSITHO OT AbpBeHa KOHCTPYKII.
B nacura, mokpaii 1o;xHata repudepus Ha TepacaTa, 110 BpeMe Ha apXeoA0TMJecKuTe KaM-
raauu mpes3 2011 — 2013 r., 6s1xa oTKpuTu OpoH3oBa MoHeTa Ha ®uann II MaxkeaoHcky,
Oponsosa MoHeTa Ha MecamOpus ITonTtuka ot nepuoga IV-III B.p. Xp. (ot Tuna ,I'aasa
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Oop. 1. I'eodesuven naar na obexma. Aemop: urx. A. Kamerapos
Fig. 1. Geodesic plan of the site by A. Kamenarov

Ha aMa3oHKa/ATnHa Aakuc”), OpoH30Ba MOHeTa Ha OApUCKIs BaajeTea Pemeraak I u mm-
repatop ABIyCT, cpeObpeH geHap Ha umIiiepatop Agpual, OpOH30Ba MOHeTa OT CHIIVS
MMIIepaTop, aBTOHOMHa MOHeTa Ha /leyATyM OT BpeMeTO Ha uMInepaTop MakpuH, aHTU4Ha
0/0BHa ThProBcKa 1110M0a, KakTo 1 Oponsosu MoneTy ot Koncrantun Beankn (baaabanos
2012; 2013; 2014). Bupxy 10>kHaTa I1040BMHA Ha TepacaTa Os1xa IpOyJeHM U IleTHajeceT I10-
rpebenns ot I-IV B. B paskputure 40 MOMeHTa COHAAXXM ca AOKYMeHTMpPaH! cAeAM OT pa3-
AVMHU ChOPBXKEHUS — PUTYaAHN SIMU, OCTAaHKM OT HAaBeCU MAV A€KU IIOCTPOVIKU, OCHOBU
Ha Iell, M3KOIIY, IPaBeH! C pa3AnyHa 11e4 — KOUTO 4aTUparT B IMpOoKuTe rpanunu [V B.ap.
Xp. = VI B.ca. Xp. 3a cbxaaeHue, peayaraTure OT TPUTe TOAVHIU COHAAKHU IIPOYYBaHMS
II03BOAsBAT, 3acera, caMO KOHCTaTal[/:Ta, Ye TepacaTa Ha 4eA0TO Ha M3TOYHMA CKAOH Ha
HIUCKI PUJA, KOMTO MUHAaBa CeBePHO OT OCTaHKITe Ha pUMCKIs rpag deyaTyM, e 61uaa oou-
TaBaHa MHTEH3MBHO OT JKeAs3HaTa erioxa 40 paHHOTO cpegHosekosue (O0p. 2). Tbit kaTo
apxe0A0TMYecK! HaXOAKM Ce OTKpUBAT U B TePeHUTe HEeIOCpeACTBeHO OKOAO TepacaTa, €
TPYAHO 4a ce IpPeAll0A0XM, AaAll Pa3rAeKAaHMAT IIpeAMeT e O1A AOHeceH 3aelHO C 40-
I'bAHUTEAHO HaCUIIaHNs YepHO3eM OT paiioHa U3BbH O0eKTa 1AM € O1A U3KOIIaH B X04a Ha
CTPOUTEAHU UAU ITOAPaBHUTEAHN AEVHOCTU Ha camaTa Tepaca. OcobeHo aKTMBHM ca OmAn
Te npe3 Pannoro CpesHOBeKOBUe, KOTATO 110 I0JKHATa 11 epudepns e MIuHaBaA U3TOUHIS
Kpail Ha TpaH4YHMsA Baa ,Epkecus”, usagurnart Hail-KbCHO B Ha4aA0To Ha IX B.

CammaT nnpeamer nMma popMa Ha IMANHABP, KaTO TOpHATa My 4acT e ¢1a00 CTeCHeHa
CHpsAMO MaKCUMaAHUA agnaMeTbp. Ts10TO Ha IIpegMeTa e cuyIleHO OTAaBHa U 4OAHaTa My
yact auricsa. Ha ppba Ha oTuynBaHeTO AM4aT cAeAu OT TeceH >Keae3eH Iipeamet. Tosa mo-
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Oop. 2. Tepacama, na xosmo e pasnoroxer ooexm ,Jobeam”. [Tozaed om t1oz.
Aemop: Baaducaas Todopos
Fig. 2. The terrace on which the site of "Dobelt’ is located, view from the south.
Figure by V. Todorov

raT ga ObAaT OCTaTbLM OT APBXKKaA AU ananKanys. Teraoto Ha cauTbKa B CbBPEMEHHOTO
My CBCTOsIHIE Bbh3am3a Ha 877 1. Bucoynnara Ha 3amaseHaTa 4acT Bb3Au3a Ha 44 MM, a Mak-
CUMaAHMAT AUaMeThp — Ha 74 MM (00p. 3).

BLpxy ocHoBaTta Ha IipeaMeTa, MMa ABa HeraTUBHI OTIeYaThKa OT aBepC Ha pUMCKa
MoHerta. [lopaan AbArus 1ipecToii B 3eMsiTa, IIOBbPXHOCTTa My € CLAHO KOpOo3upaJda, KOeTo
3aTpy4HsBa TOYHOTO OIpejeAsHe Ha Buga (0Op. 4).

Bnpxy eaHoTo n3oOpakeHne e Tpy4HO Aa ce A0AOBAT AOCTaThYHO TOYHO IOPTPETHNI
yepTy MAM 9acTu OT HaAIINCa, Ype3 KOMTO Ja ce oIlpejean IIpMHajAe>KHOCTTa Ha MOHeTa-
Ta.

Broporo nzobpaxkenne e 1mo-g4o0pe 3amnaszeHo. BbpXy Hero amyar ouepraHusATa Ha
UMIIepaTOpCcKu OIOCT, yBeHYaH C AaBpoB BeHell. OOpasbT IpUHaAAeXX! Ha uMIiepaTop AH-
ToHyH Init (138-161). HaanincsT e caHo noBpeaeH, N3KAIOUeHNe IIPaBAT Pa3lloA0KEeHNTe
B TOpHaTa 4acT Ha OTIleyarbKa OykBy, oT KouTto Osxa pasyerenu AVG PIUS u PP ot cwvkpa-
TeHNUTe TUTAU cAe/, UMeTo. B HagmmcuTe BbpXy I10Be4eTo OT MOHEeTHIUTE TUIIOBe, CedeH! OT
MMeTO Ha TO3M MMIIepaTop, MMa IIog4epTaH I POK MHTepBaa MeXXAy OyKBuTe Haj raaBaTa
My. TbpceHara MOHeTa IIpMHAAAEXKY KbM HAKOAKOTO eMUCUM, IIPU KOUTO HaAIMUCHT IO
nepudepusATa € HellpeKbcHaT. Apyr Ba’keH eAeMeHT 3a ThPCeHeTO Ha KOHKpeTHaTa eMMu-
c1sl, KbM KOSATO IIpMHAAAeXM MOHeTara, e CboTHOIIeHneTo Ha Oyksute PP cipsmo ompe-
AeJleHM TOUKU OT npoduaa Ha UMIIepaTopa.

ITpu nmperaeaa Ha emucunTe OT aypeycH, Ce4eHM 110 BpeMeTO Ha umIeparop AHTO-
nyH [1nii, 6s1xa ycTaHOBeHM JeTUpu TUIla MOHETH, KOMTO OTTOBapsT Ha yCAOBUETO 3a Is-
A0CT Ha Hagnuca. Bbpxy asepca Ha gBe OT TsX e IpeACTaBeH MMIIepaTOPCKM OIOCT OObpHAT
Ha AsCHO, a IIPU OCTaHaAuTe gBe 0Opa3bT e 0ObpHAT Ha As180. OOIIIOTO MeXAy YeTupuTe
MOHeTH €, 4e M300pa’keHNeTo Ha MMIlepaTopa He e yBeHJaHO C AaBPOB BeHell, KOeTO OT
CBOSI CTPaHa MOXKe Aa ce CBbpKe C HadaAHMS IIeproJ Ha MOHeTOCceYeHe Ha uMIepaTop AH-
tonyH Init. ITpu Tpu ot moneture, cpabp>kannero (IMP CAES TAEL HADR ANTONINVS
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O0p. 3. Oro6HA puMCKa MezA06HA MAPKA OM O0p. 4. Omnevamvuyu om asepcu HA MOHeMU
AP, Aeyamym-Aedeam”. Cnumxa — 6vpxy ocrosama Ha mexecmma. CHUMKA —
[Temvp barabarios [Temvp barabatrios
Fig. 3. Roman lead weight unit from Fig. 4. Imprints from the obverse of Emperor
“Archaeological reserve Deultum — Debelt’. Antoninus Pius’s coins at the base of the
Photo by P. Balabanov weight. Photo by P. Balabanov

AVG PIVS PP) 1 noaoxeHnero Ha Haallica He CbBIaJaT C OTIIeYaThKa BBPXY OAOBHaTa
TesxecT (RIC 200a, RIC 213v, RIC 214). Ilpu niperaeja Ha 1ocaegHaTa MOHeTa HaMUpame
CXOACTBO MeXAy HaJIllca 11 1 pa3deTeHNTe ChbKpallleH!s OT OoTIevyaTbKa. /urcara Ha AaB-
POB BeHell ¥ pa3ANYHUS NKOHOTpadpCK TUTI, a MIMEHHO KbAPUIINTE, C KOUTO e 1300paseH
AnTtonmn IInit, cnomarar ga ce OTXBbPAM Bb3MOXKHOCTTa OTIIedaThbKa Ja e HallpaBeH OT
aypeyc (RIC 313).

ITopTpeTHOTO M300pakeHne U HaAIlNCa, pa3KpPUTH 110 OBbPXHOCTTA Ha €K3arusiTa,
CbBIIajaT Hall-TOUHO C aBepca Ha pUMCKM geHap, cedeH B Pum (0Op. 5, 6). Monerara e 1y0-
AVIKyBaHa B caliT Ha aykijnoHHaTa Kbita — MUENZAUKTION u He e peructpupaHa B OH-
AaviH KaTaA03UTe.

ABepchbT Ha MOHeTaTa IIpeACTaBs I1aBa Ha MMIlepaTopa, OObpHaTa HaAsICHO, YBeH-
JaHa C AaBpoB BeHell. ITo nmepudepusra na MoHerara MuHasa Haamuc: ANTONINVS AVG
PIVS P P TR P XXIll, ot koiito pasbupame TUTAUTE, HOCEHU OT MMIIepaTopa, a MMEHHO
— Oarra Ha HapoJa 1 HapoJdeH TpuOyH. Haii-BaskeH geTaiia 3a gaTHpaHe Ha MOHeTaTa e 000-
3HauyeHIeTo Ha TpuOyHaTa. AHTOHIH [ 1111 e 6114 MpoBb3TAaceH 3a ABajeceT U TPeTH ITBT 3a
TpUOYH B caMIsl Kpall Ha cBoeTo ynpasaenue (Bryant 1895, 33).

Bbpxy pesepca nma mnsoOpakenne Ha PopTyHa, Ipasa. B AscHaTa cu pbka ABPKU
por Ha 13001AMeTO, a C AsdBaTa ce OIMpa Ha KOPMIAO OT Kopad. Criopes pumcKaTa peau-
rus1, PopTyHa e OOTMHA Ha ITacTAMBaTa CAy4alfHOCT M 4YOBeIIKaTa ChA0a, ITopajy KOeTo
JecTo OMBa ITOCTaBsIHA BLPXY peBepcuTe Ha MOHETHTe, CedeH) OT PUMCKITEe MMIIepaToOpu.

Oxo20 nzodpaxennero Ha 6ornasaTa nMa Hagnuc — FORTVNA COS lll. Caeg 145r.,
korato AHTOHMH IIni1 e MpoBb3raaceH 3a pUMCKI KOHCYA 3a YeTBbPTU ITBT, BPXY YacT OT
ceyeHITe OT HETO MOHeTH 3allouBa Aa ce rocrass cbKpatenuero ,,COS 117, kaTo To3u TuI
HaAIIVIC Ce 3alla3Ba U IIpY IIOCAeAHNTE eMICUU Ha To3u BaajeTea (Mattingly 1930, 36-37).

Vmaiiku ipeasna nHpoOpMaITa, KOATO IT0AydaBaMe OT HaAllrica Ha MOHeTara, MO-
JKeM Ja 3aKAI049MM, Je Ts e oTcedeHa npes 160 r., B Kpas Ha yIIpaBAeHMeTO Ha MUMIIepaTop
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O0p. 5. Pumcku denap ¢ auxa na umn. Anmorun [Tuit. Ilo:
https:/[www.muenzauktion.com/ritter/item.php5?id=46075&lang=en
Fig. 5. Roman denarius with an image of Emperor Antoninus Pius. Image from:
https:/[www.muenzauktion.com/ritter/item.php5 2id=46075&lang=en

Obp. 6. Yeeauuera cHumka Ha He2AmMueHU
0mnewamvk Ha NOSLPXHOCHMA HA eK3AZULMA.
Crumxa —Ilemvp barabarios
Fig. 6. Magnified photograph of the negative
imprint on the surface of the object.
Photo by P. Balabanov

AnTtonus [Tuiz.

Haii-peposATHaTa MHTepnperanus Ha IpegMeTa e KaToO CTaHAapT 3a Ia3apHa eK3a-
rus. MapkupaHeTo My ¢ n3oOpa’keHne Ha MMIlepaTtopa I0Ka3Bsa, ye e 0114 M3I10A3BaH KaTo
opuIMaaHO U3aaleH OT MMIIepcKaTa aAMUHICTpalys KpUTepuil 3a Terao. B sasucumoct
OT roleMIHaTa Ha AMIICBAIllaTa 4acT, TO MOXKe Ja e TeXKaad MexXAay 3 1 5 puMmcku QpyHTa.
Hanpasenure KoHCyATalum CbC ClIelIaAlCTI He II03BOAMXa Aa ce HaMepsIT TOYHU aHaA0-

run. Ot TepuropuAra Ha brarapus He e n3secTHa 110400Ha 010BHA TEXKECT.
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An interesting Roman weight unit
from Archaeological reserve ‘Deultum — Debelt’

Petar Balabanov, Elina Anastasova

(summary)

During the archaeological research in the summer of 2013 in archaeological site Do-
belt part of Archaeological reserve Deultum — Debelt was found an interesting object made
of lead. It has cylindrical shape and its bottom has been broken in antiquity.

There are traces on the edge of the object probably caused of iron application or han-
dle. In its current condition the object weights 877 gr., it's 44 mm high and has 74 mm
maximal diameter. On the surface of the cylinder are preserved two imprints from obverse
of Emperor Antoninus Pius’s coins (138-161). According one of found analogies was consid-
ered that imprints were made of coins struck in 160-161, during last years of the emperor’s
rule. The object can be interpreted as standard for weight measures. It weighs two or more
Roman pounds. The fact that coin weight was marked with emperor’s image shows that it
was issued by the imperial administration and guarantee for the quality of the coins. At the
territory of Bulgaria was never found similar object made of lead, there are few weights for
coins produced of glass which has image of emperor but they are known from Late Antig-
uity period.

56


https://www.muenzauktion.com/ritter/item.php5?id=46075&lang=en
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/ric/antoninus_pius/i.html

