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ABSTRACT

The article presents four burial complexes studied in 2013, representative of the Baley-Orsoia (or Zuto Brdo-
Garla Mare), Bistret-Isalnita and Vartop chronological phases. In addition to these, the investigations of the
Baley necropolis revealed also graves of earlier date, synchronous to the Verbicioara III phase. The brief review
of the associated inventory and the burial practices suggests that at the Baley necropolis the Late Bronze Age
and the beginning of the Early Iron Age are represented by reasonably certain sealed complexes. During 2013
investigations we encountered a new for the site custom — placement of the cremated remains in a dish, with a
large number of vessels, including biconical jars arranged in proximity with it.
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Introduction

Excavations on the necropolis of the prehistoric Baley settlement are part of collabora-
tion between the National Institute of Archaeology with Museum in Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences (NIAM-BAS) and the Regional Museum of History in Vidin (RHM-Vidin). The
two institutions continue the studies of the Bronze and Early Iron Age history of the region,
launched and carried on over the course of more than three decades by Rumen Katincharov
(NIAM-BAS) and Ana Yotsova (RHM-Vidin).

In 2009, during excavation works, locals stumble across significant volumes of pottery
artefacts, correctly appreciate their value, and report to the Vidin museum. The 2010 exca-
vations on the site revealed a necropolis, partially overlapped by the modern day village of
Baley (Bregovo Municipality, Vidin District) and removed about 500 m from the attendant
prehistoric settlement site (Alexandrov et al. 2011, 127). The first archaeological campaign
of 2010 charted the chronology of the burial features and the nature of the burial practices —
cremated human remains placed in jars of various sizes (with two or four handles; biconical
jars with tongue-shaped lugs) (Alexandrov et al. 2011, 129; Xpucrosa et al. 2011, 132-134).
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The 2011 campaign corroborated the conjecture (formulated on the basis of the surface scat-
ter) for the substantial size of the necropolis site (Xpucrosa et al. 2012, 119-121). The burial
practices and the pottery assemblage found in the Baley necropolis find parallels in, and
are synchronous to, the Verbicioara III, Baley-Orsoia (or Dubovac-Zuto Brdo, Cirna-Garla
Mare), Bistret-Isalnita, and Vartop phenomena (Alexandrov et al. 2011; Xpucrosa et al. 2011;
2012). In this short report we present four burial complexes studied during the 2013 ar-
chaeological campaign, as well as a brief overview of the chronology of the cultures of the
end of the Bronze Age and the beginning of the Iron Age.

Features revealed during the 2013 excavation campaign

In 2010, 2011 and 2013 a total of 27 archaeological features were studied, out of them
24 are considered graves based on the presence of cremated bone remains. The recognition
of the individual features accounts for the clustering of pottery vessels within a limited
area and the mandatory presence of cremated human bones, placed within one or sev-
eral of those vessels. These precisely clusters are construed as reasonably certain sealed
assemblages. The sandy matrix (the necropolis develops on top of sandy dunes) precludes
positive identification of the burial pits, within which the vessels were arranged. Some of
the vessels are found in proximity with a more considerable pottery cluster (interpreted as
grave) and in all likelihood are associated with it.

The 2013 campaign recovered considerable numbers and significant variety of arti-
facts: more than 50 vessels undergoing restoration; fragments of two stone axes; a bronze
needle and two ceramic spindle whorls placed as burial gifts in one of the urns; a top and
a bottom half of two different anthropomorphic figurines. All ceramic vessels are poorly
baked. Some urns contained molten at the funeral pyre shapeless bronze objects, probably
items of adornment. Around the urns, below the topsoil rich in modern-day refuse, were
discovered several iron objects. Since it is impossible to identify the burial pits, the relation-
ship of those items to the burial complexes remains unclear.

Most 2013 graves exhibit the typical to the necropolis burial practices; two, however,
are different. The burned bones of those are placed in a dish, next to which other vessels, in-
cluding bi-conical jars without cremated bones, were arranged. Occasionally the bi-conical
jars are squashed under the weight of the soil, suggesting perhaps they were either empty,
or contained liquids.

Feature no. 27 (fig. 1)

The feature produced a four-handled jar (fig. 1.7) and a two-handled jar with two
protuberances on the body (fig. 1.6); a two-handled pot (kantharos, fig. 1.2) and two small
two-handled pots (kantharoi, tig. 1.3-4), all three with rectangular cross-section; as well as
the upper body of an anthropomorphic figurine (fig. 1.5). The two large jars were employed
as urns; in and around them were found the cremated remains of one individual (Adultus,
a 20-30 year old female) (fig. 1.1).

Incised and white-encrusted ornament decorates the four-handled jar: stamped, filled
with white paste circles on the neck, parallel wavy lines joined to spirals, solar symbols, etc.
Four handles with white-encrusted incised linear ornament are attached to the widest part
of the body (fig. 1.7). The decoration on the larger kantharos is executed with shallow flutes,
developing vertically on the neck and at the maximum body diameter, and organized into
conjoined suspended arcs (festoons) on the lower body (fig. 1.2). Polished parallel lines,
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Fig. 1. Feature no. 27 from Baley. Photo: Autors
Oop. 1. I'pobert komnaexc No. 27 om bareti. CHumxu:
asmopume

closely resembling shallow vertical flutes, decorate three vessels. The two-handled jar fea-
tures two rectangular knobs upon the maximum body diameter and two parallel vertical
polished lines on the neck (fig. 1.6). The two two-handle pots display vertical polished
strips on the neck (fig. 1.3-4). The poor quality of the baking makes difficult to distinguish
the decoration on all three vessels.

The four-handled jar (fig. 1.7), particularly its decoration, along with the anthropo-
morphic figurine (fig. 1.5), point to a typical Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare burial complex. The
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Fig. 2. Feature no. 26 from Baley. Photo: Autors
O0p. 2. I'pober komnaexc No. 26 om bareti. Crnumku: asmopuime.

motive under question is popular in the III-II construction phase of the attendant settle-
ment. The other two-handled jar and the three two-handled pots (kantharoi) find close
comparanda in the Orsoya necropolis (fig. 1.6: ®uaumnos 1976, pl. XIV; fig. 1.2-4: Puanmos
1976, pl. LXIII, LXVLD).

Of import here are the vessels with decoration of flutes and shallow polished strips.
The decoration of shallow flutes is attested at Orsoya, on jars with prominent bi-conical
form (Puaumnos 1976, Pl. IX, X, XI) with pronounced necks (Puanmos 1976, P1. XXI, XXXI),
and on pots and bowls alike (®Pnanmnos 1976, P1. XLVILDb; Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, P1. 98.4).
Hansel (1976, 101-103) draws attention to the long history of the fluted decoration within
the Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare culture. The fluted decoration is common at the attendant Baley
settlement site, where a number of motives are rendered through incisions and encrusta-
tion, and through flutes; upon some vessels both techniques of incision and fluting are com-
bined. Decoration of shallow horizontal or tilted flutes and arcs (festoons) is featured on a
four-handled jar and on a bowl, both artifacts found in 2009 within the Baley necropolis
(Alexandrov et al. 2011, fig. 5).

Next we turn our attention to the two-handled pot with spherical body, cylindrical
neck and shallow fluted decoration (fig. 1.2) which is decisive in the assignment of the
date of the complex. Similar vessel is found in the Vajuga-Pesak necropolis, where it occurs
together with Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare style pottery (Premk et al. 1984, 112-113, Sl. 101.6).
Similar pot has been discovered in the Zimnicea necropolis from the end of the LBA (Al-
exandrescu 1973, Pl. XL.3). It's form and decoration is characteristic of the final Zuto Brdo-
Garla Mare stage (Schuster 2003, Abb. 13.7) and are close to the kantharoi with prominent
bi-conical form and shallow fluted decoration characteristic for the Bistret-Isalnita group.
Subsequently the suspended arcs (festoons) ornament, such as the ones featured on the
two-handled pot, becomes one of the distinctive Vartop traits (Héansel 1976, Taf. III). The
origin of this motif can be traced back to the Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare pottery assemblage,
where it is rendered through incised and encrustation lines (Dumitrescu 1961, P1.X.1, XIX.b,
XXVIILa; ®uanmnos 1976, P1. XXIV, LXX) and through flutes (Pranmos 1976, P1. LXI, XLIII).
According to the cited comparanda, the date of grave 27 should be towards the end of the
LBA (HaAl).

Feature no. 26 (fig. 2)

Feature no. 26 consists of two stacked two-handled pots (kantharoi) with vertical
handles and decoration of shallow flutes (fig. 2.3). The bottom pot contained the cremated
human remains of a child less than six months old (Infans I).

Both pots are rectangular in cross section, the rim is concave, with raised tips (fig.
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Fig. 3. Feature no. 22 from Baley. Photo: Autors
Oop. 3. I'poben komnaexc No. 22 om Bareit. CHumxu: asmopume.

2.1-2) and decoration of shallow flutes. Similar two-handled pots with decoration of
shallow vertical flutes, prominent bi-conical form, and rectangular cross-section are typical
to the Bistret-Isalnita group (Hansel 1976, 164, Taf.40.1-3; Schuster 2002, Abb. 14.2, 17.1-2;
Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, P1. 171.4). The form and the handle of the other two-handled pot
are more characteristic of the pottery with incised and encrusted decoration from the III-II
construction phase of the Baley settlement.

Feature 22 (fig. 3).

The inventory of grave 22 consists of a bi-conical jar, preserving cremated human
remains and covered by a bowl. The bi-conical jar has four groups of tongue-shaped lugs
upon its maximum diameter, but no additional ornaments (fig. 3.2). The bowl has two small
vertical handles, convex rim with out- and down-turned lip, and incised white encrusted
decoration (fig. 3.1).

The form of the bi-conical jar is indicative of the Vartop type ceramic assemblage;
however the Baley specimen lacks ornamentation. Many of the bi-conical jars recovered
to-date from the Baley necropolis have similar form; some are undecorated, other feature
fluted decoration.

The incised white-filled ornament on a bowl is organized in bold hatches and motives
filling in the entire surface, demonstrating expertly drawn broad and deep parallel lines
and spirals. The ornament is done in the typical of the Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare technique, but
the motives and the style are not that common. An exact comparanda the vessel finds in the
Hinova (Davidescu, Vulpe 2010, 45, figs. 2. 1.1; 3 1.2; 15.1) and Balta Verde (Berciu, Comsa
1956, fig. 47.2) necropolises, where the bowls with incised decoration likewise serve as lids
for bi-conical jars with fluted decoration. According to parallels with Hinova and Balta
Verde we synchronise grave 22 with early Vartop phase (Guma 1995, 108, P1. X).

Feature 24. (fig. 4)

The inventory of this feature consists of a large dish (fig. 4.2), housing the remains of
the cremated individual (a fully grown Adultus, perhaps female, 20-40 years old; fig. 4.1);
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Fig. 4. Feature no. 24 from Baley. Photo: Autors
O0p. 4. I'pober komnaexc No. 24 om bareit. CHumKu asmopume.
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two bi-conical jars (fig. 4.8-9); two small dishes (fig. 4.3-4); a bowl with two high handles
raised above the rim (fig. 4.5); a double-vessel (fig. 4.6); fragment of a bowl with small
vertical handles attached to the body (fig. 4.7). On the whole the pottery from this burial
complex finds parallels in the first construction phase of the attendant Baley settlement.

The unusual burial custom attested in this feature (interring the cremated remains in
a dish, with a dishes, jars, and a double vessel of smaller size arranged nearby) finds very
similar counterpart in the Ghidici necropolis of the Vartop phase (Nica 1997, fig. 13). The
form of the vessel fits entirely with the typical for the Vartop type ceramic assemblage. The
decoration is of two types — shallow flutes and a twist placed on the rim or the body. Shallow
flutes are applied on five vessels. Two of the small dishes — with identical proportions (figs.
4.3-4), each with four tongue-shaped lugs attached below the rim, preserve several shallow
parallel suspended arcs (festoons) on the interior and exterior surface. The fragments of the
large bowl (or dish) feature several parallel shallow arcs and flutes on the body (fig. 4.7). The
two bi-conical jars have identical proportions, four groups of tongue-shaped lugs attached
at the maximum body diameter alternating with horizontal flutes, shallow parallel flutes
upon the upper body (chevron stripes, chevrons joined with a circle, joined suspended arcs
(festoons) (figs. 4.8-9).

Twist ornament is found on three vessels. The large dish has four small tongue-shaped
lugs below the rim. The rim itself is decorated with a turban-type twist (turban-dish: fig. 4.2).
The twist-ornament featured on the double-vessel (fig. 4.6) and the bowl with two high
handles (fig. 4.5) is located on the maximum body diameter. In all three vessels the twist is
carelessly executed.

The pottery is distinctive of the Vartop group. According to Hansel (1976, 103) the
form and decoration of Vartop vessels distinguish them clearly from the Zuto Brdo-Garla
Mare assemblage. Particularly indicative elements of the Vartop assemblages are the turban-
dish, the twist-ornament (found on the body or the handles) and the shallow flutes arranged
in specific motives (parallel lines, chevrons, festoons); jars with markedly bi-conical form
and four groups of tongue-shaped lugs (Unankosa 1968, 18-19, o0Op. 9), and, especially, the
peculiar two-handled bowls, with handles raised high above the rim. The turban-dishes
are distributed over a broad territory — from the Danube River (Aunues, in press) to North
Greece (byaarosuh 2009, map 2-3). The twist-ornament is attested on many Balkan sites
and marks the beginning of the Iron Age (VBanos 2007, 253-255). At toumba Assiros and at
Kastanas this type of ornament appears from the Early Iron Age strata onwards (Hochstetter
1984, Abb. 22.8 a-b, 23, Taf. 76.1, 78.2; 82.7; Wardle et al. 2007, 486, fig. 3). The two-handled
bowl (fig. 4.5) from grave 24, though without exact parallels, undoubtedly points towards
a relationship with the typical to the Early Iron Age of the Eastern Balkans two-handled
bowls with two high handles (Crosnos 1997, 51-59, table I-IV, XXI). The twist ornament
is inexpertly applied; distinct broad flutes are absent. Grave 24 should perhaps be dated
to the beginning of the Early Iron Age (HaA2). During this time, or a bit later, perhaps
is introduced the decoration of broad deep flutes, such as the one attested at the Baley
necropolis and other sites from the Vartop phase (Premk et al. 1984, 112, SI. 85, 98-99).

Discussion

The inventory of graves 24 and 27 finds comparanda within different parts of the
Balkans region and can be dated fairly securely: grave 24 in Vartop phase (beginning of the
Early Iron Age); grave 27 in the final of the Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare (end of the Late Bronze
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Age).

The two-handled pots (kantharoi) from grave 26 finds comparanda in the Bistret-
Isalnita group. This distinctive ceramics type is characterized by a narrow geographical and
chronological range. The prototypes of the decorated with flutes Bistret-Isalnita type pot-
tery forms are identified within the Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare type assemblage (Schuster 2002,
129; Sandor-Chicideanu 2003, P1. 51.1), or in the least — the Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare supplies
the prototypes of certain principal forms and ornaments. However, not all specimens can
be linked to Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare models, substantiating the emancipation of the group
and its assignment to a synchronous to the final Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare or immediately sub-
sequent stage (Guma 1995, 101).

The link between Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare and Vartop phases is evident in grave 22.
The feature with a considerable degree of certainty can be assigned to the beginning of the
Vartop phase, based on the presence of the indicative of Vartop bi-conical jar and of a bowl
with Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare-derivative ornament. The bridge between the late Zuto Brdo-
Garla Mare and the early Vartop, besides at Baley, is also attested at the above mentioned
Hinova and Balta Verde necropolises, where elements descriptive of both stages were found
within the same features.

The link between Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare and Vartop, besides through pottery, can
also be demonstrated through the specific burial rite of placing the cremated remains in
dishes, as this was registered in grave 24. At Vajuga-Pesak (grave 2) the cremated bones are
interred in a dish (Premk et al. 1984, 112, Sl. 87, 100), with burial inventory typical of the
final Zuto Brdo-Garla Mare stage (Premk ef al. 1984, 114). This is an argument collaborating
the chronological and cultural affinity between the two stages. Grave 27 produced also an
upper half of an anthropomorphic figurine. Previous excavation campaigns also yielded
several upper halves of anthropomorphic figurines but no complete figurines to-date. This
might be a bias of the sample, or reflection of a specific burial practice, attested also in other
LBA and EIA necropolises (Balta Verde: Berciu, Comsa 1956; Korbovo-Pesak: Radojci¢ 1986,
136, SI. 3.10-11, 5.a-b; Hinova: Davidescu, Vulpe 2010, fig. 5-7.4).

The brief overview of the burial complexes supplies relatively secure grounds for
their chronological and cultural attribution. Analysis of the entire collection from the sealed
complexes of the Baley necropolis, a task awaiting the conclusion of the excavations on the
burial site, will facilitate the dating of the structures from the Baley settlement
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HekpononbT Ha NpanctopuyeckoTo cenutie banen.
(NpenBapuTeNnHO CbobLLEHME 33 pe3ynTaTuTe
OT MpoyyBaHMATa Npe3 2013 1)

CredaH Anekcanapos, leopru VBaHOB, TaHA XpurcToBa, Hkonam Kasawkm
(pestome)

B mMarepmaaa ca nmpeacraseHn HaKpaTKoO IpeABapUTeAHUTE Pe3yATaTh OT Pa3KOIIKIU-
Te Ha HeKpoIioaa Ha bazeri nipes 2013 r. Pasraegann ca 4 rpoOHI KOMILAeKca, IIpeAcTaBu-
TeAHM 3a pa3AMYHM XpoHOAorumdeckute etanu — baaeit-Opcos (mam Xyro brpao-I'epaa
Mape), bucrpen-lMmaannia, Bepron. Ocsen T:X, B HeKpoOIIoa ca IpOyYeH! U II0-paHHI
rpobose, cMHXpOHHHU Ha eTana BepOnuoapa III, konto He ca npeacraBeHM B HACTOAIIVS
TEeKCT.

Kepamukata ot rpob 24 e xapakTepHa 3a ¢aza BppTon oT Hagaa0TO Ha >KeAsd3HaTa
ertoxa. Tyk ce cpemiat crienuduyaHuTe 3a iepuoda turban-dish, ykpaca ot ycyKaHUSA (BBPXY
TAA0TO AU BBPXY APBKKUTE), IIAUTKUTE KaHeAIOpU, KOMTO 0OpasyBaT Crieln(pIIHNI MO-
TUBM (yCIIOpeAHM AVHNY, 3UT-3ar, TMPASHAN); AbADOKU ChAOBE C SICHO U3pa3eHa OMKOHIY-
HOCT 1 4 TpyIu e314ecTyt APBbXKKI U 0COOeHO crienpUIHuTe KyIN C ABe BICOKO U3JajleHu
HaJ YCTUETO APBXKKMU.

VnuBenTapsT OT rpo0 27 e xapakTepeH 3a JKyto bopao-I'spaa Mape, ocobeno ykpace-
HITe C BpsI3BaHe I MTHKPYCTUpaHe ChA0OBe U aHTporioMop¢Ha ctaTyeTka. B rpoba e oTkpuro
U TbpHEe C ABe APDBXKHU (KaHTapocC), CbC CPepUYHO TAA0 U UMAMHAPUYHA 1IN, YKpaceH C
nAnTKM Kaneaopu. Ilogobnu cbgoBe ce oTkpupar 3aeaHo ¢ kepamuka tuil JKyro brpao-
I'bpaa Mape, kaTo eaun oOpasel] e IIO3HAT U OT HeKporoaa 3uMumd. Te3nu cbaoBe Mmat
0AM3KO CXOACTBO C KAaHTapOCUTe C siCHa OMKOHMYHOCT OT eTana bucrpen-Mimaannia, sac-
BIIAETeACTBaHM B TPoO 26.

BpwbskaTta mexxay Kyro brpao-I'bpaa Mape u BepTon MoxxeM ga ce mpocaeau pu
KepaMMKaTa OT rpo0 22, KbAeTO ce cMecBaT ABe KepaMuuHu Tpaaunym. OcBeH Ipu Kepa-
MIKaTa, Bpbh3Ka MOXKe Ja ce BUAM U IIpU BapMaHTa Ha IlorpebaaHms obmuyail, Korato Kpe-
MMpaHUTe KOCTU Ca IoAaraHy B maHunu. ToBa e cBIAeTeACTBO 3a XPOHOAOTMYecKa U Ky -
TypHa 0AM30CT MeXAy Te3U ABa eTara.

Kpartkusar nperaea Ha rpoOHIMTe KOMILAEKCU HU gaBa OTHOCUTEAHO CUTIypHa OCHOBA
3a XpOHOJOTMYecKaTa U KyATypHaTa UM IPUHAAAEXKHOCT. AHaAU3BT Ha 1[eAus MaTepu-
aa OT 3aTBOpEHMTe KOMILAeKCH OT HeKpoIloaa Ha baaeii nje momorne npu gatupaHeTo Ha
CTPYKTypUTe OT ceauineTo baaeri, KoeTo 1ie craHe py 3aBbpIIBaHETO Ha IIPOYYBaHETO Ha
HEKpPOII04a.
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