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BALEY: New Discoveries

Stefan Alexandrov, Georgi lvanov, Tania Hristova

The village of Baley (Balej, baaeit) is in the region of Vidin (NW Bulgaria), at the Timok
river, 3 km away from the Danube river. The eponymous prehistoric settlement has been
studied from the beginning opf the 70s until the end of the 80s by Rumen Katincharov from
National institute of archaeology with museum — Bulgarian academy of sciences (NAIM-
BAN) and Anna Iotsova, Regional Historic museum in Vidin (RHM-Vidin) and witnessed
remains form the Late Bronze Age (LBA) and the Early Iron Age (EIA). Together with the
necropolis close to the village of Orsoya (in the region of Lom, NW Bulgaria) the two sites
became an eponym for the archaeological culture Baley—Orsoya of LBA along the Danube
on Bulgarian territorty (Ilanaitoros, Bbauesa 1989, 7).

In 2009 a worker digging on a private estate in the village of Baley, came upon a
concentration of pottery sherds. He collected the fragments carefully, which made possible
the restoration of ten vessels and a part of a clay anthropomorphic figurine. This article
offers a concise presentation of the collection. The worker who recognized the significance
of the find had previously participated in the archaeological excavations on the settlement
of Baley.

The team members of the Prehistoric Baley project express their gratitude to Lyubomir
Petrov (the person who discovered and recognized the significance of the find) and Rosa
Petkova (the owner of the estate), and to the other participants in the excavations, for their
help and commitment to the 2010 excavations at the Baley-Site (Aaexcanapos, Xpucrosa,
Mpanos 2011) and the Baley-Necropolis (Xpucrosa, sanos, ®uanmnosa 2011). We would
also like to commit our sincere appreciation t-o our colleagues from RHM-Vidin — Anna
Yotsova, Fionera Filipova, Olia Milanova, Ilko Tsvetkov, Nikolai Kazashki; to Aneta Bakam-
ska, Bistra Gyaurova, Martin Nikolov and Elena Nacheva who participated in the excava-
tions and supported us; to Petar Zidarov, who accomplished the geo-magnetic survey and
to Kitan Kitanov for the skillful restoration of the vessels, discussed in this current review.

Baley-Necropolis. 2010 excavation season (brief overview)

The 2009 chance find lead to the localization of the necropolis of the prehistoric settle-
ment. The importance of this discovery prompted the opening of test trenches to collect
data on the size and the chronology of the site, as well as to assess the merit of launching an
excavation project. The conclusions from our observations are presented briefly below.

Over the years, Yotsova and Katincharov have searched for the necropolis associated
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Timok
river valley

Fig. 1. Baley, the settlement and the necropolis, situated in a high terrace (orthoimage)

with the Baley settlement in the near vicinity; however this exact area was inaccessible to
them, since it fell within a fenced garden and other private plots. Today the site sits at the
edge of the village of Baley, approximately 400 m southeast of the prehistoric settlement, on

Fig. 2. Excavating structures 4 (below), 6 (left) and 5 (above) in 2010 (photo by the authors)
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Fig. 3. The 2009 chance finds. Dishes. a. cat. no. 1; b. cat. no. 2 (photographer Krasimir Georgiev)

the same high terrace. High waters on the nearby Danube and Timok rivers transform this
terrace into a shore of a shallow riverside pond (fig. 1).

The brief 2010 excavation season (fig. 2) produced nine archaeological structures
(graves) in situ and three structures of scattered pottery, stones and burnt bones (possibly
destroyed graves). In one area of the necropolis a ditch (50x50 cm) with a fill of burnt plaster
fragments and carbons was documented. Another cluster consisted of sherds from several
vessels and a vessel base, covered with a fragment of a dish, but lacked in burnt bone frag-
ments. The pottery collected at the necropolis, unlike the sherds gathered at the settlement
site, were poorly fired (Xpucrosa, I1sanos, ®uannosa 2011, 132). The ceramic material is
currently undergoing restoration and analysis, in preparation for publication. Preliminary
observations suggest the presence of three chronological stages:

— Early, to which undecorated vessels, of Verbicioara (early stage) type are as-

signed.
— Middle, with pottery similar to the finds from the Baley settlement and charac-
teristic of the Baley-Orsoia culture (Dubovac-Zuto Brdo/Cirna-Garla Mare) of the
LBA.

— Late, distinguished by pottery of Bistret-Isalnita type, also reported from the settle-
ment site (Xpucrosa, VIsanos, ®uanmnosa 2011, 134).
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Fig. 4. The 2009 chance finds. Anthropomorphic figurine, cat. no. 3
(photographer Krasimir Georgiev)

The 2009 chance finds. Comparanda for the shapes and decoration

The ten vessels and the anthropomorphic figurine are here assigned to four groups,
according to their shape, and the presence and type of the decorative motives.

Group I. Two large dishes fall in this group (nos. 1, 2), as well as the anthropomorphic
figurine (no. 11), bearing identical incised decoration.

Dishes with similar shape and decorative elements (nos. 1, 2) are common to all ne-
cropolises of the Dubovac-Zuto Brdo/Cirna-Garla Mare archaeological culture. The short
straight neck of the Baley samples has rare occurrence in Cirna and Orsoia, where the tall
outturned neck predominates (Dumitrescu 1961, P1. LVIIL.8, LXX.171). Comparanda in Cirna
is found only for isolated Baley decorative elements or motives but not for the complete
decorative scheme applied on the body of the vessels. A band of semicircles under the rim is
among the most popular motives in Cirna (Dumitrescu 1961, PL. LXXIV.202). Spirals on the
middle section are also noted there (Dumitrescu 1961, Pl. LXXVI1.236, LXXIX.256), as well
as the application of several bands with festoons on the lower part of the body (Dumitrescu
1961, pl. LXIV.77). A dish with rectangular spirals on the body is published from Orsoia
(®Puannos 1976, pl. XXIV.a). Closer comparanda for the shape and the decoration is found
in Glamija-Korbovo, where dishes with straight necks and emphasized middle part and
decorated with spirals (rectangular) on the mid body and with festoons on the lower body
are recorded (Krsti¢ 2003, pl.1.1, 5, 11.2, V.2, V1.3, XIV.2, 9). Dishes with straight necks, and
decorated with spirals on the mid body and festoons on the lower body are also present at
Vajuga-Pesak (Premk, Popovi¢, Bjelajac 1984, 101.1, 4, 5).

Comparanda for the upper portion of the figurine with incised decoration (no. 3) is
so far found in Cirna (Dumitrescu 1961, pl. CLVII, CLX.S.9) and Orsoia (Puanumos 1976, 20,
fig. 21, pl. XXXLb).

Group II. Here the two vessels decorated with shallow grooves belong (nos. 4, 5).

The shallow grooves are primarily employed in the decoration of Orsoia and Cirna ce-
ramics (Dumitrescu 1961, P1. LXI.50, LXXXVI1.349). The vessel shapes and the groove types
at Orsoia are closer to vessel no. 1 (Puannos 1976, pl. XXLa); frequent find are the shallow
grooves (Ouannos 1976, pl. XXXIX.a, XL.a, LXXILa) as well as the biconical urn with shal-
low grooves (Puanmos 1976, pl. IX.a, XI.a, pl. XXXI, XLIIL.a, LIVa, LV.a).

Bowls shaped like the no. 7 are quite rare in Cirna (Dumitrescu 1961, pl. LXXXIV.336).
Grooved decoration on large dishes is noted at Cirna (Dumitrescu 1961, pl. LXI.57) and
Cirna-Ostrrovogania ($andor-Chicideanu 2003, pl.17.2). Comparable shapes, but undeco-
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Fig. 5. The 2009 chance finds. a. Four-handled jar, cat. no. 4; b. Bowl cat. no. 5
(photographer Krasimir Georgiev)

rated, are found at Korbovo-Glamija (Krsti¢ 2003, pl. XXV.2); similar to the bowl no. 7
decoration is of rare occurrence (Krsti¢ 2003, pl. XXV.6).
Group III. Two large undecorated four-handled jars are assigned to this group (nos.

6,7).
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b.

Fig. 6. The 2009 chance finds. a. Four-handled jar, cat. no. 6; b. Four-handled jar, cat. no. 7
(photographer Krasimir Georgiev)

The large undecorated four-handled jar (no. 6) is among the most popular LBA vessel
shapes across the Balkans. Comparable jars have been reported from Cirna (Dumitrescu
1961, PIL. IV.11, LXXVI1.231, LXXVIL.235, 243, LXXIX.254, LXXXV.345, LXXXVIIL.382, LXXX-
IX.396), Orsoia (Puanmos 1976, pl. XIL.a, XXX.a, XXXIILa, XXXIII.a, XXXVILa, XLI.a, XLVILa,
LXIV.a), Cirna-Ostrovogania (Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, pl. 25.1, 35.1, 60b.1) and Korbovo-
Glamija (Krsti¢ 2003, pl. IX.2, X.4, XV.1, XVIL.2, XVIIL1, XXIIL.6, XXV.1).

More scarce is the shape of the four-handled jar with handles on the body and the
neck (no. 7). Published finds include samples from Cirna (Dumitrescu 1961, P1. LXIL.55,
LXXXIIIL.327, XXXV.340) and Cirna-Ostrovogania (Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, pl. 37.1).

Group IV. The small undecorated vessels (nos. 8, 9) and small lids (nos. 10, 11) are
combined in this group.
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Fig. 7. The 2009 chance finds. a. Two-handled jar, cat. no. 8; b. Bowl, cat. no. 9;
c. Lid, cat. no. 10; d. Lid, cat. no. 11 (photographer Krasimir Georgiev)

The small vessels (no. 8) are of a shape common across the Balkans, with analogues in
the Plovdiv-Zimnicea-Cherkovna pottery style (Hansel 1976, 64, 79), but it is infrequent to
find the shape rendered in smaller scale objects. A chance find from the vaults of the RHM-
Vidin, unearthed during some digging work in the Tsarina locality, by the village of Novo
Selo, Vidin District, consisted of similar containers. Urns of minute dimensions (under
20 cm high) are singular in Cirna (Dumitrescu 1961, P1. LXV.92, LXXVIIL.252, LXXX.269),
Cirna—-Ostrovogania (Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, pl. 53.1, 60b.2-3) and Plosca-Cabana de met-
al (Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, pl. 84.2). They are recurrently found in the Korbovo-Glamija
necropolis (Krsti¢ 2003, pl. VIIL.4, IX.4, XI.2, XIV.6, XVIIL.6-9, XX.5, XXIL.2, XXIIL.8-9) and
Pesak-Korbovo (Letica 1974, T.IX.I/2.1), though.

It is uncertain which containers did the two small lids (nos. 10 and 11) couple with,
but it seems likely they covered the two small vessels (nos. 8 and 9). The practice of covering
small containers with lids is reported from Vajuga-Pesak (IIpemk, ITonnosuh, bjeaajary 1984,
fig. 100.2, 102.1, 2, 4, 5). Lids atop similar vessels have also been found at Korbovo-Glamija
(Krstic¢ 2003, pl. 1I1.4-6, IV.8, IX.12, XVL.8-9, XX.7, XXIIL.3-4, XXIV.6-7) and Pesak-Korbovo
(Letica 1974, T.IX.4.1/1, IV.BI/3.2, X.I/6.2, X.D/1.2). Small lids and vessels have also been
found at Vajuga-Korbovo (Krsti¢ 1986, fig. 9.3-5).

The small size bowl with horizontal handle (no. 9) is also noted at Pesak—Korbovo
(Letica 1974, T.IV.D/2.2), while at Korbovo-Glamija the small bowls feature predominantly
lugs (Krsti¢ 2003, pl. I1.7-8, XX.8, XXIIL.2).

* X %

Comparanda for groups I, II, III (vessels with incised decoration, with shallow grooves
on the body, and undecorated) is found in the two largest necropolises of the archaeological
culture, Cirna and Orsoia. Those groups are representative of the standard pottery of the
Baley-Orsoia culture (Dubovac-Zuto Brdo/Cirna-Garla Mare). Considered separately, the
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undecorated pottery (Group IV) finds analogies across a vast region of the Eastern Balkans,
the distribution areal of the Zimnicea-Plovdiv pottery style (Ilanaiioros, Bbauesa 1989, 14).
The Group 4 small vessels also find parallels in the Balkans, but are frequent find in the
Northeastern Serbia and Northwestern Bulgarian territories.

The examination of the identified comparanda suggests that the Baley-Necropolis
was in use during an extended portion of the LBA (coinciding with the course of develop-
ment of at least three pottery styles) and the transition to the Early Iron Age, i.e. from the
mid second millennium BC till its term. Finds from the three chronological stages have been
identified in the Iron Gates region on the Danube — the Mala Vrbica-Livade (Vukmanovic,
Popovié¢ 1986, 15) and Obala-Korbovo (Krsti¢ 1984, Sl. 81.4; Jevti¢, Vukmanovic¢ 1996, 283-
285) settlement sites. Pottery executed in the Bistret-Isalnita style, the Dubovac-Zuto Brdo/
Cirna-Gdrla Mare style, as well as small urns (resembling the pottery of Group 4) is found
in the Vajuga-Pesak necropolis (Premk, Popovi¢, Bjelajac 1984, 114) and in Vajuga—-Korbovo
(Krsti¢ 1986, 152). It is possible to assign the small vessels of Group 4 from the Baley-Ne-
cropolis to a phase later than the Dubovac-Zuto Brdo/Cirna-Gdrla Mare pottery group, or to
consider them synchronous to its end (Premk, Popovi¢, Bjelajac 1984, 114) but preceding the
Bistret-Isalnita style at the Baley necropolis.

Catalogue of the 2009 finds

1. Dish. Biconical body, conical neck and straight rim. Four rim-body vertical handles.
Height 18 cm, diameter at the rim 35 cm, diameter of the body 45 cm. Ochre surface with
some black stains. The vessel base is missing. Decoration of white filled punctured lines
tracing standard geometric shapes develops over the entire external surface and is di-
vided into three zones: top zone of parallel vertical short strokes, punctured semicircles,
groups of alternating vertical straight and arched lines (floral motive), and punctured
crescents; middle zone of single and double spirals of variable width, parallel lines; bot-
tom zone of two simple bands of attached semicircles (festoons), vertically separated. The
decoration on the handle consists of shallow horizontal grooves on the upper segment, a
triangle and a vertical undulating line (fig. 3.a).

2. Dish. Fragments of a vessel with biconical body, conical neck and straight rim. It probably
originally had two vertical rim-to-body handles, and a projecting outwards rim between
the handles. Diameter of the rim approximately 41 cm, diameter of the body approxi-
mately 46 cm. Dark brown surface. Decoration of white filled punctured lines, tracing
standard geometric shapes along the entire external surface, organized in three zones:
top zone of parallel vertical short strokes, festoons, groups of alternating horizontal “lad-
der” motives, punctured semicircles, and short stroked lines; middle zone of horizontal
S and short stroked lines; bottom zone of two lines of two bands of attached semicircles
(festoons), vertically separated, and marked off by short strokes vessel base. The decora-
tion on the handle consists of horizontal stroked lines (fig. 3.b).

3. Anthropomorphic figurine. Fragment of the upper body. Height 5 cm, width 6.5 cm, thick-
ness at the head 1.8 cm. Light ochre surface. Marked projecting forward head, straight
shoulders. Decoration of white filled punctured lines tracing standard geometric shapes
over the entire surface, some resembling features of the human body and dress (double
triangles, punctured semicircles, lines and festoons) (fig. 4).

4. Four-handled jar. Globular-conical body, funnel-like neck, outturned rim, four vertical
handles attached on the maximum diameter of the body. Height 44 cm, diameter at the
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rim 22 cm, maximum diameter of the body 35 cm. Mottled brownish grey surface. Deco-
ration of shallow vertical and oblique grooves, festoons of grooves between the handles
and shallow impressions on the neck (fig. 5.a).

5. Bowl. Globular-conical oval body, conical flaring neck, straight rim. Two vertical neck-
body handles, a projecting mouth between the handles. Height 11/13 cm, width at the
mouth 22/23 cm, width of the body 21/24 cm. Mottled dark brown mottled surface. Deco-
ration of shallow vertical grooves on the body (fig. 5.b).

6. Four-handled jar. Globular-conical body, stretched to an oval body, funnel-like neck, flar-
ing rim, two vertical handles attached to the maximum diameter of the body, two vertical
handles on the neck-body transition. Height 36 cm, diameter at the rim 18 cm, diameter
of the body 28/31 cm. Dark brown surface. Undecorated (fig. 6.a).

7. Four-handled jar. Globular-conical body, funnel neck, flaring rim, four vertical handles
attached to the maximum diameter of the body. Height 33 cm, diameter at the rim 19.5
cm, diameter of the body 28 cm. Mottled light brown surface. Undecorated (fig. 6.b).

8. Two-handled jar. Small globular-conical body, funnel neck, flaring rim, two vertical han-
dles attached to the maximum diameter of the body, two bulges between the handles.
Height 17 cm, diameter at the rim 11.5 cm, diameter of the body 15 cm. Mottled brown
surface. Undecorated (fig. 7.a).

9. Bowl. Small globular body, inwardly curved neck Two horizontal handles attached to the
body. Height 7 cm, width of the body 11.5 cm. Brown surface. Undecorated (fig. 7.b).

10. Lid. Round shape. Vertical handle. Height 3 cm, diameter 10.5 cm, thickness 0.8 cm.

Coarse brown surface. Undecorated (fig. 7.c).
11. Lid. Round shape. The handle is missing. Diameter 10.5 cm, thickness 0.8 cm. Coarse
brown surface. Undecorated (fig. 7.d).
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BAJIEV: HoBW OTKpUTUA

CredaH AnekcaHapos, leopri MBaHoB, TaHA XpucToBa
Pestome

Ceao baaei1, Buauncko, ce Hammpa Ha p. Tumok, Ha 3 km ot Jynasa. OT Haua10TO
Ha 70-te a0 xpas Ha 80-Te 1. Pymen Katuruapos (HAVIM-BAH) u Ana Vomosa (PVIM-Bu-
AVIH) IIpOy4YBaT B paliOHa My IIpalICTOPUYecKO ceaulrie ¢ octaHky oT KbcHaTa OpoH3oBa 1
Pannara >xeassna erioxu. IIpes 2009 r. npy M3KOIHM A€THOCTU B YaCTeH MMOT B CeA0TO ca
oTKpuTy $parMeHTn Kepamuka. Te ca cbOpaHu crapateaHo, O1arogapeHue Ha KOETO ca
Bb3cTaHOBeHN 10 ChAa 1 YacT OT rAMHeHa aHTporoMopdHa purypka — rpeimeT Ha HacToO-
AmoTo chobiieHne. JeceTte chAa 1 aHTporIoMOp¢HaTa cTaTyeTka ca Kaacupuiiupann s 4
TPYyIIN B 3aBUCUMOCT OT popMaTa U yKpacaTa UM (MAM AUIICAaTa Ha TaKapa).

Caea mperaes Ha aHaAOTHNTE Ha KepaMMKaTa MOXe Ja ce IIPeAIoA0XKY, ye HeKpo-
11oasT B baseit mpeacrassl XpOHOAOTMYHO eAVH MPOAbAKUTEAeH epros (oOXBalial pas-
BUTMETO Ha IIOHe TpU KepaMmuyHU cTuaa) or KbcHara 6poHsosa 1 npexoda KbM PanHO-
>Ke/As13HaTa eroxa (OT cpegaTa Ha 2 Xua. 1p. Xp. 40 Herosus Kpait). Haxoaku ot Te3u Tpn
XPOHOAOTIMYECKN eTalla ce cpemar B pariona Ha Keaesnu Bpara na Aynasa.
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